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By Dana Wagg and
By John Holman
Windspeaker Staff Writers

OTTAWA

Georges Erasmus has struck
back at the minister of secretary
of state calling him an “absolute
racist.” The national chief of the
Assembly of First Nations is also
hinting the recent federal budget
may lead to violence by Native

young people.
’W/\ghat go they have to lose

when our people are being told
across the country they don't
have a distinct society and their
langgfuages are not worth protect-
ing? The government is cutting
off all the political organizations.
They're cutting off the communi-
cations societies. We're being
told we don’t matter, that we
don’t count,” said Erasmus in an
interview.

The ounﬁer generation will
respond in the only way left to

them, he said. They will demon-
strate, march in the streets and

hold office sit-ins, but it “could
et a lot worse than that.

“It’s very likely our young

Eeople will take things into their
ands. We will get organizations
that are not listening to a moder-
ate, elected leadership or to the
elders,” Erasmus maintained.

“I'm just wondering if that is
what this government is after.
Maybe they re trying to discredit
the Native movement by doing
that,” he suggested.

The Assembly of First Nations
(AFN) was one of more than
three dozen Native organiza-
tions to lose all federal funding,
because of budget cutbacks by
secretary of state.

“There’s a very racist process
underway,” said Erasmus in a
national news conference with
Native news media. “The cuts
can clearly be called what they
are.

“They’ve gone to certain parts
of their budget and taken a
cleaver and just butchered it and
left other parts completely intact.
We're calling what they’re doing

racist, because they’re virtually
picking on everyone else except
the French,” he said. “Our insti-
tutions are open to being cutand
the French institutions are not.”

He said secretary of state offi-
cials singled out Native organi-
zations by chopping $9 mullion
from their budgets, more than
one-third of the $23 million cut
by the department.

Erasmus charged that Secre-
tary of State Minister Gerry
Weiner was an “absolute racist”
and had asked Native people to
C a much higher burden of
budget cuts than other people in

Canada.
“This was the first minister,

who focused virtually on Native
people and the multicultural
community. He hasn’t had the
balls to do it (make cuts) across
the board,” he said.

Erasmus said while the cuts to
Native organizations and news-
papers will weaken the political
position of aboriginal people, it
will strengthen their “political
resolve.”

| Budget ‘racist’ charges AFN

Violence could follow, hints Erasmus

Native groups have chan-
nelled the energy and vitality of
the younger generations “into
moderation, into non-violence,
into very peaceful protests,” he
said.

With those mechanisms gone
or disappearing, the full power
of the youth will be unleashed
when they realize they’'re dealing
with an insensitive government,
he said.

“There will be an increase in
Native militancy amongst the
Native people,” said Erasmus.

But a national AFN strategy
for a massive Canada-wide cam-
paign to overturn the cuts should
prevent that, he said.

If Native political and media
groups fall, the political state of
aboriginal people would return
to that of the late 1960s, he said,
“when we didn’t have organiza-
tions that could represent our
Indian government.
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Allooloo has his full support

OTTAWA — Windspeaker has learned federal restraint will
Indians $100 million over the next two years.
There’ll be restraint in the areas of welfare, economic develop-
ment, capital facilities and band management, which will get
$50 million less in 1990 than had been expected, said John
minister of finance with Indian Af-
fairs. Belt tightening will cost Treaty Indians a similar amount

“Our budget for Native people is roughly $2.4
billion. That’s an increase of $180 million,” said Murray, noting
however Ottawa had earlier planned to increase the budget by
$230 million. “So it’s not a cut, it’s a lessening of an increase.”

The impacts on Alberta Indian programs will not
be known for another two weeks, said Albert Oosteado
Alberta director of finance and administration for Indian Af-

OTTAWA — The $3.4 million Native Communications Pro-
am, which provides core funding for Native newspapers, %(J)t
e axe when Finance Minister Michael Wilson introduced his
budget last week. The decision means 11 aboriginal newspa-
pers, including Windspeaker, and four communications societies

“This is not only a national disaster for Natives,
y Fox, president of the National
Aboriginal Communications Society
about to be cut off, aboriginal First Nations will be stripped of
their communications system. Our voices have been silenced.”
et of $13.2 million for the North-
rogram was also hit, reduced by
16 per cent, cutting $2.2 million for Native radio and television.

Secretary of state budget cuts also affect aborigi-
nal representative organization programs, Native social devel-
rograms, the aboriginal women’s pro-
grams and the aboriginal friendship centres programs.

Last year's bud 15

OTTAWA — National Assembly of First Nations Chief
Georges Erasmus slammed Michael Wilson’s budget as “draco-
nian” saying it will further widen the gap between aboriginal
and non-aboriginal people. He said the budget measures will
lead to “unprecedented and intolerable” hardship
500,000 aboriginal people. In his budget Wilson limited some
Indian Affairs programs to a five per cent increase. Wilson is
“treating First Nations as if we're one of the wealthy provinces
with a large tax and economic base to offset federal spending

YELLOWKNIFE, NWT — The Northwest Territories Legisla-
tive Assembly has come out swinging in support of aboriginal
Ottawa in last week’s federal budget. “It would

seem the federal government has directed its budget
people of Canada,” said Communications
Minister Titus Allooloo. “Programs affecting non-aboriginal
ggzen, but for some aboriginal
nizations their entire budgets have been viciously
slashed,” he said. Kivallivik MLA Gordon Wray told the house

to fight what is an obscene act on

mrt of the federal government.” Two newspapers in the
could be forced to close, because of the cuts. Radio sta-
tions will also be forced to trim operations, because of a 16 per
cent cut in the Northern Native Broadcast Access Program.
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Alberta doesn’t need
AFN, says Louis

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

The president of the Indian
Association of Alberta, whose
past political decisions have
caught the ire of provincial Na-
tive leaders, has come out in fa-
vor of disbanding Canada’s top
Indian political voice.

Roy Louis said Alberta Na-
tives will not be affected by the
financial scFeeze facing the As-
sembly of First Nations, which
stands to lose its federal money
along with 29 other Indian or-
ganizations on July 1.

“The thing we have to realize
ismoney isn’t everything,” Louis
said in response to the announce-
ment that secretary of state is
slashing AFN funding.

“Certainly it's going to ham-
per them (AFN). But it’s not
going to disruFt Native unity.”

The federal government re-
cently announced it will be cut-

ting $9.9 million in funding to
Native organizations and com-
munications groups as part of
the attack on the country’s defi-
cit.

The IAA, whose funding has
been cut by 15 per cent, can
manage to represent its member
bands without AFN involve-
ment, Louis has suggested.

“I'm looking at Alberta and
what we're doing here. Our trea-
ties are strong,” he said.

AFN national chief Georges
Erasmus fears Native unity will
be in jeopardy if political groups
are forced out of business as a
result of the budget cuts. But
Louis believes Native organiza-

tions should concentrate on their -

own areas without national in-
volvement.

“Community is the most
important thing,” said Louis,
who is still getting the cold
shoulder from Treaty 8 chiefs
angered over his backing late last
year of a $1.3 billion pulp mill,
which is proposed to be built
near Athabasca.

Georges Erasmus File Photo

Budget racist' charges AFIN

and there was a lot of delibera-
tion before deciding on what
areas,” said secretary of state
spokesman Len Westerberg.

Aboriginal people weren'’t
singled out, he insisted.

esterberg said there was

also cuts in women’s, youth and
disabled programs as well as
French and English language
programs.

From front page media, which gives them unfa-
vorable coverage,” he charged.
“We're generally in a confronta-
tion situatlilon and Native gmedia
are generally more sympathetic.”

FN'’s er}xltire $56§,r(1)1&) budget
from secretary of state was cut
and the organization was given
just three months grace. They’'re
among 29 Native organizations
facing the loss of core funding on

“There’s no way in the world
that in the 1990s we're going to
go back to where we were 30.
Kears ago, no way in your life,”

e maintained.
He ridiculed a decision by the
overnment to leave $13.5 mil-

ion in the budget for Canada
Day firecrackers and balloons
untouched.

He said the decision to cut
newspaper funding of $3.5 mil-
lion to Native newspapers,
which he called “peanuts” in a
$2.3 billion secretary of state
budget will leave print media
“devastated, he said.

“This is also a tactic on their
part to get rid of some of the

]ulE 1.
rasmus said the AFN will
not cease operations, because it
also gets funding from six other
departments including Indian
Aftairs and Health and Welfare
Canada. But for many of the
other treaty organizations, secre-
tary of state funding was a large
part of their budget.

“The minister had to come up
with $23 million (in reductions)

e only indigenous program
that didnyt facg cuts I\)Nasgr the
Native Women’s Association of
Canada because it was “doubly
disadvantaged,” he said.

Erasmus said newspaper offi-
cials shouldn’t see the cuts as
irreversible. “There seems to be a
fair amount of doom and gloom
out there,” he said. “Do some
political lobbying and we’ll be
there with you.”

WESTERN CANADIAN NATIVE CURLING
CHAMPIONSHIPS

APRIL 6, 7 and 8, 1990

at the WETASKIWIN RECREATION CENTRE in
Westaskiwin, Alberta

Sponsored by the Hobbema Curling Club

48 Team Men's Bonspiel (3 Events)
32 Team Ladies Bonspiel (3 Events)

Over $10,000 in cash and merchandise prizes!

e All participants must be of Native ancestry or acquired
status through marriage.

 Saturday night banquet & dance with live music,
door prizes, fun auction.

Send entry fee of $120 per team (includes banquet & dance) to:
Hobbema Curling Club
c/o0 Peace Hills Trust
10th Floor, 10011 - 109 Street
Edmonton, Alberta
TS5J 3S8

Phone entries to Dale Spence at (403)352-0059 or (403)421-1606.
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Federal budget hits close to home
Windspeaker lays oft six people

EDMONTON

Finance Minister Michael
Wilson’s budget has hit close to
home. '

In the face of federal fundin
cutbacks, which have affect
Native communications societies
across Canada, Windspeaker,
which has captured numerous
North American newspaper
awards, was forced this week to
slash by half the number of staff
positions.

Following a board meeting
Thursday, Bert Crowfoot, gen-
eral manager of the Aboriginal
Multi-Media Society of Alberta
(AMMSA), advised staff that 10
positions would be cut from a
total of 20.

Four of the positions were
vacant. The six staff people af-
fected by the cutback were Karen

. Powless (receptionist), Susan St.

Laurent (office manager), Josie
Auger and John Holman (both of
whom were reporters), Doreen
Cardinal (admunistrative secre-
tary) and Carol Russ (Director of
Finance and Marketing).

Crowfoot said he regretted
the loss of the jobs but said the
organization had to look at
things realistically and from a
business point of view.

“We analyzed what positions
were essential and then selected
staff who could fulfill the job,”
stated Crowfoot. “It's unfortu-
nate because the people we had
to lay off are excellent and were
very valuable to the organiza-
tion. Carol Russ is one of the best
financial individuals in Canada
and will remain with the organi-
zation on a part-time basis.

“Windspeaker may have been
knocked down, but we are defi-
nitely not out,” stated Crowfoot,
and the newspaper will continue
to publish, but on a bi-weekly
basis.

AMMSA had established a
five-year goal of self-sufficiencz
three Klears ago and was on trac
for achieving that goal. Advertis-
in? revenue and subscription
sales last year totalled $360,000.

“The cutback forced us to deal

with self-sufficency today in-
stead of two years from now, so
we have to change gears and
meet the challenge.

“We have to %e positive and
look at this as an opportunity
and the people selected to meet
that challenge are the best people
in the business,” he said.

When asked about how the
federal government cuts were
administered, Crowfoot said
“the cuts should have been
handled in a more humane
manner. We were given five
weeks to deal with a 100 per cent
cut in funding. The situation
should have been handled like
the Alberta government did. We
were given six months notice the
Alberta government was going
to phase out funding for Native
newspapers and that it was
going to be done over a three-
year period. Each year the fund-
ing was decreased by a third. We
were able to adjust and make up

“the difference with advertising

revenue. The Alberta govern-
ment was there to offer any help
or advice if we required it.”

~ Crowfoot was also concerned
about the decision to cut onl
certain programs. He felt that if
$23 million had to be cut from a
$3.5 billion budget, then the total
cut to newspapers would be less
than 1 per cent if the cut was
made across the board.

“You wonder what the priori-
ties of this government are when
they cut certain programs 100

er cent and leave the offical
anguage and Canada Day cele-
bration budgets intact. Are bal-
loons and fireworks more impor-
tant than-people!”

On the radio side of the Abo-
riginal Multi-Media Society of
Alberta, the Native Perspective
program was cut by 16 per cent
or about $77,000. There was only
one position lost in the cut and
the radio program will continue
to broadcast 15 hours per week
on CBC-TV. It also will continue
to broadcast 24 hours per day on
the CFWE satellite radio net-
work.

« Modern Rooms with Cable
Color TV's

» Moderate Prices for the Budget
Conscious Traveller

» Klondiker Tavern

 Dancing Nightly

* Modern Restaurant

15326 Stony Plain Road

Edmonton, Alberta

HILLVIEW CATS &
CONTRACTING

E.]. Ladouceur - Owner

O PIPE LINE RIGHT OF WAYS

O SEISMIC LINE CUTTING
O ROADWORK & AGRICULTURAL BRUSHING
P.O.Box 7 Boyle, Alberta TOA OMO Telephone: 689-2044
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Prepare For It Now!

How: In a university and college
entrance program designed for Na-
tive adults.

What: Study english, math, biology,
chemistry and career planning.
Subjects are recognized as 30 level
equivalence for University and Col-
lege entrance.

When: Sept. 1990 - April, 1991
Where: Concordia College, Edmon-
ton, Alberta

Support Sources: A full-time coun-
sellor provides help with personal,
family and academic problems. Tu-
toring is available in the afternoons.
Students have access to library and
sports facilities.
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Application Procedure

1. Admission interviews will be
conducted from March until July -
call Maxine Nelson at 479-8481 Ext.

266 to setup an interview
2. Deadline for applications is June
30, 1990

CONCORDIA
COLLEGE

7218 Ada Boulevard
Edmonton, Alberta T5B 4E4
(403) 479-8481
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Windspeaker is published by the Aboriginal Multi-Media Society of
Alberta (AMMSA) each Friday to provide information primarily to
Native people of northern Alberta. Windspeaker was established in 1983
and is politically independent. Indexed in the Canadian Magazine Index
and indexed on-line in the Canadian Business & Current Affairs Database
and Canadian Periodical Index. 35mm Microfilm: Micromedia, 158 Pearl
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WHATSIT GONNA BE -
AXE THE CANADA-DAY
PARTY OR CUT. NATIVE
PROGRAMS

St. Toronto, Ont M5H 1L3

15001 - 112 Avenue Edmonton, Alberta T5M 2Vé6
(403) 455-2700 FAX: (403) 452-1428

Bert Crowfoot
General Manager

Carol Russ
Finance Manager
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Government will spend $13 million for firecrackers and balloons for Canada Day but couldn't find
$3.5 million for Native newspapers, said A.F.N. Chief Georges Erasmus.

The federal budget introduced last week should, if noth-
ing else, unite Canada’s aboriginal people from Newfound-
land /Labrador to British Columbia.

It strikes at the heart of the very organizations, which
lead them.

The budget, which was intended to quickly and painfully
kill at least 40 Native organizations, should be fought with
all the vigor that aboriginal people can muster.

For it intends to set back Canada’s Native people by
decades.

Secretary of State Minister Gerry Weiner approved cut-
backs intended to destroy Native newspapers, radio sta-
tions and organizations like the Assembly of First Nations.
What was most insidious was his government’s suggestion
grants to Native organizations were a cause of federal over-
spending.

The deficit is a national problem Native and non-Native
alike and Native organizations are more than willing to
contribute their share in reducing that deficit.

The objection is the manner in which these cuts were ad-
ministered. A $23 million reduction in a 3.5 billion budget
is less than one per cent across the board. Entire programs
were slashed while balloon and firecracker budgets and
official language programs remained untouched. What are
the federal governments priorities! A good time and votes
— or people? .

With the country’s most vocal special interest groups
being forced out of business by the secretary of state, there
arises an eerie feeling the tide is turning against the aborigi-
nal people of Canada, who have poured blood, sweat and
tears into the struggle for justice.

Canada has an'atrocious track record in dealing with its
aboriginal people and what better way to cover its tracks
than to silence Native voices.

These officials will have fewer Native communications
groups and leaders rallying other Natives to support the
Lubicon in northern Alberta, the Innu in Labrador and the
Teme-Augama in Ontario, who dare to stand up for their
rights.

As Canada’s aboriginal people rise up to claim what is
theirs, they need communications to inform them as to
what's happening in their communities and in other Native
communities across the country.

They need communications to keep them up-to-date on
the latest moves of the federal and provincial governments.

They also need communications to praise them when en-
couragement is required and to criticize them when that’s in
order. _

Needed? No doubt.

The challenge is now for the organizations to unite and to
fight back, to demand they be treated with the same respect
as the French newspapers and institutions in this country,
which weren’t brutalized by last week’s budget.

Organizations like WINDSPEAKER, which are working
towards self-sufficiency, will survive, although not without
setting a different course. The fire will keép burning.

But other organizations will die. Their voices will be si-
lenced.

That’s a shame, a DAMN shame.

Backgrounder

Budget-thrashing won’t ;

keep Native people down

The federal government is no
longer able to mask its on-going
campaign to destroy the aborigi-
nal cultures of Canada. In its lat-
est attack on Native unity, it suc-
ceeded in violating the very es-
sence of democracy.

" But as history repeats itself, so
do its consequences.

By abolishing the organiza-
tional and communications
structures of 40 Native groups
and publications across the na-
tion during the latest budget
crunch, federal politicians have
opened themselves u% to more
Erouble than they have bargained
or.

Besides strengthening Native
resolve with the most blatant
attempt to discredit Indian unity
since the Buffalo Jump of the
1980s, the Mulroney regime is
now threatening to wipe out
aboriginal people.with a “divide
and conquer” technique, which
has frightened elders for genera-
tions.

But now, according to the
grand chief of the Assembly of
First Nations, the new wave of
Indian activists won’t stop their
ﬁth for justice, simply because
of a government attempt to si-
lence them. o)

“It's very likely our youn
people willr%’ake t}u};lgs int% thei%
own hands,” Georges Erasmus
said in response to Finance Min-
ister Michael Wilson’s decision
to slash secretary of state funds at
the expense of Native interests.

He’s calling for mass demon-
strations and nationwide pro-
tests and predicts Native leaders
will be more militant than ever.

The threat of cultural geno-
cide has never been more appar-
ent than it is now, but the Native
movement has never been more
powerful.

Hidden behind the guise of
deficit reduction and the promo-
tion of self-sufficiency, the Tory
government has finally come
out, in full force, to try to crush
Native unity from Labrador to
British Columbia. In doing so,
however, they're spitting on the
rights of all free citizens to pro-
mote their own cultures.

Every democratic country on
earth relies on the exchange of
information from one organiza-
tion to another to keep the proc-
ess of civilization growing.

Even as South American jour-
nalists put their lives on the line
to expose state corruption and

Y ANALYSIS

' by Jeff Morrow

drug-running cartels in Colum-
bia and underground Chinese
newspapers continue publishing
in the face of government sup-
pression, the Canadian govern-
ment is striving for Native
geople to stop what the Tories
elieve to be petty complaints of
injustice and discrimination.
But what Wilson didn’t con-
sider when he made his budget
announcement scrapping grants
to Native %:'oups and new?Fa-
pers, was the unrelenting effort
of Indian people to keep the fire
burning.
Not since the 1985 Neilson
Task Force report, which was

inspired by the 1969 White Paper

on Native issues, have Native
people faced such a flagrant at-
tempt to extinguish their heri-
tage and force them to adapt to
the rest of Canadian society and
to accept the status quo.

The Tories should have con-
sidered history before introduc-
ing their recent ill-fated budget.
They need only have looked at
the tailed but ruthless attempt b
former prime minister Pierre El-
liot Trudeau to eradicate Native
ancestry through ethnocide,
which only ignited a flame of
contempt.

The Buffalo Jump, a term
coined by a senior Indian Affairs
official to describe the govern-
ment approach to force Native
people to assimilate into society
1s being tried once more.

The plan again, as it has al-
ways been, is to crush the Native
movement and to make Indians

comply.

V\Kmen Native groups become
too powerful and the issues too
public, it becomes time for the

government to put its foot down.

Herding Native people over
the cliff to meet their doom is the
worst case scenario for the coun-
try’s aboriginal cultures while
the Canadian government fool-
ishl§ believes otherwise.

ut Native leaders continue
to beat back the flames of ethno-
cide even though their unity is
under attack. They are attempt-
ing to fight off the plot to wipe
out their heritage.

Now, as the Assembly of First
Nations and other Native groups
throughout Canada, including
Windspeaker, try to survive
Wilson’s budget thrashing, they
will have to change gears, but, by
no means, will they disband.

The mean and ‘ugly federal
budget introduced last week
should, if nothing else, bring
Canada’s aboriginal people
closer together, united against
govemment'oplpression.

Ottawa would like to head off
more nationwide campaigns for
Native rights, as happened with
post-secondary education and
criminal justice. But Native lead-
ers and their followers are more
organized than ever and more
determined to do everythin
they canto keeﬁa the spirit in therr
hearts and souls.

Even during the current fiﬁl)\(t
against the budget cuts, F
machines in Native newspapers
and organizations are humming
with the latest news, so all know
what role they have to play.

There is no doubt the road
will be harder to travel, but the
Native movement in Canada is
alive and kicking 45 it should be
in the face of insurmountable
odds.
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This is a bloody war! Native
communicators and leaders have
been prime targets of the federal
budget. The federal government
used its deficit as an excuse to try
to annihilate Native people.

Since learning of the 100 per
cent cutbacks to the Native
Communications  Program
across the country I've beenin a
state of shock. It’s like the heart of
our nation is under seigeand I'm
scared. It’s like living in a secure
little nest until suddenly one day
a strong wind comes along and
blows it all away.

Rumors of the pending bad
news were circulating in Ottawa
even before the budget was an-
nounced.

I was wishing it was only
rumors, but the news was con-
firmed Feb. 20 that Native news-

apers across the country
nded by secretary of state
would lose all their funding.

But the worst was yet to come.
It was later learned the Assembly
of First Nations, our national
Native political body, had been
given just a short three-month

eriod to establish a financial
ase before its funding would be
slashed.

It seems to me the federal gov-
ernment has been waging a pri-
vate war against Native people
for centuries and that this private
war will never stop.

A prime example of this was
the Indian residential schools or
assimilation schools, which were
an experiment to see if the gov-
ernment could make brown In-
dians, white. It took three gen-
erations for the government to
realize the experiment wouldn't
work.

During the 60s, 70s and 80s,
Native people struggled to undo
the damage caused by the fed-

eral government. Native leaders
lobbied the government to re-
solve issues like Bill C-31, treaty
rights and land claims. But the
federal government made only a
weak attempt to resolve the is-
sues. After all, they continue to
treat Native people as though
we're a wasted expense.

The Native Communications
Program amounts to just $3.5
million annually, a mere drop in
the bucket when you look at the
federal government’s huge defi-
cit. In slashing the program, they
have slashed our throats!

And so the private war con-
tinues.

I say war because any strate-
ist knows the two targets hit
rstin a war are the communica-
tors and leaders. After that’s
done it’s easier to pick off the rest
of the groups as they wander
aimlessly and helplessly.

It's now rumored the govern-
ment’s next é)lan is to go after
reserves and treaty rights to
sweep the “Indian problem”
under the rug. They hope to
scratch us off their lists so they
will never have to fund Native
programs again.

e federal government con-
siders us a problem and have
taken a parental attitude towards
us, making us dependent upon
their system. Perhaps they regret
not shooting us all as the Ger-
mans did the Jews.

When you compare Canada
to the rest of the world, other
countries are deéaling with gov-
ernment oppression and work-
ing towards democracy. The
world watches blacks, Asians
and white people in Europe and
Africa winning their freedom
and getting a democratic govern-
ment. The Berlin Wall is almost
completely down and Nelson
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" We are mterested in buying your
~ paintings and arts & crafts"

ECO

2208, 3416 - 52 Avenue
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 6N2

Call us Today!
(403) 478-3009

P.O. Box 3335 Stn D
Edmonton, Alberta

YOUR #1 NAME
IN LAPEL PINS

Mandela has been finally given
his freedom in South Africa. But
back in Canada the government
isn’t keeping up with the times. It
continues to opFress its own
Native people. It's a national
disgrace Native people have
been fighting to stop.

The Canadian. government
has used the federal deficit to
douse and discourage our fires
that rage within.

What will be slashed next is
the question? The coming
months will go down in the his-
tory books. Native people may
no longer have treaty status or
reservations. If we don’t have
special status we’ll be like every-
body else, except far poorer.
Hasn't that been the goal of the
federal government all along, to

On the Front Line

By Josie Auger

make us like the rest of Canadi-
ans? ‘

I really hate feeling like some
laboratory specimen. When will
the bloody federal government

uit with these experiments?

eople are tired of living under
Third World conditions and of
having to beg for money from
the federal government.

» Class 1 and 3 Driver Training
» Air Brakes Course

» Advanced Defensive Driving
Course

« Dangerous Goods Course

» Tax Deductible

12827 - 53 Street
Edmonton, Alberta
T5A 2G7

Mike's Driver Education Ltd.

Consider
Trucking

a career!

» Financing Available (Some re-
strictions may apply)

» Group Rates Available to
Bands

» Members of the Better
Business Bureau

(403) 473-4347
(403) 473-491

They’re playing with the lives

of men, women and children —
not mice.

(Josie Auger, a Windspeaker staff
writer, wrote this column’ be{ore
learning she and five other people at
the newsgaper would be laid off be-

cause of

udget cutbacks.)

LA new spirit of giving |

How
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of the deduction on your taxes.

You’ll be doing good and saving

money, and that’s reason to-smile.
Be a Local Hero.
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Manitoba Indian Cultural Education Centre'’s
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ST. JAMES CIMIC CENTRE —
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The Budget

estraint to cost Indians $100 M

By John Holman
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA
Windspeaker has learned fed-

eral restraint will cost Treaty
Indians $100 million over the

next two vyears.
The belt tightening an-
nounced by Finance Minister

Michael Wilson has outraged
federal NDP Native Affairs’
critic Bob Skelly.

“When you Yook at the health
statistics, 1t is absolutely clear
that far from capping funding to
Native people in this country, we
should be increasing funding so
they can enjoy a high standard of
living like anyone else in the
country,” said the MP for Co-
mox-Alberni, British Columbia.

“I am absolutely outraged
they would cut Native programs
when we're dealing with some of
the poorest people in Canada.
They have been legislated to the
margin of our society and don’t
have adequate services in their
community,” he said.

Some Indian Affairs pro-
grams have been limited to a five
per centincrease. The budgets of
education, comprehensijve
claims, program administration,
self-government and of lands,
revenues and trusts will be unaf-
fected, said a senior department
official in a telephone interview
from Ottawa.

But there’ll be restraint in the
areas of welfare, economic devel-
opment, capital facilities and
band management, which will
ﬁet $50 million less in 1990 than

ad been expected, said John
Murray, assistant deputy minis-
ter of finance with Indian Affairs.
Belt tightening will cost Treaty
Indians a similar amount next
year.
“Our budget for Native
ple is roughly $2.4 billion.

at’s an increase of $180 mil-
lion,” said Murray, noting how-
ever Ottawa had earlier planned
to increase the budget Ey $230
million. “So it’s not a cut, it’s a
lessening of an increase.”

The $50 million reduction will
be in the areas of:

Notice of
Temporary

Guardianship to:

SHEILA GAY
BROWN
and DENNIS
CROOKEDLEGS

Take Notice that an appli-
cation for Temporary |
Guardianship of your chil-
dren, bom on May 19,
1977, September29, 1980,
and March 4, 1979, will be
made onMarch 14th at9:30
a.m. in Wetaskiwin Fam-
ily Court.

Alberta Family and Social
Services, (city) Wetaski-
win
Telephone: 352-1214

*Capital facilities and commu-
nity services, which had its
budget increase trimmed back
by $26 million. The budget was
bumped to $592 million instead
of to $618 million,
* Economic development, which
saw its budget jump to $92 mil-
lion from last year’s figure of $72
million, but the increase was $2
million lower than planned,
* Administration of welfare pro-

rams, which will get $7 million
ess than last year. But the overall
welfare budget still increases this
year to $619 million from $569
million, and
*Band management, which had
its planned increase chopped by
a hefty $15 million. That budget
will jump to $224 million, a $5
million increase, instead of to
$239 million as planned.

“I haven’t seen the increases

of other budgets, but I'm sure we

- have the largest increase of an

department,” Murray said. “It’s

important the media not say our
programs have been cut.”

e a%reed there are deficien-
cies in Indian and Inuit pro-
grams.

“We can never say we have
enough. We don’t have enough
until every need has been met,”
he said. “We certainly realize
there’s needs and deficiencies
out there.”

The impacts on Alberta In-
dian programs will not be
known for another two weeks,
said Albert Oosteadorp, the Al-
berta director of finance and ad-
ministration for Indian Affairs.

He said Indian Affairs’ offices
across the nation will share the
$50 million reduction. Last year
$231,034,400 was spent on Indian
Affairs in Alberta; $83 million
was spent on education and $58
million was spent on welfare.
Oosteadorp gave assurances in-
creases in those areas will be
untouched.

Bob Skelly

YOU CAN'T GET

AIDS BY

WATCHING TV.
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But you can learn more. Be watching for ‘Facing AIDS'. A 13-part
series of special two-minute reports. With Alberta Health AIDS
Program Director Dr. Bryce Larke. Every week on these stations.
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Native newspaper funding axed

By John Holman
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

The voice of Native people
across Canada will soon be si-
lenced. The $3.4 million Native
Communications  Program,
which provides core funding for
Native newspapers, got the axe
when Finance Minister Michael
Wilson introduced his budget
last week.

“This is not only a national
disaster for Natives, it's a na-
tional disgrace,” said Ray Fox,
president of the National Abo-
riginal Communications Society
(NACS). “Not only are 100 jobs
about to be cut off, aboriginal
First Nations will be stripped of
their communications system.
Our voices have been silenced.”

“It seems we’ve done our job
too well,” Fox said. “We’ve been
watching the government for our
people for, in some cases 25
years. Somebody in government
doesn’t like it.”

NACS, the umbrella organi-
zation for Native communica-
tions societies across Canada,
discovered last week five abo-
xili\ginal newspapers, including

indspeaker, and two Native
communications societies, will
lose all federal funding at the end
of March. The newspapers also
include Native Press and Tusaay-
aksat News in the Northwest Ter-
ritories, Wawatay News in Sioux
Lookout, Ontario and the
Kinatuinamot llengajuk Newspaper
in Nain, Labrador. The two so-
cieties, Tagramiunt Nipingat
Incorporated and Tewegan
Communications, are located in
Val D’Or, Quebec.

Five other newspapers and
three societies, including NACS,
were given six months grace
before their funding is gone as
well. The newspapers include
Kainai News in Standoff, Alberta,
Kahtou in Vancouver, the New
Breed in Saskatoon, the Saskatche-
wan Indian, also in Saskatoon and
the Micmac News in Nova Scotia.
The other societies are Ye Sa To
in Whitehorse, Yukon and the
Native Media Network in Win-
nipeg.

Last year’s budget of $13.2
million for the Northern Native
Broadcasting Access Program
was also hit, reduced by 16 per
cent, cutting $2.2 million for
Native radio and television.

“Operations like the award-
winning Inuit Broadcasting
Corp.,and Canada’s three largest

Five societies also cut loose by feds

acdcdle rosidont files S
Ia wsunt to declare §
referendum illeeal

aboriginal radio stations —
CFWE in Lac la Biche, CHON-
FM in Whitehorse and CKNM in
Yellowknife — among others,
will be permanently crippled,”
said a NACS news release.

Fox was in Ottawa last week
after the budget was handed
down lobbying furiously and
rallying interest groups to pro-
test the cuts. He was encourag-
ing Native communications so-
cieties to strongly protest the
cuts.

When NDP Native Affairs
critic Bob Skelly received official
word of the cuts he was “out-
raged”.

“The worst possible thing is to
deprive Native ple in this
country of the ability to commu-
nicate among themselves and
communicate information of
what'’s going on in Canada,” he
said.

“If Kou read the newspapers
published by the major networks
in this country, they virtually
ignore Native people. This is the
only form of communication
Native people can rely on to get
their news across both to them-
selves and to the general public.”

The “reduction” is part of a

"Congratulations AMMSA /
WINDSPEAKER on your
/th Anniversary!”

DRAKE
HOTEL

3945 - 118 Ave.

Come See Us for
Excellent Service

Edmonton, Alberta
Ph. (403) 479-3929

TS5W 0Z8

Kainai

-

e ‘\
0 “ : ;. " el i By
i
¥y N e
6/7 gq’ ia . san
zb A

Nex

Canada's Lemﬁ% dngian Newag

$23 million cut to the planned
secretary of state budget, which
was to increase by $24 million
this year, said department proj-
ect officer Stan Metcalfe.

The restraint means this year’s
budget of $275 million is a net
increase of only $1 million over
last last year’s budget, he said.

The cut will occur in the $81
million grants and contribution
fund, preserving the depart-
ment’s $193 million operating
fund.

Metcalfe said the cuts also
affect aboriginal representative

organization programs, Native

social development and cultural

programs, the aboriginal

women’s pro(%rams and the abo-

riginal friendship centres pro-
ams.

He could not confirm which
Native programs have been
eliminated, saying final budget
details and allocations are still
being discussed and haven't
been released.

Secretary of state media offi-
cer Len Westerberg said the cuts
will help aboriginal groups be-
come independent.

97 seepeh Mo
T sk MR

Bert Crowfoot Photo

“We're encouraging people to
look for other avenues of sup-
port,” he said. “There are some

oups that have been supported
or a long time — 10 years or
more —and they have not really
made any attempts to try and
secure funding elsewhere. These
are organizations that solely rely
on handouts from the federal
government.”

The regional director of secre-
tary of state could not be reached
for comment on what impacts
the budget would have on Na-
tive programs in Alberta.
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By Leta McNaughton
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Wetaskiwin MP Willie Lit-
tlechild says he’ll be going to bat
for Native newspapers hit by
“disastrous cutbacks” in last
week’s federal budget.

Budget cuts by Finance Minis-
ter Michael Wilson totally elimi-
nated federal funding for Wind-
speaker and 10 other aboriginal
newspapers across Canada.
Funding to radio stations was
also chopped by 16 per cent.

The decision to axe Native
newspa}laers hit a soft spot with
Littlechild.

“I think it’'s disastrous,” he
said. “As a person who was in-
strumental in beginning the
Native Communications Society
in Alberta, I'm very concerned
there’s going to be a serious
impact on them.” Littlechild was
one of the society’s first board
members.

Littlechild said he’s written a
letter to Wilson on behalf of the
National Aboriginal Communi-
cations Society (INACS) asking
for details on the cutbacks.
~ “I'mgoing to try and go to bat
for Native communications,
which I see as very essential to
the communities, especially
northern or isolated communi-
ties.

“To be put in this kind of pre-
dicament is very serious,” said
Littlechild. “I would like to have
the minister of Secretary of State
:jppear in front of the aboriginal

fairs committee to respond to
uestions about the budget.”
ittlechild is a member of that
parliamentary standing commit-

Meeting 8:30 - 12 Noon

SCHEDULED EVENTS:

Senior. Competition
Junior Comp

Children 12 & under

tee.
Athabasca-Lac la Biche MLA
Mike Cardinal says the axing of
Native newspapers “absolutely
will have a negative impact on
the Native communities. That’s
going to be a real setback in Na-
tive communities. Those papers
do a fantastic {ob in relaying ac-
tivities not only in Native com-
munities but also about pro-
grams that are very, very posi-
tive for the Native community.”

Cardinal said he was upset by
the chopping of the newspapers
and indicated he’d do “every-
thing in our power” to help re-
verse the decision.

Lesser Slave Lake MLA Pearl
Calahasen said loss of the news-
papers would “most definitely”
affect northern Alberta.

But her concerns are largely
with employment, education
and health care and whether
there are cuts in those areas.

“I think it hits us more than
any other province (in those ar-
eas),” she said.

Cardinal said he was con-
cerned funding provided to pri-
vate industries for job creation
could be cut back.

“That could, no doubt, mean
cutting back on Native funds
designed for economic develop-
ment.”

He said if that happens it
could really have a negative im-
pact on the Native community,
which depends on those pro-
grams.

Although Littlechild is upset
Native communications was hit
so hard, he is pleased with the
overall budget. He said the gov-
ernment had to cut the deficit
and has done it in this budget.

Meanwhile, at least two local

Slaug} ggg&w 5

Windspeaker was a victim of federal cutbacks

organizations are happy with the
cuts to government-funded Na-
tive newspapers.

Larry Desmeules, president of
the Metis Association of Alberta
(MAA), said he’s particularly
pleased to see Windspeaker —
with which he’s had a running
feud — cut.

“Some ways it (the budget)

will have a positive impact, in
other ways it will have a negative
impact,” he said. “I understand
you people are being cut out,
that’s a positive impact.”
He said the MAA doesn’t get
much money from the federal
overnment, therefore “it
oesn’t really matter.” :
Alberta Native News, a pri-

LAC LA BICHE
CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE

Bion

Saturday, March 31 19

Bert Crowfoot Photo

vately-run paper, also welcomes -
the government’s decision,
which will force Native papers
across Canada to become self-
sufficient or to fold, said associ-
ate editor Deborah Shatz.

“We applaud a move that
would take taxpayer’s money
away from newspapers,” she
said.

Traditional Dinner to
Follow 5:30 - 6:30
Served by Local

2001

“ Dance tofollow with

0 Trophies and cash prlzes to

Junior 12to 18
Senior Vocal

Group Square Dance
Competition

Talent Show
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"0 Entry fee $10p

ber of co

Courtesy drivers available
at the dance.

be determined by

~ $18.00 couple
- $12.00 single
$6.00 seniors

Tickets
include

talent, dinner
and dance!

Dance Social
(Live Band)
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The Budget

Layotfs loom at Native Press
Radio station also squeezed

By John Holman
indspeaker Staff Writer

YELLOWKNIFE, NWT

A northern Native newspaper
was to issue layoff notices March
1 if no options were found to
replace funding it lost from the
$3.4 million Native Communica-
tions Program (NCP).

The newspaper, Native Press,
is published in Yellowknife by
the Native Communications
Society (NCS) of the western
NWT, which also operates
CKNM-FM radio.

“It’s a lot like losing a loved
one suddenly in your family. It's
hard to believe 1t actually hap-
pened,” said Cathy MacQuarrie,
executive director of NCS. “We
didn’t have a lot of time to sit
around feeling sorry for our-
selves. We had to get into action.

“We’ve given ourselves until
March 1 to find some kind of
assistance and then we're going
to start issuing layoff notices,”
she said.

Michael Wilson in his budget
last week pulled all federal fund-
ing from 11 aboriginal papers
across Canada, including Native
Press, and he chopped 16 per cent
from the Northern Native Broad-
cast Access Program (NNBAP).

Native Press had an annual
budget of $217,000, which was
covered entirely by the federal
government. Funding was cut
off effective March 31, 1990.
CKNM-FM also faces an $83,000
cut to its annual $520,000 budget.

Funding for both operations
had been trozen, without cost of
living increases, for the last five
years.

MacQuarrie was shocked
when she first heard of the cuts

last week. She said the organiza-
tion is fighting against the cuts
through the national media in an
effort to pressure the govern-
ment to back down.

“We’ve been doing major
media campaigns. This issue has
hit As It Happens, Newsworld, and
Time magazine. You'll also see
articles in the Globe and Mail and
the Toronto Star — the Ottawa
Citizen has already picked it up,”
MacQuarrie said. “I don’t think
the government had any idea
there would be this kind of na-
tional attention 1tlo what is basi-
cally a very small program.”

I¥1 conjralnction }‘)Vltﬁr the Inuit
Broadcasting Corporation (IBC)
and the Inuit Communications
Society, NCS has appealed to
NWT Native residents to call
secretary of state in Ottawa. The
radio station issues the depart-
ment’s phone numbers every 20
minutes and asks people to call
to help save the radio station and
newspaper.

Support from the people is
crucial for Native communica-
tions, said MacQuarrie. She’s
confident pressure would en-
courage the federal government
to reverse its decision and said
the campaign is already well
underway.

“IBC started a petition oppos-
ing the cuts in Baker Lake (Eeb.
22) and within five hours they
had 546 signatures. That is about
half of the community,” she said.

In the meantime NCS is nego-
tiating for emergency funding
from the government of the
NWT for Native Press and
CKNM, should the campaign to
overturn the cuts be unsuccess-

7

Typesetter and layout artist Phoebe Nahanni flashes a smile in the
face of the problems Native Press will face in the future.

ful.

“There is assistance available
from the departments of eco-
nomic development and culture
and communications,” Mac-
Quarrie said. “But it’s not very
much. This government just got
hit with cuts themselves. At the
very least they will help us de-
velop a business plan and do
everything they can to make sure
nobody Joses their job. But
thegr’re making no promises.”

he said Native Press can
achieve self-sufficiency but notin

i A
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time for the new fiscal year,
which begins April 1.

“We need time and suddenly
the federal government just gave
us six weeks to do it,” MacQuar-
rie said.

Native Press employs eight
people and publishes twice a
month. It's circulated to all 26
communities in the western Arc-
tic. CKNM radio employs 10
people and gives news and cov-
erage in four different languages
including Chipewyan, South
Slavey, Dogrib, and English.

There’s also three administrative
staff shared between both opera-
tions.

The 16 per cent cut to the $13.2
million BAP, which funds
CKNM, has put the station out
on a limb.

“If the funding had stayed the
same without any cuts, starting
in Al])Dl'il we would have had to
cut back in programming and
perhaps in one or two staff posi-
tions at the end of the year,” said
CKNM'’s general manager Percy
Kinney.

“I think CKNM radio will
survive in some form,” he de-
clared. “We can take the $400,000
and produce less programming.
Whether we can maintain that on
our own private network is an-
other question.”

The station also received
$25,000 a year from NCP for
training radio announcers and to
maintain transmitters in the 26
communities it serves.

When radio station equip-
ment breaks, money will have to
be found in the station’s meagre
budget further affecting the
quantity of programming or
staffing of the station, said Kin-
ney.

CKNM will now also have to
shoulder the full cost of adminis-
trative staff and the rent; Native
Press paid half those salaries and
a large portion of the rent.

“That’s an extra $80,000,”
Kinney said.

He just hopes, like man
people across Canada, enoug
pressure can be exerted to con-
vince the federal government to
reverse the cuts to the Native
communications programs.
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‘Draconian” budget will be intolerable — AFN

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker gtaff Writer

OTTAWA

Reaction by the Assembly of
First Nations (AFN) to last
week’s federal budget was swift
and strong.

The budget measures intro-
duced by Finance Minister
Michael Wilson will lead to “un-
precedented and intolerable”

for Canada’s 500,000
ople, said the AFN.
Nationa Chief Georges

Erasmus said in a prepared state-

ment Wilson’s “draconian”

budget will further widen the
gap between aboriginal and non-
aboriginal people.

In his budget Wilson limited

hardship
aboriginal

some Indian Affairs programs to

a five per cent increase. That in-
cludes self-government, eco-
nomic development, lands, reve-

SUPER A

nues and trusts, capital facilities
and community services and
band management. The five per
cent cap doesn’t apply to educa-
tion, social assistance and com-
prehensive claims.

Wilson is “treating First Na-
tions as if we’re one of the
wealthy provinces with a large
tax and economic base to offset
federal spending cuts,” said
Erasmus.

“It's insidious. When do First
Nations stop playing catch up?
Program capping means our
children will have to continue to
attend dilapidated schools over
the next two years. Capping
means 40 per cent of our people
will continue to live in substan-
dard and crowded housing.
Capping means our communi-
ties will not be able to build
much needed water and com-

munity infrastructure systems.
The Mulroney government is
cutting basic services — services

most Canadians take for

granted,” he said.

“There is a great misconcep-
tion out there the federal govern-
ment is improving the social and
economic well-being of First
Nations by pouring billions
upon billions of dollars into our
communities. That is a complete
distortion of the truth,” said
Erasmus.

“In fact since 1984 we have.

witnessed a steady net loss in
available program dollars, be-
cause the federal government
refuses to fully compensate for
inflationand our immense popu-
lation growth. Wilson’s capping
on Indian programs represents
the worst case scenario as far as
our people are concerned,”

stated Erasmus.

He said First Nations live
under deplorable conditions and
face unparalleled economic
hardship with unemployment
rates ranging from 30 per cent to
90 per cent in most communities.
On-reserve housing is in bad
shape in many cases with 30 to
50 per cent of on-reserve housing
in need of major repair com-
pared to a rate of less than seven
per cent for Canadian homes.

Erasmus also took Ottawa to
task for slashing funds for Native
communications societies and

olitical organizations as well as
unding for aboriginal cultural
and language preservation pro-
grams.

“The federal government
through these cuts is effectively
erasing a distinct and unique
characteristic of Canada.”
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*Kree Initial Consultation

""Your interests are
protected by Macdonald
& Freund'

1350 Scotia Place
Edmonton, Alberta

424-7201
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ADVERTISE IN

Catch the

HEARD DAILY ON CBC-TV
6:00 a.m. - 9:00a.m.
Daily broadcasts --- up to the minute news, enter-
tainment and much more.
¢ Edmonton and Area
®* Northern Alberta
¢ Red Deer & Area
For more information call:
CFWE-FM Ray Fox Station Manager

_ P.O. Box 2250 Lac La Biche
(Direct) Tel. 423-2800 Lac La Biche Studio 623-3333 Fax: 623-2811

NATIVE COMMUNICATIONS --
An integral part of the way Native peoples reach each other
-- a gatherer of information and a viable source of
communication between Natives everywhere.

THE INDIAN ASSOCIATION OF
ALBERTA
wishes to congratulate
AMMSA / WINDSPEAKER
as you celebrate your 7th Anniversary.

sl=lgkar
P.O. Box 516
Winterburn, Alberta

TOE 2NO
Telephone: (403) 470-5751
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NWT fighting ‘obscene’ media cuts

By John Holman
Windspeaker Staff Writer

YELLOWKNIFE, NWT

The Northwest Territories
Le%islative Assembly came out
fighting for aboriginal media
when it learned of budget cuts to

the federally-funded Native
Communications  Program
(NCP).

“It would seem the federal
Eovernment has directed its
udgetary wrath on the aborigi-
nal people of Canada,” said
Communications Minister Titus
Allooloo, an Inuit representing
Amittuq riding. &
”Programs affecting non-abo-
riginal Canadians were reduced
or frozen, but for some aborigi-
nal media organizations their
entire budgets have been vi-
ciously slashed,” said Allooloo,
who is spearheading the fight on
behalf of the government.

Allooloo said the cuts were
“outrageous” and “dispropor-
tionate.” He plans to meet with
Gerry Weiner, Minister of Secre-
tary of State, to try to persuade
him to overturn the decision.

NWT programs affected in-
clude the Native Communica-
tions Society (NCS) of the West-
ern NWT, the Inuvialuit Com-
munications Society and the
Inuit Broadcasting Corporation
(IBC) program. IBC will lose
about $615,000, about 25 per cent
of its budget. As many as 20 jobs
could be lost at IBC. There also
will be cuts to drama produc-
tions and children’s program-
ming, pointed out Kivallivik
MLA Gordon Wray.

He told the house Allooloo
has his full support “to fight
what is an obscene act on the part
of the federal government.

“IBC provides the only abo-
riginal langua%‘e television pro-
gramming in the eastern Arctic.

It is the only. link our aboriginal
people have with their language
on television,” he said.

The legislature plans to keep
the pressure on the federal gov-
ernment to reverse the decision
last week by Finance Minister
Michael Wilson to axe the $3.4
million NCP budget.

The decision stranded 11 abo-
riginal newspapers, -including
two in the . As well, the
$13.2 million Northern Native
Broadcast Access Program for in-
digenous radio and television
was slashed by 16 per cent. Both
are secretary of state programs.

Government leader Dennis
Patterson said he will let Al-
looloo lead the campaign.

“I think sometimes it's good
strategy to save the big guns for
last,” he said. “I as government
leader would follow up with the
prime minister to intervene and
see what can be done if, perish
the thought, Mr. Allooloo meets
obstacles.”

The Native ‘newspapers and
radio stations are responsible for
linking indigenous people in
isolated communities “to the rest
of the world,” Allooloo told the
legislature.

“Itis a bitter irony indeed the
Royal Mint has just yesterday
released a new coin commemo-
rating International Literacy

Year. The coin depicts an Inuit
mother with a baby in her
amauti facing a small child, both
the mother and child writing,”
he said.

“Can the federal government
really celebrate literacy by taking
money away from Native com-
munications and instead stamp
Native images on the unused
coins? Such a bitter twist of im-
age demonstrates extremely
?oor communications between

ederal programs,” he said an-

gn'g.
on Morin, MLA for Tu
Nedhe, agreed with Allooloo
and said that Native Press, pub-
lished by the NCS, has “done a
eat deal to increase literacy
evelsand improve race relations
in the North.”

Native Press has been a
“bridge over the communica-
tions gap between the media and
Native people,” agreed Yel-
lowknife Centre MLA Tony
Whitford.

The NCP funding cut “will
not only alter the quality of po-
litical debate, but it will leave a
monopoly on news and current
events to the major non-Native
media in the NWT,” he added.

This will reduce program-
ming to many people who only
understand and speak Inuktitut,
added an Inuktitut MLA.
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BEE HIVE CRAFTS & WEDDING SHOPPE
RENTALS

See us for all your wedding

supplies . ..

Thursday & Friday open till 9 p.m.

327-0724

308 - 5th Street S. Lethbridge, AB  T1J 2B5

Photo Courtesy GNWT
NWT Minister of Culture and Communications Titus Allooloo
spearheaded the movement to try to persuade Secretary of State
Gerry Weiner to overturn the budget cuts

WANTED ‘

AlbertaNative Guide Services requires guides with orwithout
camps - must be willing to contract bear and moose hunts
in Northern Alberta.
Equipment and training can be supplied if necessary.
Rates negotiable based on above.
Contact: Ken Steinhauer

Alberta Native Guide Services

3422 - 120A Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta TSW 1M4

Telephone (403) 474-3777

ALBERTA FAMILY & SOCIAL SERVICES

require General Foster Homes

ATTN:

for children of various ages and needs.

Respond to: Wetaskiwin District Office
Alberta Family & Social Services
2nd Floor, Macadil Building
5201 - 61 Avenue
Wetaskiwin, Alberta  T9A 0V5
Jeanefte Domes, /- ICI

Foster Care Worker

Social Services

£ S

HALFORD HIDE &
LR

CO. L1D.

e . 8- .

) NEW LOCATION!-NEW STOCK
% Tan Color Moose Hide, Deer & Ekk, =
Snowwhite Deer & Deersplit

Lots of Beads, Feathers, Bells, Sinew,
Turquoise and stroud. Free Catalogue,
Bead & Braid Charts
New Address: 8629-126 Ave.
(Go north off Yellowhead at 89 St.)

Edmonton, Alberta T5B 1G8 ”
'.We accept C.0.D. / VISA & MASTERCARD 1
' NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR MAIL ORDER‘S{

(403) 4

SPRING COMPETITION FOR
SCHOLARSHIPS IN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT FOR NATIVE STUDENTS

The Canadian Northern Studies Trust will award scholarships - valued at
$10,000 each - to support Native students enrolled in post-baccalaureate
degree or diploma programs at a Canadian University and who will be
commencing graduate studies on or after September 1, 1990

The educational program of the successful candidates will have special
relevance to economic development for Native peoples in Canada. Prefer-
ence will be given on the basis of academic excellence, but work-related
experience with potential for initiative and leadership qualities will be
taken into account. The subject areas that have direct bearing on eco-
nomic development will be considered, and the applicability of the course
of study to Native economic development must be demonstrated.

The awards are open to Native students who are Canadian citizens or
permanent residents of Canada. These awards are made possible by a
contribution from the Native Economic Development Program, Govern-

ment of Canada.

For information and application material, write to:
Association of Canadian Universities for Northern Studies

130 Albert Street, Suite 1915
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4

Tel. 613-238-3525

Applications are to be received by April 1, 1990
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By Josie Auger
Windspeaker Staff Writer

STAND OFF, ALTA.

Staff at Kainai News are
shocked and outraged at Ot-
tawa’s decision to axe Native
newspapers.

“The cutbacks are designed to
further isolate Native people
and make them vulnerable to the
ienorance and actions of the

nadian government,” charged
Marie Sma%lface, resident of the
Indian News Media, which pub-
lishes Kainai News at Stand Off.

“l am extremely angry! It's
criminal! It's further evidence
aboriginal people of this country
mean nothing to the existing
Canadian government!” she
said.

In September Indian News
Media officials met with senior
Ottawa personnel Florence
Woolner and Roy Jacobs to dis-
cuss policy changes to the North-
ern Native Broadcast Access Pro-

m.

“They lead us to believe there
would be policy changes and
that the changes would be posi-
tive. This was less than six
months ago. To have made this
decision the way they did is in-
credibly callous! I think it’s a
mistake that has to be corrected,”
said an angry Smallface.

Woolner and Jacobs couldn’t

be reached for comment.

The so-called improvements
for Kainai mean it has six months
to find an alternate means of
survival.

Smallface encourages all Na-
tive communications societies to
mobilize public support and to
demonstrate dissatisfaction with
the way this decision has been
made.

“For all the lip service given to
multiculturalism and citizen
development and participation
this is overt discrimination of
aborigional people of Canada!”
cries Smallface.

Native geople have the high-
est unemployment rate in Can-
ada and the tederal government
is cutting more than 100 jobs.

“It's  discouraging  our
people!” cried Smallface.

reedom of the press in Can-
ada is limited to only a few
people because most rural areas
are denied any access to commu-
nications, said Smallface. Main-
stream media do not report Na-
tive news as accurately and sen-
sitively as Native media, she
said.

The federal government
would rather put its money into
an archaic defence system than
Native newspapers and would

ainai staff outraged by cutbacks

Kainai News comes | |
under the knife
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The latest issue of Kainai brings the bad news about cutbacks

rather serve multi-national inter-  for the last 22 years and the

ests than its own people, said an _newspaper employs 12 people.

an%?{ Smallface. Last year secretary of state
ai

nai has been in existence funded the newspaper for

Bert Crowfoot Photo

$273,280. They now have six

months left to drum up alternate
sources of funding if they’re to
continue publishing.
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to Glenmore & Macleod
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Native communities want coverag

Natives in northern Alberta are hungry to have Windspeaker re-

porters visit their community.

That message came through loud and clear on my recent swing
through the Lesser Slave Lake area.

They’re eager to have a reporter out to shine a spotlight on their
community, so the rest of the world can see.

I can understand the frustration felt by some people, who haven’t
seen a reporter out their way for some time — we are after all a

community newspaper.

We’ve heard the complaints and we’ve listened. There’s been
recent discussion in fact at the newspaper about getting reporters on

the road more often.

Just as it looked as if that would happen, out of the blue came

Michael Wilson’s budget.

Ottawa pulled all of our federal funding. We're going to have to
change gears to deal with the reduced funding, starting immediately.
For instance, instead of arriving in your mailbox every week with the

latest Native news in Alberta, we

1 be coming every month.

Just what impact Wilson’s budget will have on road trips and
travelling to your community still isn’t clear though.

We cover a large area at Windspeaker. In fact I can’t think of another
weekly, uh make that bi-monthly, newspaper in Alberta that covers
such a vast area. Sending reporters on the road, especially to distant
northern communities, can be expensive and time-consuming. Ex-
penses for motel bills, phone calls, food and gas really do add up.

So, please be kind to us if we don’t get out your way as often as

you'd like.
We do like getting out there.

Speaking for myself, Ilike the opportunity. It gives me a chance to
meet new people and to report on grassroots organizations.
It’s refreshing and often allows me to take a look at the world and

my life from a new perspective.
I'd like to do it more often.

Of course, I didn’t get to meet everyone while I was in the Slave
Lake/High Prairie area, but hopefully, next time and sometime soon,
we’'ll get back to the rest of the communities.

Meanwhile, my trip, while tiring, did live up to my expectations
and I came back with some good stories, most of which you'll find in

this issue.
Hope you enjoy them.

Native woman

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Sgtaﬁ' Writer

SLAVE LAKE, ALTA.

A Native woman has made
business history in Slave Lake.

And she’s loving every min-
ute of it — well, almost every
minute.

“It makes me rather proud
and I'm very happy Slave Lake
businesspeople considered me to
be the best one for the position,”
says Ann Thompson, president
of the town’s Chamber of Com-
merce.

She’s the first Native and the
first woman to hold the post.

A 44-year-old single mother
of four children ranging in age
from 19-years-old to 25-years-old
and a grandmother of six, Th-
ompson hopes her involvement
will encourage other Native
people, particularly women, to
play a greater role in the business
community.

As a Metis- woman, Th-
ompson says she knows well
both Native and non-Native cul-
tures. “The conflict is there as we
all know. I've been very lucky to
have been enhanced by both
cultures and to have a complete
understanding of both cultures.”

Butbeing a Native in the busi-
ness world brings with it special
conflicts, she freely admits.

Alberta Energy Company is
building a 110,000-tonne-per-
year chemithermomechanical

ulp mill 19 kilometres west of
lave Lake, which is scheduled
{)Oe go into production in Decem-

I.

Thompson, who is also com-
mercial and residential proper
manager for Sawridge Band’s
off-reserve Slave Lake area hold-
ings as well as general manal%er
of Sawridge Plaza, says she has

mixed feelings about the project
and similar forestry develop-
ments proposed for the north.

“I struggle with it. My spiri-
tual teachings are in conflict with
my business mind. The pulp mill
is going to bring good things for
Slave Lake. On the other hand,”
she says, her voice trailing off.

“T've talked to many Native
people about this. It hurts inside
thinking about it. It will create
jobs for our people. It may even
create training for some if the
wish to go into itand it will hel
some families live a better life fi-
nancially,” she says.

But Thompson says she’s
concerned about the project’s
impact on the environment.

“Our Mother Earth, our wa-
ter, our air, our trees, these are all
living things to me that are being
destroyed. Hopefully with the
technology we have, these things
will be looked after properly so
the destruction isn’t greater than
the (benefits) the pulp mill will
produce,” she says.

Despite the downsides that
come with being Chamber presi-
dent, Thompson, a card-carrying
member of the Metis Association
of Alberta, is thrilled she’s living
her dream.

“Slave Lake really excites me.
It's not your typical town, it’s
beautiful, it's natural. And
there’s money to be made here. I
could see much of our mone
was being spent in Edmonton. I
wanted to be a big part of the
future of Slave Lake. And I really
dream of helping make Slave
Lake a regional centre,” says the
Cree/Cherokee woman.

Born at St. Albert and raised
by her grandparents in her
youngest years, Thompson
moved to Edmonton to be with
her mother when she was six.

ON THE
ROAD...

With Dana Wagg

High
Prairie

Enilda

Joussard
Driftpile

Lesser Slave Lake

> Slave Lake

makes business history

Ann Thompson

Her grandfather helped her
be proud of her Native heritage.
‘My girl, never be ashamed of
who and what you are,” he told
her. ‘Always be proud.” “That’s
always stayed with me.”

“l have a great love of life,
because of my Native heritage. I
have been taught to treasure life
above everything else. I have
been given many gifts by the
elders and my grandparents as
per my Nativeness.

“It'simportant to know where
you come from so you can go
torward,” says Thompson, who
believes education holds the
answers for Native people.

Proud to be a Native woman
and a Native pioneer, Thompson
also celebrates the political
breakthrough made by Lesser
Slave Lake MLA Pearl Ca-
lahasen, who in the last provin-
cial election became the first

Native woman to be elected to
the Alberta legislature.

Thompson, who was living in’

Edmonton at the time, has since
become a board member of the
Lesser Slave Lake PC Associa-
tion.

In Edmonton she had man-
aged the Hillsborough Place
apartment complex_on 109th
Street for a development com-
pany.

e Nechi-trained Thompson
was also an addictions counsel-
lor in the provincial capital. It's
not a typical background for a
Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent.

In fact a number of years ago
while living in Slave Lake before
moving to Edmonton, she was
an assistant toan AADAC coun-
sellor, who worked at back lakes
like Trout Lake, Loon Lake and
Peerless Lake.

Dana Wagg, Windspeaker

She was just starting when six
Feople died at Peerless Lake
rom drinking photocopying
fluid. “It was terrible, absolutely
terrible. That’s when I started in
earnest.”

With the help of Nechi and
AADAC, Thompson and her
supervisor took youth from the
back lakes on a 10-day bus trip to
Alkali Lake, B.C. — which suc-
cessfully fought a deep-rooted
alcohol problem — and then on
to a sun dance in Saskatchewan.

Thompson says her responsi-
bilities are onerous, but says she
has more time for them since
she’s single. “I have time to put
into the dreams I have. That’s
what I am doing. All of the jobs
gut together are very demanding

ut I enjoy it tremendously.

“There’s a place in the busi-
ness world for any Native, who
wants to be there,” she says.

T
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By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Sgtaﬁ‘ Writer

“I don’t know if anybody has onto their sides with managers
SLAVE LAKE, ALTA. any spirits left,” he says with a inside, he says.

Feb. 7 marked Felix Auger’s
1,399th day on strike against
Zeidler Forest Industries Ltd.,
but to him it was just another
day.

“I never count the days. I just
come.”

Although public opinion in
nearby Slave Lake isn’t on the
side of the strikers, the 40-year-
old Metis man is more deter-
mined than ever to see the al-
most four-year-old  strike
through to the end.

He insists he’ll be on strike “as
long as it takes.”

uger is one of 40 members of
IWA Canada Local 1-207 still
picketing the veneer plant lo-
cated in the Mitsue Industrial
Area east of Slave Lake. Sixteen
of the picketers are Native
people.

“The longer it takes, the
stronger the 40 of us get,” he
says.

“We’re all in this together as
brothers and sisters. If they kick
the union out, what do you think
you’re going to be working for —

$4 an hour? The union is the
only reason we have high
wages.”
ut, as for being in high spir-
its, well, that’s another thing,.

chuckle. “Everybody comes
here, because they believe in the
union. They believe the union is
going to win this.”

But pressed on the matter he
wavers — “It all depends what
side of the bed I get up on.”

On April 11, 1986 Auger and
about 95 co-workers walked off
their jobs to protest plans by
Zeidler to introduce a two-tier
wage system and to cut back on
pension benefits. The latest offer
would see workers get an aver-
age wage of about $16 an hour.

ages would start at $10.53 an
hour and rise to $15.24 after six
months. They were earning
about $13 an hour when the
strike began.

Zeidler fired 20 workers at the
plant, who were charged with
picket-line violence, and two
more at its Edmonton plant,
where workers walked out in
March 1988. The union insists the
22 people be rehired; Zeidler is
adamant they will not be.

“We know we havea very fair
offer on the table, a good offer,”
says John Heffernan, Zeidler's
manager of human resources.

But there’s “an impasse” over
the fired men, some of whom
were convicted of extreme vio-
lence such as rolling vehicles

Others beat up workers, he
says. “People really did fear for
their lives.”

Well over 100 charges were
laid.

Heffernan estimated about 15
of the 40 remaining strikers were
terminated; Auger was not.

Every Wednesday Auger puts
inan 11 1/2 hour strike shiftand
can be found inside the green
union shack outside the Zeidler
plant from 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

He doesn’t question spending
almost four years of his life on
strike. “I believe my kids are
going to be working in the union,
too, and I'm doing it for them as
well as your kids.

“If I had to come here every
single day I would.”

e has lots of time on his
hands the rest of the week but
doesn’t socialize much with
townspeople from Slave Lake,
where he says there’s no support
whatsoever for the strike.

“They don’t understand any-
thing in Slave Lake. Theg/ reo
out for themselves. To hell wit
them, if that’s the way they want
to be.

“When you’ve got nobody
supportinﬁlyou, you don’t want
to do anything anyway, (except)
just stay at home.”
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Besides, most of his friends
are at Wabasca, where he and his
wife were born.

The couple have six children
(two girls/four boys) ranging in
age from five to 15. “It gets pretty
rough sometimes, like last
Christmas when they couldn’t
get what they wanted.”

The older children under-
stood and were supportive but
the younger children like five-

ear-old Lisa didn’t understand.

isa, who was a toddler when
the strike started, still doesn’t
know where her daddy goes
when he leaves the house. “She
figures I'm coming to work.”

Unlike some ot the more for-
tunate strikers, Auger, who has
lived in Slave Lake since 1974,
doesn’t own his own home and
has to make monthly mortgage
payments. But Alberta Mortgage
and Housing Corporation has
been ”pretr{ supportive” help-
ing the family balance its budget
by reducing monthly house pay-
ments. Of course it’ll take longer
to pay off the house.

Auger was a loader operator
at Zeidler, where he had worked
for six years when the strike
began. He was bringing home
about $1,200 every two weeks.

Strike pay now gives him $784
every two weeks, 65 per cent of
what he used to make.
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The sign says it all

The entrance to the plant
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“We had to cut down on quite
a lot of things like recreation.
There’s no more picture shows
for the kids. They don’t get their
bikes like they used to. They
don’t get their shoes; now we
make sure they’re worn out be-
fore they get a new pair.”

Even those who have found
jobs elsewhere would be more
than willing to come back to
work if the strike ended, says
Auger. Meanwhile, some of
them have found work at
Weldwood of Canada’s nearby
oriented strandboard plant. Oth-
ers are working as laborers.

In all 14 people, including two
Natives, have crossed the picket
line to go back to work. No
women have crossed.

But no one has crossed since
October. That strikebreaker’s
name is in large letters on the so-
called scab list just across the
road from the plant’s main gate.

Everybody felt “terrible,” says
Auger, as he recalls while chang-
ing the strike day to read 1,39%.
Two video cameras inside the
Zeidler gate follow him captur-
ing his every move.

Coincidentally, the man, who
crossed in October, crossed at the
same time as the company al-
leged there’d been an attempted
fire at the plant. Zeidler is offer-
ing $10,000 for information about

the fire and about tree-spiking on
the 160-acre plant site.

Auger denies the allegations.
“Nobody from the picket line did
that. I'm sure of that,” he says.

Heffernan says there’s no
proof “yet” the IWA or the pick-
eters were involved.

The police investigation is
ongoing and very active, he says,
noting fingerprints were ob-
tained at the site.

Heffernan says those in-
volved “got damn close” to car-
rying out their plans. “It was
very well thought out and very
professional,” he says.

A security guard making an
unscheduled patrol with a guard
dog found igniters, hundreds of
feet of rope, apparently to be
used as a wick, numerous cans of
flammable mixtures like kero-
sene and alarm clocks set to go
off at a specific time.

Meanwhile, the clock contin-
ues to tick on the walkout while
the plant is operating at full ca-
pacity with over 100 employees
staffing three daily shifts — there
were two before the strike. If
there’s no settlement, the strikers
will mark their 1,500th day May
19 as they march towards their
fifth year. But then, who's count-
ing?

gSlave Lake is 251 kilometres
northwest of Edmonton.
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Success putting the squeeze
on High Prairie centre

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Sgtaff Writer

HIGH PRAIRIE, ALTA.

The High Prairie Friendship
Centre has become a victim of its
own success. Cramped for space,
because of its popular and ex-
Eanding programs, it's on the

unt for more space.

“We’ve run ourselves out of
room,” said Loraine Duguay, the
centre’s executive director.

The organization is consider-
ing renovating the existing build-
ing or constructing a new build-
ing. “We're definitely looking at
more space either way.”

Duguay said it’s also possible
the centre might decide to have
two buildings — one could be
used for administrative purposes
while the other could be used for
recreation purposes like an ex-

anded weight room and racket-
all courts.

She said the centre has ap-
lied for $15,000 in provincial
unding to do an engineering

study, which would help assess
the need.

Duguay said at least twice as
much space as the existing 5,000
sq. ft. building.is needed.

A building savings’ account,
provincial and federal grants as
well as fund-raising would make
the new $500,000 to $700,000
building a reality, she said.

The friendship centre has
been in the existing building at
4919-51st Ave. for eight years.

Meanwhile, centre staff are fo-
cusing their efforts on the up-
coming Volunteer Appreciation
Night March 10. This year volun-
teers from other High Prairie
agencies and surrounding com-
munities are being recognized
with those from the friendship
centre, said assistant director
Kathy Bellerose.

She said about 300 people are
expected to attend including MP
Jack Shields and MLA Pearl Ca-
lahasen.

Volunteers are essential to the
continued operation of the
centre. They not only help out
extensively at parties, banquets
and bingos, but they’re totally in
charge of the Eagle Fitness
Centre and its work-out facilities
. like the stationary bike, the
weights and®the universal sta-
tion.

“We couldn’t do it without all
the volunteers,” says secreta
Penny Roberts. “They’ve all
given countless hours.”

The fitness centre, which is
open from9a.m. to 9 p.m., hasa
low membership fee of $2 a year,
although it’s due to rise to $50 a

~year. The existing fee doesn’t.

even cover operating costs, notes
rogram co-ordinator Lonnie
illier, while the new fee would
help pay some of the costs of an
expansion.
“We do offer quite alot for the
price of membership,” he says.
As well as being a helpful
source of information, the centre
operates a thrift shop, where
clothing can be obtained, and an
area for crafts bought from local
craftspeople.
And on Fridays soup and
bannock can be had for $1.50.
Free coffee is always on.
“The friendship centre is very
important in this area. High Prai-
rie is surrounded by a lot of re-
serves and it's some place for

The crafts area Dana Wagg, Windspeaker

Native peopleto go to getahelp-  tivities, he says.

ing hand. But the centre isn’t just “We get every class of people
for Natives; it’s for non-Natives in here from people, who sleep
as well,” says Bellerose. on the streets to lawyers working

United Church minister, Rev. out. So it affects a lot of people,”
Paul Logan, one of the centre’s says Roberts, noting the centre
board members, uses the fitness meets many different needs. It

Dana Wagg, Windspeaker

centre about three times a week. will even lend a hand to people Lonnie Willier and Kathy Bellerose
The centre plays a valuable role needin% assistance in filling out
by promoting cross cultural ac- unemployment insurance forms.
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General Delivery
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determine the efficacy of his techniques, commited himself to utilizing
Indian medicine as a means of cross-cultural understanding and a a form
of holistic healing.
OBJECTIVES

N The objectives of the Traditional Native Healing Society are as
N follows:

'
eg e
 To promote, encourage, and teach Indian culture, customs, beliefs and
[ Philip G. S. Lokken | | =

* To research the treatment of diseases and ailments using traditional

Indian remedies.
B A I I B * To provide for the treatment or prevention of diseases and ailments by
™ L) - incorporating traditional Indian healing and remedies.

* To experiment with adapting traditional Indian healing practices and
remedies to the modern situation in terms of professional services and
facilities.

Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public To accomplish these objectives it is the intention of the Society
(AISO of the Saskatchewan Bar) to undertake a full program of activities and events.

Traditional Native Healing Society

P.O. Box 1882, High Prairie, AB TOG 1EO
(403)849-5540 Enclosed is my $ tax deductible contribution to the Traditional

Native Healing Society.
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Hank Giroux with the band's cattle Inset: house on Driftpile reserve
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Driftpile band driven to be self-sufficient

By Dana Wasgg
Windspeaker Staff Writer

DRIFTPILE RESERVE, ALTA.

Althoughit’'s a have-not band,
Driftpile Reserve has been
slowly, but steadily moving to-
wards greater independence,
according to band officials.

“We’re moving along at our
own pace without having to
bring in a consultant at $300 a
day,” said Chief Clifford Free-
man.

The band bites off only as
many challenges as it can chew
at any one time, so growth is in
line with.the resources available
to handle it, he said, noting the
band wants to stay away from
hiring off-reserve workers.

“As a leader, sometimes my
expectations are too high,” he
said. “There’s a lot of growing to
do by our administration, which
would allow them to take on
new initiatives.”

Even small projects can be
tricky to implement, Freeman
said.

The band’s administration is
the only one he knows of in Al-
berta totally run by Natives, said
Freeman with pride. And the
employees are all members of
the Dniftpile community.

J.R. Giroux

The band emﬁloys 41 Feople,
including 20 at the school.

He said the band, despite
being a have-not band, is closer
to attaining self-government
than many others.

“With your own communi
members, you're able to get 110

er cent versus somebody com-
ing here, who will get the job
done just for the money,” said
band administrator J. R. Giroux.

He sought and obtained the
council’s approval when he took
the job three yearsago to setupa

Canada  Posles
Fosi Canada

%
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training plan, which would al-
low community members to u
grade their skills in areas like
accounting, so they would be
eligible to compete when vacan-
cies arose.

The results speak for them-
selves.

It's somewhat of a blessing in
disguise for Driftpile that it is a
have-not band, says the chief,
since it has made the band self-
sufficient.

It doesn’t have the money to
pay for outside expertise so if it

Band gives town
first enclosed mall

By Dana Wagg
V\;;ndspeaker ?taﬁ‘ Writer

SLAVE LAKE, ALTA.

Slave Lake has its first en-
closed sh(szing centre thanks to
e Band.

The band plays a large role in
the local economy, notes Ann
Thompson, general manager of
Sawridge Plaza. In addition to
the new mall, the band’s Slave
Lake holdings include Sawridge
Truck Stop and Sawridge Hotel
as well as a modern apartment
complex.

“The band has been a definite
asset to the town of Slave Lake,
because of its economic develop-
ment,” she says.

The mall, which is wholly-
owned by the band, is filling u
slowly, but Thompson is confi-
dent the $5-million plaza will be
full bz fall.

“Shoppers are very, very ex-
cited about the mall” which
brings an uptown feel to the area,
she says. “It's one of the most
beautitul buildings I have had an
opportunity to work with.”

e first tenant, 8,180 sq. ft
Fields, opened in August while a
20,000 sq. ft. Woolworths opened
in November. There’ll be about
30 tenants when the mall is fully
occupied.

An 80-seat food court located
near the centre of the mall will be
home for four fast-food outlets;
including two which have al-
ready opened: Fuzzy Orange
and Burgers Plus.

The centre court, which will
be used to host communi
events, was used by a local hig
school band at Christmas to en-
tertain shoppers. It will also be
used for things like flea markets
and arts and crafts displays.

“We intend to do our utmost

to make this a community mall.”
Most of the space in the
101,000 sq. ft. mall, which is iden-
tical to a Spruce Grove shopping
centre, has already been taken,
says Thompson noting about 73
er cent of the space has been

eased.

The Bank of Nova Scotia will
be opening a branch in the shop-

ing centre. There’ll be a large
otter{ and magazine centre.
And the band itself plans to get
in the grocery business.

It hopes to open a 25,000 sq. ft.
Plaza Food Fare April 1 soust% of
Fields, which will complement
the band’s hotel and truck stop,
observes Thompson.

The band saw the potential

several years ago of building a
mall and had market studies
done, she says. “This wasn’t an
overnight decision.

“Slave Lake as a whole has
been doing a complete face-lift.
We as part of downtown are
very he}ppy other retailers will be
doing face-lifts on their fronts,”
says Thompson.

“It was time for it to happen.
Slave Lake is a very progressive
town.”

Meanwhile, even before the
paint is dry at Sawridge Plaza,
the owners are thinking of ex-
pansion, but Thompson won't
talk publicly about Phase 2.

In addition to its local hold-
ings, the band has hotels at Jas-
per and Fort McMurray.

Kentu

c
Fried Chicken

ChickenVillage

"Itta Kameyo Nokwatami Michchesa"

« CHICKEN - BURGERS -+ SALADS
« FRENCH FRIES - DAIRY PRODUCTS
CATERING

Grimshaw, McKenzie Hwy.
High Prairie, 5100 - 53 Ave.

Peace River, 9501 - 100 St.

332-1300
523-3233

624-2141

wants something done, the band
members have to do it.

“For a have-not band, you're
in a position that whatever you
do in order to accomplish it, you
have to do it yourself as opposed
to a band, which has a lot of re-
sources. Whatever they want to
do, they just go hire and have it
done. They don’t get the hands-
on experience of how to do that
particular task,” said Chief Free-
man.

“In our situation we have no
choice. If we want it, we have to

o out and do it. It’s not as
ough we can look in our bank
account and hire someone to do
it for us. That made a large dif-
ference for us. It didn’t leave us
sitting and waiting for someone
to come and do it for 1;3. That
kind of experience real ays
off,” he saics).e i

“Suddenly we became rich,”
said Giroux, 36, a former special
constable.

The band’s drive to self-suffi-
ciency includes aggressively
seeking to hire out itsequipment
for contract work. For instance a

Admission:
General
Unlimited Entrants:

High Prairie Native Friendship Centre
Proudly Presents the

3rd Annual Talent Show

eMar. 24, 1990 ¢Elk's Hall (downtown)
eDoors Open 6:00 p.m. .eShow at 7:00

p.m.
Seniors & Children (12 & under)

must register in advance
Deadline for Entries: Mar. 14, 1990 ($5 registration fee)

band Caterpillar is at Grande
Prairie grading right-of-way fora
pipeline.

Meanwhile, the band hopes to
cash in on employment opportu-
nities provided by the pu [{?Vmill
being Euilt at Slave Lake. “We're
concerned about the environ-
mental impact of any pulp mill
development, but we're realistic
enough to see the economic
benefits,” says Giroux.

More than 500 people live on
the 15,688 acre reserve — the
band has about 1,150 members
— which despite its have-not
status has its band-operated
school with about 130 students in
attendance.

Headway has been made in
the education field, too, said Gir-
oux, pointing out the average

rade level has risen two grades
in the last five years, from Grade
3 to Grade 5.

And the number of Grade 12
graduates has also risen dramati-
cally from one graduate in 1980
to five graduates in 1988.

Driftpile is 65 kilometres west

of Slave Lake.

$1.50
$3.00

Vocdal

Instrumental

Junior & Senior Events
Special Categories

(e.g. lip-sync, jigging)

Categories:

D000

"Come on out and enjoy a fun packed
evening of live entertainment!"
For more information contact the

4919-51 Avenue  friendship centre.

Box 1448 523-4511 523-4512

High Prairie, AB TOG 1E0

Talent Show

March @th
Al T
All Categories. All ages
Amateurs only

For more information
Call 849 - 3039

Slave Lake

Native Friendship Centre

416-6th Ave. N.E. Slave Lake, Alberta TOG 2A2
(403) 849-3039
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Steady growth for AVC — Lesser Slave Lake

GROUARD, ALTA.

Alberta Vocational Centre
(AVC)— Lesser Slave Lake, the
largest educator of Native stu-
dents in Alberta, just keeps get-
ting larger.

As of September the centre,
which also ranks as the second
largest rural institution in the

rovince after Lakeland College,
ad 46 programs in 21 communi-
ties with over 800 students. That
compares to Sept. 1988 enrol-
ments of 689 students in 35 pro-
ams in 18 communities.

“We’ve had a steady increase
in the number of students,” said
communications  consultant
Rhonda DeLorme.

Colle§e president Dan Van-
dermeulen said he was “ex-
tremelﬁ pleased with the growth.
Even though the centre is a very
large institution, the need for
community involvement and
representation is clearly recog-
nized. The input from these com-
munities has been a critical factor
in the centre’s growth.”

AVC Lesser Slave Lake pro-
vides services to over 22 commu-
nities in an area of over 85,000
square kilometres.

It provides programs in Chi-

ewyan Lake, Peerless Lake,

rout Lake, Loon Lake, Cadotte
Lake, Atikameg, Wabasca/Des-
marais, Gift Lake, Calling Lake,
Peavine, East Prairie, Little Buf-
falo, Peace River, Falher, McLen-
nan, Valleyview, High Prairie,
Faust, Kinuso, Swan Hills, Flat
Bush, Grouard and Slave Lake.

A number of new facilities are
also underway including an $11-
million facility at Slave Lake,
which will open in the fall of
1991. It will house 28 classrooms,
a full-service cafeteria, a day-care
centre, a gymnasium and an
aquatic centre.

A new faci{,i\?l has also been
approved for Wabasca/Desma-
réais; it will ge O?) combinedCAVC

ampus an ortunity Co
buil ing..Constr}t)lction itsyscherg?
uled to start this spring.

This past fall an 18-unit stu-
dent family housing project
opened at Grouard campus,
which also boasts a new 60 child
da}i:}c\are centre.

e majority of career training
rograms are offered at the Slave
ake and Grouard campuses.

Adult basic education and
high school education are offered
at the other 19 campuses.

HOUSE OF

FURNITURE CO. LTD.
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Bev's Beauty
Salon
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High Prairie, Alberta TOG 1EQ
523-4695

e Color ¢ Perm
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* Blowdry e Iron
¢ Braids
¢ Focus 21 Hair

Products
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AVC - Lesser Slave Lake (Grouard Campus)

“It makes it a lot easier for

their Grade 12 to go to school in  cially if they have families,” said
them if they haven’t finished

their own communities, espe- DeLorme.

KAPOWN CENTRE

Rehabilitation & Treatment Centre

« Prearranged and completed Transportation ar-
rangments to and from Kapown Centre

« Adequate tobbacco supplies if patient uses these
items.

* No perspective client is refused treatment due to
lack of resources.

Kapown Centre

General Delivery
GROUARD, Alberta TOG 1C0

(403)

« Chemical dependency treatment services directed
toward people 16 years of age and older

 Minimum 6 week residential program.

* “Total Person” Concept utilized

« 24 hour in-patient care

» Continuous intake

* Patients referred to the Centre must have:

« Minimum 72 hours sobriety

* Personal grooming items such as comb, toothbrush
and toothpaste

» Extra clothing with one set suitable for outdoor wear
» Two pairs of footwear, one suitable for indoor use and
for outdoor wear

« Valid Health Care Card or equivalent

« Completed Admission form which include Referral
and Medical report. This form can be brought in by
either the patient or mailed prior to Patient's admission
date.
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SUNRISE COFFEE SHOP FIRESIDE DINING LOUNGE
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The Sawridge can accommodate large or small groups/conferences. We boast 166 rooms and eight
suites. Our banquet/meeting facilities has a capacity of two to 350 people. Our room rates are
compatible to everyone's budget. Call (403)849-4101 for reservations.

CHAMPS SPORTS LOUNGE

SAWRISGE HOTELS
P.O.__[-?:_ox 879, Slave Lake, Alberta TOG 2A0 @ (403)849-4104 Fax: 849-3426
FOR OTHER FINE SAWRIDGE LOCATIONS CALL TOLL FREE: .
Sawridge Jasper: 1-800-661-6427

Sawridge Fort McMurray:1-800-661-6567

SAWRIDGE TRUCK STOP & RESTAURANT
@® Full Fuel Service Open 24 Hours @ 24 Hour Mobile Tire Service
@® 8 am. -5 p.m. Licensed Mechanic Mon. to Fri. -- 849-2627
SAWRIDGE PLAZA SHOPPING CENTRE
Now Leasing
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Friendship centre a helping place

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Sgtaﬁ‘ Writer

SLAVE LAKE, Alta.

Peggy Roberts is in the middle
of an interview with a newspa-
per reporter when the phone
rin%;and she asks to be excused.

e reporter entertains him-
self with a cup of coffee in the
waiting room while watching a
local man get help from the sec-
retary filling out a form.

Roberts, the executive director
of the Slave Lake Native Friend-
ship Centre, returns about 15
minutes later.

The call was from a Native
Counselling worker, who
needed help for a woman, who
had no food or heat in her lo
house. Roberts quickly provide
some emergency help, which
will see the woman through her
crisis.

Meanwhile, a wake has just
ended in the centre’s hall and
women are browsing in the
clothing room while they search
for what they, their children or
families need.

In a small office not too far
from the reception area, Theresa
LaRocque and Heather Moss
field calls as the try to drum up
support for a safe house for
abused women and their chil-
dren.

And at the other end of the
building in the weight room Ha-
rold Norberg, an operator for
Husky Oil, works out with his
son Mark and fiancee Heather
Gullion. Norberg, who lost his
right eye in a trafficaccident after
he fell asleep while driving,
works out at the friendship
centre five times a week. '

The centre touches the lives of
many people and Roberts is visi-
bly pleased. She talks enthusias-
tically about the vital role it plays
in the Slave Lake community
and doesn’t appear rattled at the
demands on the huge centre and
her time.

There seems to be no end to
the activities or services pro-
vided: dances, translation serv-
ices, a summer assistance pro-
gram for seniors, a curling bon-
spiel, a talent show, volunteer
appreciation night, a fun in the
sun summer program for chil-
dren, Moms ‘n’ Tots.......

Roberts doesn’tjust sit behind

Harold Norberg

a desk. She’sa hands-on director.
“Inever know when I'm going to
be in the kitchen washing dishes,
making a lunch or moving some-
thing,” she says.

“You always have to be pre-
pared and you have to be able to
think on your feet.”

During the disastrous flood,

“which hit Slave Lake in July 1988,

the community pulled together.
The friendship centre was con-
verted to an emeligenc babysit-
ting service. The Red Cross pro-
vided diapers while eight centre

staff members tended to 60 chil-
dren. “It was pretty hectic,”
chuckles Roberts. “We just sat
here and held babies.”

“We're fortunate to have such
a large centre,” says Roberts,
who has held the post of execu-
tive director the last two years.

She also has a full plate of
other responsibilities holding
down a position on a day-care
board and a health services com-
mittee. She also sits on the Slave
Lake Advanced Education
Board, the Interagency Steering

Dad's N Lad's

For your clothing & footwear needs
Tux rentals available

523-3687
Dad's N Lad's Clothing
Box 209 High Prairie, AB.

HIGH PRAIRIE AUTO SALES
& SALVAGE CO. LTD.

v 24 Hour Towing ¢v* Mechanic
On duty Mon - Fri. 8 am. to 5 p.m.

Box 716, High Prairie, AB TOG 1EO

523-4444

\

““RECOVERIN

-
X\
e
P , !
3

RIS
LPING HA.)ND"
the /’P

' Al
&

T
The Metis/Indian Town Alcohol Association

(MITAA Centre) appreciate and support
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Committee and she’s a provin-
cial member of the Slave Lake
Housing Authority.

“As adirector you have to get
out there.”

The centre is highly regarded
in the community and enjoys
strong support from local busi-
nesses. Roberts attributes much
of that to the prominent people,
who serve on the board.

The board members include
Henry Sinclair, Ray Dupres,
lawyer Phil Lokken, town coun-
cillor Pally Pillay, Fred and

Marie Auger, Butch L'Hirondelle
and special constable Alex
Courtoreille.

“Our work is made easier by
the community. Slave Lake re-
ally backs us in donations.”

It’s in the middle of renova-
tions but Roberts is dreaming of
making a $100,000 expansion to
the recreation area a reality. The
added income could contribute
to the centre’s operating costs.

As it is the centre is just two
years away from burning its
mortgage. Paying it off will give
the centre more freedom and will
allow for program expansion.

A member of the Tallcree
band, Roberts, 39, spent a decade
working with the provincial

overnment in the Native Affairs
cretariat, then she moved over
to Native Counselling Services
and then to the Edmonton Public
School Board, where she worked
as a liaison worker with the
Sacred Circle program.

“I can relate well to people.
That's one of my biggest
strengths,” she says, soundin
like she loves her job. “It’s chal-
lenging, it’s exciting and the pay
is reasonably good.”

It's rewarding, she confides
“knowing you get some re-
wards, knowing you are able to
help people.”

Ray's General Store

* Raw Fur Buyer

e Trapping Supplies
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e Hardware
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General Delivery, Grouard, Alberta TOG 1CO

Economic, Social and Spiritual
nt All Being Part Of
Our Greai Community From

Halcrow, Council,
Band Members And Staff

«  Enilda, Alberta
\ TOG OW0

Telephone:
(403) 751-3800
(403) 751-3813
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Native media “vital', says Hodgson

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Sgtaff Writer

EDMONTON

Native newspapers and radio
stations are “vital” programs in
the aboriginal communi?/, sa%:s
the executive director of Nechi
Institute.

“If you don’t have Indian me-
dia promoting what’s happen-
ing, each community becomes
isolated,” said Maggie Hodgson,
a leading figure in the Native
community’s fight against sub-
stance abuse.

She said she was “shocked” to
hear the extent of federal budget
cuts to Windspeaker, which alon
with 10 other Native papers wi
lose all federal funding because
of the budget recently intro-
duced by Finance Minister
Michael Wilson.

Hodgson said while she had
expected most government de-
gartments to be cut, “it’s beyond

elief you guys are experiencing
that cut.”

The federal government mis-
takenly saw Native newspapers
as soft programs and frills, which
could be cut, rather than as the
”vi(tial” programs they are, she
said.

Maggie Hodgson

She encouraged the Native
community to protest the cuts to
the government. “It's up to the
Indian community to say ‘Mr.
Wilson this is not a soft program.
This is a very necessary and vital
part of our society, a way of com-
municating with each other.”

“Windspeaker has done a lot to
promote the positive develop-
ments in Indian communities
starting from ANCS (Alberta Na-
tive Communications Society)
days. Before that, Indian com-
munities were isolated while
regular media tended to sensa-
tionalize (things like) deaths at
Peerless Lake. Mainstream soci-
ety. and Indian people heard
about failures,” said Hodgson.

She said Windspeaker, which
publishes an annual section in its
newspaper on the fight against
substance abuse, “has furthered
the cause of fighting substance
abuse in a vigorous way.

Hodgson implied the govern-
ment may have had another rea-
son for sf;shing funding to Na-
tive newspapers. “The biggest
form of community mobilization
is the media. A good way to si-
lence ,People is to silence their
press.

She said Nechi helped head
off a massive cut in its budget in

Dana Wagg, Windspeaker
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Calgary,

Funeral Home
Since 1930

"The little chapel on
the corner”

240 - 17th Avenue S.W.

263 - 6440

Alberta

1988 through an extensive and
lenﬁthy letter-writing campaign
to then Health and Welfare Min-
ister Jake Epp.

Hodgson said Native leaders
and people have to do a better
job of selling their successes to
non-Natives if they hope to tap
into them for support since poli-
ticians are often unresponsive to

Indianconcerns, because Indians
make up such a small percenta%e
of the population and typically
don’t vote.

For instance, she said she
brings the Nechi message to
many white people. “Thereare a
lot of good, mainstream people,
who could and would support
us if they knew they were sup-

porting something meaningful,”
she said.

The sober walk sponsored by
Nechi and Poundmaker’s Lodge
drew 700 people this past year
and attracted many non-Natives.
In its first year, participation was
almost exclusively Native, draw-
ing about 200 people, said
Hodgson.

CONGRATULATIONS

Wind
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ON YOUR SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY

-

<

fWe are proud to support the efforts of AMMSA /N
Windspeaker and their importance to Native
communications over the past seven years. We
congratulate you on all that you have accom-
plished and look forward to working with you in
he years to come.

Goodfish Lake, Alberta TOA 1RO

Phone: 636-3622

N

begin to help themselves.

may contact:
Brian Chudy

P.O. Box 397

[#7) g;taining Consultants
‘_g[uman £R,¢sou.tce Qwelopets

" Associates In Bhitish a;Ium[)ia, uq”)ata, Saskatchewan '’

CERTIFICATE COURSE
LIFE SKILLS COACH TRAINING

G.B. Training Consultants is seeking people who are prepared to become competent Life Skills
Coaches and authentic helpers. We are interested in hearing from people who are prepared to
study themselves in terms of finding ways to help other people learn how to, as best as possible,

The courses that we facilitate are from six - eight weeks in length and can be delivered either from
our residential facility or for your organization in one 'of your communities.

Areas of study include communication skills, human relation skills, applied and creative problem
area solving skills, lesson preparation and sequencing skills, lesson delivery skills, critical thinking
skills and development, eclectic counselling skills and Native Cultural Awareness.

If you or your organization are interested in this most needed of courses which is facilitated in ways
that show kindness, honesty, sharing and strength being developed in a self investment way, you
Telephone: 1-204-834-2442

G.B. Training Consultants

Carberry, Manitoba ROK OHO

“People Helping People’

Y,
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| 1990
P.G. Lumber Kings 6th Annual

All-Native Hockey Tournament

e April 6, 7 & 8, 1990
Prince George Coliseum

[l

"B" Division - 8 Teams N

"1st Place b enasvhiissen $4 5‘00 + Trophy [[1stPlace ..ccce0eeeee $2,000 + Trophy
2nd Place 00000000000000‘00000_0,!.0:.0 $2 500 znd Place,,.._,.....’....,.,...,.. $1,200

3l‘d PlaceOtoooooocooocoooobocoo'bb"o‘ $1 500 3rd _Plac'e‘-:‘..‘..“,.‘.‘“'.‘.‘...‘. $ 800
3 4th Place0.0000600ooooooooooooooooo$ 600

| ENTRY FEE $500 (NON-REFUNDABLE)

‘, . TOTAL PRIZE MONEY $13,100 Wvgid
‘ \( Y i conTAcT
ADMISSION %M\ Event Co-Sponsored by McLEOD LAKE . =2
¥ ‘*W Wi ALTERNATOR BUILDER INDIAN BAND | - Horey ¢
E: DAY PASS et : Chingy :
| Players/Adults « « « « « 0| || "+ CUSTOM BUILT HOMES General Delivery o . Days e
i StUENSe ¢ o s 0 0 0 0 o o 94| || * ADDITIONS - DESIGNS Call 964-6864 || IMcleod Lake, B.C. VOJ2GO| o 561-2652 .
Children (under 10) e « $3 - ALTERATIONS o 150-4415
or Citi Phone: (604)750-4415 | 3 Evenings .
Senior CitizENS e e e 0 o 0 S3 BOX 2641, Stn. B, Prince George, BC V2N 4T5 Fon-e.éOA o T * 5636132 °
; 9776 Blrcﬂlfres., Prince George D AN ax: ( ) = 1 : 563-6356 :
' o(Area Code 604)s

ENTRY DEADLINE MARCH 23, 1990

Together We're Better!

~ Let's Eliminate
- Racial Discrimination
in Canada

March 21 is the
International Day for
the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination

As we enter a new decade,
our challenge and our oppor-
tunity is to build a more just
and fair country for all. Only
by working together can we
have a stronger and better
Canada.

By taking part in this spe-
cial day you will be helping to
make this dream become a
reality.

i+l
Multiculturalism and Multiculturalisme et Can d
Citizenship Canada Citoyenneté Canada

i~
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There's an air of uncertainty at Kahtou

S

Bert Crowfoot Photo

SR R

A black week for Native

papers and staff

By Josie Auger
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON .

It's been a black week for
Native reporters and newspa-

IS.

Across the country Native
newspapers funded by the secre-
tary of state will have their fund-
irg slashed 100 per cent, because
of cuts in last week’s federal
budget. The funding for the 11
Native  newspapers  had
amounted to $3.5 million.

“It's a mere drop in the bucket
to cut aboriginal communication.
The slice has basically cut off
‘Native communication!” slams
Ona Fiddler-Berteig, New
Breed’s managing editor.

The decision means newspa-
K’ers like Windspeaker, Kainai

ews, Kahtou, New Breed, Native
Press, Micmac News and Dannzha
will have to find other means of
survival.

Plans to save the newspapers
and the over 100 jobs at stake are
being made.

and non-Native volunteers).
QUALIFICATIONS:

counting

ganizations are desirable.
SALARY:

Meanwhile, cries of outrage
are being heard across the land.

In Vancouver at Kahtou an air
of uncertainty hovers over the
office.

“It's not a very good feeling.
It's a time to think things over
and see where we are at. We're
not taking dramatic actions; in-
stead we'll think things through
rationally,” said office manager
Tim Isaac.

The secretary of state funded
Kahtou for $240,000 a year and
has given the paper a six-month
g;face period-before money is cut
off.

Saskatoon’s New Breed Native
newspaper, which was funded
$120,80(§) a year, has also been
éiven a six-month grace period.

iddler-Berteig is hoping the
provincial government will
come to the paper’s aid as it
moves towards self-sufficiency.

Officials at the newspaper
plan to hold a series of news
conferences to make mainstream
media more aware of the situ-

« minimum 2 year diploma or degree in the human services or administration fields

« some management experience in service organizations is a must

« good communication skills (written and oral) are a requirement

« proposal and budget preparations are a necessity with demonstrated knowledge of ac-

« experience and knowledge of the Native Friendship Centre movement and other Native or-

ation. New Breed is also attempt-
ing to mobilize Native people to
write letters of protest to Ottawa.

Dannzha, a Rlative magazine
from the Yukon, has also been
given six months to find alterna-
tive funding and will have to
restructure its operation to com-
pensate for lost revenue. It's los-
ing $151,000 each year.

“We received an overwhelm-
ing response to our magazine.
We're going to do everything we
can to keep publishing,” said
Eileen Vance- Duchesne, execu-
tive director for Ye Sa To Com-
munications Society, which pub-
lishes Dannzha.

“Every communications soci-
ety is q.(l)ing to have to look at
cuts,” she said.

Secretary of state also cut back
funding to multiculturalism and
citizenship programs as well as
aboriginal representative organi-
zations, Native social develop-
ment cultural programs, aborigi-
nal women’s programs and
friendship centres.

MANNAWANIS NATIVE FRIENDSHIP .
CENTRE

REQUIRES AN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Are you energetic and looking for a challenge? Your enthusiasm in the position of Executive Director for our organi-
zation will see you responsible for the day to day operations of the Centre. This includes administrative and financial
management, supervision of staff, program review and development within our strategic plan, and opportunities to
strengthen community involvement along with a leadership role in multi-cultural initiatives. You will need to be a self-
starter and work independently, although you will be responsible to and accountable to the Board of Directors (Native
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WANTED

MISS INDIAN WORLD
Contestants
1990

April 18, 19, 20 & 21, 1990
Gathering of Nations
Pow Wow
Albuquerque, New Mexico

* QUALIFICATIONS: :
+ young lady, age 16 - 24 years of age;  + atleast 1/4 Indian blood;
* single, never married; * knowledgeable of tribal tradition.
* All current and past princesses are encouraged to apply.
The selection of MISS INDIAN WORLD is based on the following point system:
« Traditional talent presentation, representing your tribe;
* public speaking, and private interview with judges;
* + dance competition; + raffle ticket sales (10% of sales to the contestant).
* MISS INDIAN WORLD, represents all Indian people in North America, serving as an
ambassador of good will to people of all cultures.
Yo MISS INDIAN WORLD 1990 WILL BE CROWNED APRIL 21, AT THE GATHERING
OF NATIONS POW WOW.

* TO RECEIVE AN APPLICATION AND MOBE INFORMATION CALL OR WRITE:

J GATHERING OF NATIONS
MISS INDIAN WORLD

BOX 75102, STA. 14

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87194
K (505)836-2810

\§

X 2 b 2 6 X X %

X6 2 2 X X 2 6 X 6 2 X X b b X X Xt X% %

*
*
% North America's ‘BIGGEST’ Pow-wow!

$25,000 to $27,000 per annum

All applications must be postmarked no later than
March 7, 1990.

SEND RESUME TO: Personnel Committee

Mannawanis Native Friendship Centre Society
Box 2519

St. Paul, Alberta TOA 3A0

CLOSING DATE:
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Official Sponsor

Doors 4:00pm, Earlybirds 6:00pm
Reg. Games 7:00pm

50 GO-GO'S
3 BONANZA'S

~

MONDAY TO SUNDAY
1/2 PRICE  prrerNOONS

DOORS 10:30 AM, EARLYBIRDS 12

NOON, REGULAR GAMES 1:00 PM
40 GO GO'S

2 BONANZA'S, 1 TRIPLE CHANCE
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(WATCH FOR OUR SPECIALS)

ARGYLL ROAD & 70 STREET 465-4451

e Gas ® Hardware ® Propane

Calling Lake, Alberta

Weekend Test Preparation

PUBLIC MEETINGS

Alberta Human Rights Commission

The monthly meeting of the
Alberta Human Rights Commission will be held In
Grande Prairle, Alberta.

Members of the public are invited to attend
two sesslons:

Wednesday, March 7 - 7:30 pm
at the Renford Inn,
11401 - 100 Avenue, Grande Prairle
A Public Forum to discuss Human Rights Issues In
Grande Prairie will include
a Round Table discussion with invited guests.

and

Thursday, March 8 - 9 am
at the Renford Inn
This Commission Meeting will iInclude a discussion on
Pay Equity. and Is open to the publlc and the media.

TOLL FREE ACCESS

If you have questions or concerns about
Human Rights, call the
Alberta Human Rights Commission toll free at

1-800-432-1838
hr

Alpberia

DEAR SUBSCRIBERS:

Canada Post is returning YOUR paper
to us for the following reasons:

wrong postal code,
__moved,
address unknown.

We know you don't want to miss a
single issue, so please check your label
and let us know of any changes. Write
or call:

Joanne Gallien, Subscriptions

WINDSPEAKER

15001 - 112 Avenue Wind=<as
Edmonton, Alberta speaker;
TSM 2V6

Phone: (403)455-2700 Fax: (403)452-1428

MOOSEHORN .
MARKET LTD. | |TENT & CANVAS |

e Ice ® Groceries P.O. Box 58
Ph: 331-3922 Fort McPherson, N.W.T. XO0E 0J0

PHONE (403) 952-2179
FAX: (403) 952-2718

ORDERS: 1-800-661-0888

Manufacturers of
Tipi's Prospector Style, Baker, Whelen Learn-to Pyramid, Tundra

University of British Columbia, University of Calgary Round, custom tents 4, 5 & 6' walls. All tents in single & double
University of Alberta, University of Saskatchewan ; construction. Breathable, waterproof and/or flame retardant fabrics.
220-8272 V 292-9200 Cal -
CALL: 567261 Edmonton 333-0603 Saskaloon PLEASE WRITE FOR OUR BROCHURE FEATURING
@ CXtQ n A ot s DOUBLE SEWN LUGGAGE PIECES
N 295 MacEwan Student C 4
2 e Ccm%? ket b e (Serving All of Canada)




The Budget

Feds slash funding to

friendshi

1&;’ Jeff Morrow
indspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

A surprise announcement to
slash $1.2 million in funding
from Native friendship centres
across the country will punish
the urban poor who depend on
them for programming, the na-
tional friendship centre director
charges.

Jerome Berthelette, executive
director of the National Associa-
tion of Friendship Centres
(NAFC), said he is expecting
layoffs and program cuts as a
result of the newest federal
budget allocations from secre-
tary of state (SOS). :

“We don’t yet know how
many jobs will be affected but we
already lost one contract staff
member. It will cut all our day-
to-day programs, which urban
Natives depend on,” he said.

He said the announcement to
cholp 6.7 per cent from the $18.6
million NAFC annual budget
was a shocker.

After a good evaluation by the
federal government, Berthelette
believed the NAFC would be
untouched in the budgetary on-
slaught.

ow, he said, the SOS has
“mixed up its priorities.”

“It was shocking news.
Frankly, we weren’t expecting
any cuts at all. Everybody in
%Slzemment had only good
thi gs to say about the organiza-
tion.”

In a funding review study two
Klerars ago, a consulting grou

ired by SOS recommended “a
sEecial ethasis be placed on
the goal of facilitating the devel-
opment of services, activities and
programs, which respect Native
cultural distinctiveness in the

p centres

Further cuts feared

future development of the pro-
ram.”

The NAFC has been in opera-
tion 18 years and controls 99
centres across Canada whose
purpose is to provide social serv-
ice, recreational and drop:-in
services to Natives living in ur-
ban areas.

The NAFC budget cut is part
of a $10 million slashing of funds
to Native organizations depend-
ent on federal funding.

Berthelette fears the initial
cuts to the NAFC will snowball
into larger grant reductions,
which could put the entire opera-
tion in jeopardy.

He said it could eventually
add up to a $6 million cut in op-
erating funds as more programs
are cancelled.

“It could easily be magnified,”

he said.

Officials from the NAFC will
be meeting next week with their
respective members of Parlia-
ment to talk about blocking the
cuts.

Karen Collins, executive di-
rector of the Bonnyville Friend-
ship Centre, is optimistic about
the NAFC’s future.

She said friendship centres are
too important for federal politi-
cians in Alberta to let them dete-
riorate.

“Over the last number of
[v)ears the friendship centres have

een consolidating our political
views with our members of Par-
liament. We offer something
very important to the Native
people in our areas,” she said.

‘We believe they will not let

them go under.”

UNITED FARMERS OF ALBERTA

Serving Albertans with 31 farm supply stores

and 125 petroleum agencies throughout the
province.

""We salute Native communications
throughout Alberta and across Canada"

FOR ALL YOUR FARM SUPPLY AND PETROLEUM NEEDS
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On February 8, 1990, Robert "Robbie" Patrick Buffalo
MacDonald of Hobbema passed away at the age of 8 years.

He is survived by his loving parents, Frank "Red" and
Marilyn MacDonald of Hobbema; Grandparents, Jim and
Cecile Makokis of Hobbema, Al Tootoosis of Poundmaker,
Johnand Emily Schleier of Fort Smith, North West Territories;
Great-Grandmother, Harriett Dion Buffalo; three brothers,
Frank, Joseph and Daniel MacDonald; two sisters, Rhonda
Buffalo and Monica MacDonald; numerous aunts, unclesand
cousins.

He was predeceased by his Grandfather, Joseph Freder-
ick MacDonald; Great-Grandparents, John B. and Louisa
Tootoosis; Great-Grandfather, Joseph Dion Buffalo.

Mass of Christian Burial was held Monday February 12,
1990 at 1:00 p.m. from Our Lady of Seven Sorrows Church,
Hobbema, with Reverend Gary Laboucane, Celebrant. Inter-
ment followed in the central Samson Cemetery. Pallbearers

were Danny Buffalo, Dennis Buffalo, Terry Buffalo, Twain
 Buffalo, Harvey Buffalo and James Buffalo. Honorary Bear-
' ers were Kurt Buffalo, Eric Tootoosis, Al Tootoosis, Jim
Makokis, Mikal Tootoosis,and Russell Kyba. Arrange-

ments entrusted to Roth and Sons Funeral Directors,
% Wetaskiwin, 1-352-5252.
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The Program:

Age Requirement:

e 21 years orolder

A CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN NATIVE EDUCATION

Transition Year

University/College Entrance Certificate Program
APPLICATIONS FOR FALL 1990

NOW BEING ACCEPTED

e prepares non-matriculation adults for college or university admission
e dallows students to complete five university credit courses
e assists students to develop skills required for post-secondary studies

APPLY BEFORE APRIL 30, 1990 TO ENSURE ELIGIBILITY FOR FUNDING

For more information or to apply contact:

Box 360

Hobbema, Alberta

TOC 1NO

Fern Thompson, Dean
Department of Academic Studies

Telephone: 585-3925

=)

Abenaki Management Services

gt

Two important seminars from Abenaki:

An Introduction to

Band Personnel Management
March 20 and 21, 1990

Designed especially for Councillors, Band Managers,
Office Managers, Supervisors ... anyone responsible for
hiring, supervising and evaluating band office staff ... this
intensive, two-day seminar will teach you the vital skills you
need to hire, interview, discipline and motivate staff.

Learn how to:

- write job descriptions
- maximize interviewing skills
- improve performance appraisals

For just $495 you will return to your band with the con-
fidence, skills and documentation to immediately show
results.

and

Managing Difficult Employees
March 22, 1990

Knowing how to deal quickly and effectively with poten-
tial problems can have a profound impact on band admini-
stration efficiency.

This seminar will provide band administration profes-
sionals with proven techniques on de-stressing volatile
situations and maintaining morale while handling problem
employees in an affirmative and confident manner.

Learn:

- essential steps in office discipline
- strategies for difficult situations
- how to boost & maintain morale

The registration fee is only $295. Discounts are avail-
able when registering for both seminars or for organiza-
tions registering 3 or more participants.

Both seminars will be held at the
Stel Red Oak Inn
Thunder Bay

For more information, contact:
Abenaki Management Services
(604) 926-9289 or (613) 238-6420

; FAX (613) 233-7708.
Space is limited so call today!
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To have your event appear in
“Indian Country Community
Events” call Tina Wood at
(403)455-2700.

ALBERTA PEDWAY DIS-
PLAY; Feb. 9 - Mar. 30; 9804 -
107 St., north of the Legislature;
Native Indian Arts & Crafts; for
more info. call (403)427-7362.
HEAD-SMASHED-IN BUF-
FALO JUMP; mini-events
every Sunday at noon thru to
March 25; Mar. 11 - Native
Films; for more info. contact
Louise Crow Shoe, (403) 553-
2731 or Calgary, (403) 265-0043.
METIS DANCE CLASSES;
every Sunday, 2-4 p.m.; St. Pe-
ter's Church (110 Ave. & 127
Gt.), Edm.; for more info. call
Georgina Donald at (403)452-
7811. '
ANY CHILD CAN PRO-
GRAM & YOUTH PRO-
GRAM; every Tuesday 6 - 9
.m.; Westmount Community
all, Edm,; for more info. call
Brian at (403)452-7811.
C.N.F.C. Aerobics Program;
Mondays7 - 8 p.m. & Tuesdays
5 - 6 p.m.; Oliver Elementary
School (117 St. & 102 Ave.),
Edm.; for more info. call Brian
at (403)452-7811.
COLD LAKE FIRST NA-
TIONS WINTER CARNI-
VAL; Mar. 2, 3 & 4; for more
info. call (403)594-7183, ask for
Randy Muskeg, Rick Janvier or
Eric Grandbois.
NATIVE AWARENESS
DAYS; Mar. 7 -9; University of
Alberta, Edmonton; for more
info. contact Dexter or leave

Indian Countiry

message at (403)492-1992.
ABORIGINAL FILM FESTI-
VAL; Mar. 7 - 9; University of
Alberta, Edm.; for more info. call
Everett Lambert at (403)492-1992.
ROUND DANCE; Mar. 9; Fro
Lake Hall; for more info. ca
(403)943-3737.

TALENT SHOW; Mar. 9; Slave
Lake Native Friendship Centre;
for more info. call June Houle at
(403)849-3039.

VOLUNTEER APPRECIA-
TION BANQUET & DANCE;
Mar. 10; High Prairie; for all vol-
unteers of the High Prairie
Friendship Centre & area; for
more info. call (403)523-4511.
ABORIGINAL STUDENT
COUNCIL ROUND DANCE;
Mar. 10; University of Alberta,
Butterdome, Edmonton; for
rrégre info. call Dexter at (403)492-
1992.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY SOUP &
GREEN BANNOCK ($1.50);
Mar. 16, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 J).m.;
High Prairie Native Friendshi
Centre; for more info. call
(403)523-4511.

4TH ANNUAL WABASCA/
DESMARAIS MAD TRAP-
PERS WINTER CARNIVAL;
Mar. 16, 17 & 18; Desmarais
Centre, Desmarais; for more info.

call Chris Gladue at (403)891-
3818 or Jim Blair at (403)891-3777.
GOODFISH LAKE KINGS
NO- HIT HOCKEY TOURNA-
MENT; Mar. 16, 17 & 18; Lake-
side Arena; for more info. call
Henry Cardinal at (403)636-2863,
work or (403)636-2194, home.

NATIVE CO-ED VOLLEY-
BALL TOURNAMENT; Mar. 16
- 18; Grant MacEwan Jasper Place
Campus, Edm.; for more info.
contact Brian at (403)452-7811.

BOY’S HOCKEY TOURNA-
MENT; Mar. 16-18; St. Paul; for

“more info. call Andy at (403) 645-

4491, Crystal or Verne John at
403) 8227866 or leave message
at (403) 645-4455.

CO-ED VOLLEYBALL TOUR-
NAMENT; Mar. 16-18; St. Paul;
for more info. call Andy at (403)
645-4491, Crystal or Verne John
at (403) 826-7866 or leave mes-
sage at (403) 645-4455.

SENIOR HOCKEY TOURNA-
MENT; March 16 -18; Regina Ex-
hibition Stadium — Exhibition
Park; Regina, Sask.; entry dead-
line Mar. 9; for more info. contact
Milton Tootoosis at (306) 584-
8333.

1ST ANNUALNATIVECO-ED
VOLLEYBALL TOURNA-
MENT; Mar. 16-18; Edmonton;

sponsored by the C.N.F.C,; for
more info. call Rene or Cathy at
(403) 452-7811.

ANNUAL NATIVE AWARE-
NESS (SPEAKING FROM THE
CIRCLE); Mar. 19-23; Blue Quills
First Nation College, St. Paul; for
more info. call Darrell Brertton at
(403)645-4455. _
ALL CHIEFS HEALTH CON-
FERENCE; Mar. 20, 21 & 22;
Continental Inn West, Edmon-
ton; for more info. contact
Augrey or Henry at (403)426-
1213.

METIS WOMEN'S COUNCIL
OF EDMONTON ANNUAL
MEETING & POTLUCK SUP-
PER; Mar. 23; supper 5 p.m,,
meeting 6 p.m.; 11339 - 88 St.,
Edm.; for more info. call
(403)479-4352.

NORTH AMERICAN INDIGE-
NOUS GAMES LAST WORK-
SHOP; Mar. 23, 24 & 25, 1990;
Regency Hotel (7230 Argyll Rd.),
Edm.; for more info. call
(403)421-0991.

HIGH PRAIRIE NATIVE
FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 3RD
ANNUAL TALENT SHOW;
Mar. 24 at 7:00 p.m.; Elk’s Hall
(downtown); for more info. or to
enter, please call Loraine at
(403)523-4511.

EDMONTON NATIVE
SNOWBIRDS (LADIES FAST-
BALL) TRYOUTS; Mar. 31 to
Apr. 1; Enoch, Alberta; for more
info. call Gordon Russell at (403)
456-1039 or 479-8609.
NATIONAL FILM BOARD;
every Wednesdlsy at noon; spe-
cial screenings; NFB Theatre, 120
Canada Place, 9700 Jasper Ave-
nue, Edmonton; admission is
free; for more info. call Muriel at

495-3012.

WESTERN CANADIAN NA-
TIVE CURLING CHAMPI-
ONSHIPS; Apr. 6, 7 & §;
Wetaskiwin Recreation Centre,
Wetaskiwin; sponsored by the
Hobbema Curling Club; for
more info. or entnes call Dale
Spence at (403)352-0059 or
(403)421-1606.
POUNDMAKER’S LODGE
1ST ALUMNI MEETING;
Apr.7,4:00 p.m,; for ex-clients;
$10/ticket; for more info. call
Florence Cayenne or Elaine
Papin at (403)458-1884.
NATIONAL INDIAN ATH-
LETIC ASSOCIATION VOL-
LEYBALL CHAMPION-
SHIPS; (Men/Ladies), April 7
& 8,1990; University of Regina
Physical Activity Centre; entry
deadline Mar. 29; for more
info. contact Milton Tootoosis
at (306) 584-8333 or fax (306)
584-(0955.

12th ANNUAL SPRING
POWWOW; April 14 & 15,
1990; Canada Centre, East
Building, Regina Exhibition
Park; for more info. contact
Melody Kitchemonia at (306)
584-8333 or fax (306) 584-0955.
PARTNERS IN EDUCA-
TION - “STAND AND DE-
LIVER”; April 18 to 21; Con-
vention Inn South and Coast
Terrace Inn, Edm.; for more
info. call Anita at (403)962-
0303.

ELIZABETH SETTLEMENT
ADMINISTRATION OF-
FICE & COMMUNITY HALL
GRAND OPENING; May 11;
Elizabeth Settlement; for more
info. call Pam Anderson at
(403)594-5028.

*SPONSORS *
Yellowhead Tribal Council

* Rocky Mountain School Division
* County of Smoky Lake

* Edmonton Catholic Schools

* County of Lac Ste. Anne

PARTNERS IN

DELIVE

et —

—

APRIL 18 - 21, 1990

Convention Inn South &
Coast Terrace Inn
EDMONTON

EDUCATION

Tel: (403)962-0303

REGISTER NOW!

FOR CONFERENCE PROGRAM AND

FORMS

WRITE: (FEE INCLUDES MEALS)

Y.T.C. PARTNERS IN EDUCATION
#307, Wesgrove Building

131, First Avenue

Spruce Grove, Alberta T7X 278 j
Fax: (403)962-9363

¢ Jamie Escalante
(Author. "Stand and Deliver”)
o George Sheehan
(Author “Running and Being")
¢ Willie Littlechild
(Federal MP)
e Emma Laroque
(Author "Defeathering the Indian”)
e Doug Main
(Minister of Culture)

Special Events & Speakers

¢ Alanis Obomsawin
(Member, Order of Canada

e Basil Johnston

(Author “Indian School Days”)
Sports Panel '
Student Art Contest

Native Art Exhibition

Focus on Counselling
Workshops - Parents
Community Workers

“Office

National
' Film Board national du film
- ofCanada du Canada

Native Film
Showcase

ALL PRESENTATIONS BASED ON FINAL CONFIRMATION

PLUS 50 OTHER SESSIONS ON
PARTNERSHIPS IN NATIVE EDUCATION
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ALBERTA FAMILY & SOCIAL SERVICES

"ATTENTION YOUTH OF HOBBEMA" pr L
in Wetaskiwin, Ponoka, Hobbema or Rimbey areas for an infant, age 3 months,

with multiple physical and mental handicaps.
Must be able to give unsparingly, and to work closely with a team of medical

D i scover yo ur p Ote nt i a I _ and rehabilitative personnel.

Fees: commensurate with responsibilities
Respond fo:  Wetaskiwin District Office
Alberta Family & Social Services

CAREER IDENTIFYING WORKSHOP st Alhona

Wetaskiwin, Alberta  T9A OVS
ATIN: Jeanette Domes,
Foster Care Worker

Social Services

MARCH 19 & 20, 1990

HOWARD BUFFALO MEMORIAL CENTRE
each evening at 6:00 - 9:30 p.m.

| "YOU" could have a career in:
Modelling, Hair Styling, Fashion Designing, Drama,
Photography, Education or Sports. MAKE AN

SPONSORED BY NAYOSKAN HUMAN RESOURCES YOUTH PROJECT WITH

Lol s THE DOCTOR
| o

FASHION SHOW - Tuesday, March 20

HERE’S WHAT’S

Native Venture | EQgsiNeEy
Capital Co. Ltd. X,Qﬁ%

.. A source of
Venture Capital and

To include your non-profit events
in this column, contact the editor.

Dr. Bryce Larke tells it like it is.

business experience Do you,}vant to make exons As Director of Alberta Health's
. family life more rewarding? _AIDS Program. Watch for
for Alberta Native Do you have the room for one more child? his special two-minute reports
businesses Well, there are many children in our commu- on ‘Facing AIDS'.
- nity who are in need of warm, understanding Every week on these stations.
; foster parents. To learn more about the
Telephone : foster care program and how you can be
(403) 453-3911 involved, you are invited to attend a foster FACING m
care information series. To pre-register,
i please call Michael at 427-KIDS. a

P3N CFRN i
EJBTCFCNE
@ v % 4

= mee .
ey
We bring
your world
lo you.
Suite 202 y
11738 Kingsway Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta
T5G 0X5
TITLE: Maintenance Manager/Engineer
DEPARTMENT: Saddle Lake Tribal Administration
LOCATION: Saddle Lake, Alberta
TELEPHONE: 726-3829

BASIC REQUIREMENTS:

« University degree in engineering (civil, mechanical, electrical and/or maintenance-related specialization)
_ with eligibility for certification as a Professional Engineer in Canada; or
Happy 7th Anniversary » successful completion of Grade 12 plus an approved course of study from a recognized post-secondary |
AMMSA/Windspeaker! institute of engineering technology or equivalent; or
Wi I f £ » possession of a valid journeyman's certificate, plus extensive experience in a responsible position in a
Q0 SECPFE L0 SHPQOT municipal public works setting (involving roads, water, sewer, buildings, etc.), plus experience in managing
Native communications maintenance programs and supervising staff.
in Alberta. « Knowledge of the English language
APPLICATIONS OR RESUMES MAY BE FORWARDED TO:
" 3 :
The place to stay when in Calgary. 2 Saddle Lake Tribal e DATE
[ ] [ ] [ ] R
I~ Comfortable Rooms Ample Free o |
& Friendly Service Parking! Ad m | q |Strat|0 n APPLICATIONS: =
5 Reasonable Rates Live 7 Box 100, Saddle Lake, AB. TOA 3T0 March 9, 1990
[ Coffee Shop Entertainment 726-3829
5" Dining Room Nightly! FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Book Now! Melvin Steinhauer James Hunter
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ATCHEWAN NA
SASKANOR SPORTS

PROUDLY HOSTS THE
Western Caffada All-Native Winor Hockey
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= 8 MIDGET TEAMS WILL ALSO BE ACCEPTED - ENTRY FEE $300 — ="

\\\

.‘ii

A 1ating by S.A.H.A. sanctioned féf@_rees |
> ENTER EARLY to ensure a spot in this tetim

-

ment
» Packages will be mailed to interested teams and coaches

» Phone and mail entries to:
Peter Rudyck, Box 397, Duck Lake, SK SOK 1J0 Ph. 467-2217

DAILY ADMISSION » For more information:
Adults $ 3.00 Dave Cameron - work: 467-4523 / home: 467-4489
Students .....$ 2.00 Claude Petit — work: 975-0840 / home: 384-0565




