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Mismanagement alleged at Apeetogosan

By Amy Santoro
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Allegations of mismanage-
ment at Apeeto%osan led to a
five-hour standoff between city
police and 30 Metis protesters.

Pierre Fournier, who led the
Dec. 11 protest, said Apeetogo-
san (Metis) Development Inc.
hadn’t been playing fair with its
clients and “we’re here to shut
them down.”

He accused the aggncty of
foreclosing on $300,000 of his
equipment, trailers and trucks
after he defaulted on a $130,000
loan for which he said he never
signed. “I don’t-have a copy of
the contract. I went in to borrow
$25,000 not $130,000.”

Fournier charged that Apee-
togosan, which lends capital to
Metis and non-status Indians, is
unfairly foreclosing onits clients,
leaving 140 families desperate
during the holiday season.

Four plainclothes city police
officers arrived at the third floor
office in the Circle Square Profes-
sional building after protesters
knocked on the locked office
door demanding to meet with
the manager.

Later uniformed officers ar-
rived to clear the 30 protesters,
who came from around the
province, from the lobby.

But the group refused to leave
until they met with manager Ron

Stevenson.

Fournier was visibly an%lry.
“The hell with the police, they
won’t help us. We'll do it our-
selves, we're fed up. I've been
complaining to the police for a
{\;ear but they won’t do anything

ecause I'm Indian. Call the
SPCA, you're treating us like
dogs.”

Another protester, Ken
Desjarlais, told police the group
“wants some answers now.”

Police stayed in the locked
office with four Apeetogosan
employees to negotiate a settle-
ment to the dispute while one
plainclothes officer tried to settle
down the protesters in the lobby.

Police spokesman Sgt. Mike
Tabler was brought on the scene.
After a couple of hours he ad-
vised the group Stevenson was
willing to meet with eight of the
protesters.

Stevenson said he met with
four members of the group. He
claimed they “left satisfied with
the results. {"he}/ re upset about
the way aboriginals are treated
by government. That has noth-
ing to do with us.”

When asked about the
group’s allegations of misman-
agement, he insisted Apeetogo-
san is “well managed.”

Stevenson said he refused to
meet with Fournier because “he
refused to sign a waiver saying
we could discuss his finances in
front of others.”

Gary Gairdner, chairman of

Ken Desjarlais knocking on locked Apeetogosan door

the board of Apeetogosan, said
everyone left satisfied except
Fournier. :

“He’ll never be satisfied. He'll
dig around and find more people
he can con into his way of think-
ing. He's just a rabble-rouser,” he
said.

During the confrontation, a
handful of protesters headed to

the Metis Nation office to meet
with president Larry Demeules,
who Fournier said is directly in-
volved in the affairs of Apee-
togosan. Desjarlais said Des-
meules is profiting from the
company'’s clients.

Following the meeting Des-
meules told Windspeaker the
group’s allegations are falsc and

Amy Santoro

are based on misinformation.

“Fournier is a flake. I'm not
%:)ing to waste my time because
they don’t have a case.”

Gairdner said Desmeules has
no direct involvement with
Apeetogosan.

“The Metis Nation represents
the Metis of Alberta who are the
shareholders of Apeetogosan.”

Manitoba

By Amy Santoro
Windspeaker Staff Writer

WINNIPEG

The Assembly of Manitoba
Chiefs is taking action to stop job
discrimination against Nativesin
two sets of complaints.

The first involves 28 federal
government departments and
agencies while the second points
the finger at 17 federally-regu-
lated corporations.

Assembly leader Phil Fon-
taine says the nationwide com-
plaints were filed with the Cana-
dian Human Rights Commission
under the Employment Equity
Act because the “economic mis-
ery and degradation inflicted
upon aboriginal peoples is a na-
tional and international disgrace
requiring immediate action by
every branch of government.”

Fontaine says there are rea-
~ sonable grounds to believe 27
government departments are
underrepresenting Natives in
their hiring practices.

Fontaine saysa complaint has
also been filed against Indian
and northern affairs which em-
K;oys more than 2.1 per cent of

atives.

Fontaine says the complaintis
being pursued because the de-
partment “clusters aboriginal
peoples in low-paying, insecure
or part-time positions.”

ontaine, whose organization
Il;ipresents 60 Indian bands in
anitoba, says Indian affairs
“must be held to the highest
possible standard in its employ-
ment of Natives.”

The federal government is the
largest employer in Canada and
it “must lead not only with legis-
lation but by exampKe,” he says.

The federal government has a
workforce of 227,000 people, of
which 4,140 — or 1.8 per cent —
are Indians, Metis and Inuit, says
Fontaine.

chiefs file

Natives make up 2.1 per cent
of the national workforce.

Fontaine says the assembly,
“as a matter of justice, is con-
cerned about all our aboriginal
sisters and brothers. Economic
discrimination, disadvantage
and exclusion of aboriginal
peoples in Manitoba will only
stop when it is stopped every-
where.”

The deputy chief commis-
sioner of the Canadian Human
Rights Commission says the as-
sembly has set a precedent for
other Klative groups in filing the
action.

Michelle Falardeau-Ramsay
says she commends the Assem-
bly of Manitoba Chiefs for com-
ing forward with a complaint.

“Many Natives don’t realize
they have a right to complain if
they feel discriminated against.
What's the point of having rights
if you don’t exercise them?”

The assembly is also taking
action against 17 major Canadian
corporations. Two of the compa-
nies listed in the complaint are
Alberta-based — Greyhound
Lines Ltd. and Canadian Airlines
International.

The commission is currently
analyzingé the employment sta-
tistics ot the companies and
interviewin% the employers.

The Employment Equity Act
covers all federally-regulated
companies with more than 100
employees. Falardeau-Ramsa
says the purpose of the act is to

“make sure “a company’s em-
ployee mix is a suitable reflection
of Canadian society.”

She says if the companies and
the 28 federal departments and
agencies underrepresent Natives
in their employment practices,
they will be legally obliged to
follow the commission’s recom-
mendations.

They do, however, have the
option of appealing any commis-
sion decision. }

The other companies include
the Bank of Montreal, CBC, CP
Express, the Canadian Imperial
Bank of Commerce, Canada
Post, Air Canada, the Atomic
Transportation System, the Ca-
nadian Wheat Board, CanWest
Broadcasting Ltd.,, CP Rail,

Kingsway Transport Ltd., Mani-
toba Pool Elevators, Moffat
Communications, Parrish and
Heimbecker Ltd. and United
Grain Growers.

Among the departments and
agencies cited in the complaint
are consumer and corporate af-

job discrimination complaints

fairs, veterans’ affairs, finance,
justice, the National Museums of
Canada and the Canadian Inter-
national Development Agency.

Falardeau-Ramsay estimates
it could take up to five years to
see any positive results from the
complaints.

Woodland Cree reach deal

By Amy Santoro
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

The Woodland Cree band has
hit a home run in its search for a
land claim settlement while the
Lubicon band struggles to get to
first base.

In a surprise announcement
Wednesday, the provincial and
federal governments revealed
they had reached an agreement-
in-principle with the Woodland
Cree of northern Alberta only a
year after the band’s formation.

The announcement came just
eight days after the first og 13
Lubicons were charged in con-
nection with the Nov. 24 torch-
ing of lo§ging equipment at
Little Buffalo, which caused
$20,000 worth of damage. They
are scheduled to appear in court
Jan. 7.

Under the Woodland pact, the
federal government will provide
the band with $35.1 million for
the construction of a new com-
munity, $13 million for a so-
cioeconomic development trust
fund and $512,000 as cash in lieu
of land.

The Alberta government has
a%reed to chip in 55 square miles
of land including mines and
minerals, to be set aside as re-
serves for the band. They will be
established in the Cadotte Lake

and Marten Lake areas in the
heart of Lubicon territory. The
province will also provide a fur-
ther $5 million and — separate
from the land entitlement settle-
ment — $3 million for a special
training and employment pro-
gram.

Woodland Cree Chief John
Cardinal said “what is most
important is this settlement will
allow us to build our communi-
ties and provide for the eco-
nomic future of our band mem-
bers.”

Indian and Northern Affairs
Minister Tom Siddon said the
agreement is a clear sign of the
federal government’s commit-
ment to northern Alberta Na-
tives.

The Woodland Cree band, a
splinter group of the Lubicon
Lake band in Little Buffalo, was
formed when negotiations be-
tween the Lubicons and the fed-
eral government went sour in
1989.

Most of the Woodland Cree
members live at Cadotte Lake,
less than 20 km away from the
Lubicon’s settlement, 360 km
northwest of Edmonton.

The Lubicons have said Ot-
tawa’s recognition of the breaka-
way group undermines their 50-
year land claim struggle.

Lubicon Chief Bernard Omi-
nayak has accused Ottawa of
using divide and conquer tactics

in creating the Woodland Cree
band.

Nonetheless he congratulated
the Woodland Cree “for achiev-
in§ what they a{)parently con-
sider an acceptable settlement of
their aboriginal land rights.”

The agreement-in-principle
with the Woodland Cree “is not
a settlement of Lubicon land
rightsand the struggle for recog-
nition of Lubicon land rights
continues,” said Ominayak 1n a
prepared statement.

In 1989 the Lubicons turned
down a federal offer of $45 mil-
lion. The 500 member band
wants $167 million in economic
compensation along with 10,000

uare-km. of land.

The Woodland Cree’s tena-
tive agreement is subject to the
final approval of both govern-
ments and the band member-

ship.

Een Rostad, minister respon-
sible for Native affairs, is re-
ported to have said the settle-
ment should send a message to
the Lubicons.

“I think if the Lubicon sat
down and said, ‘We want a set-
tlement,” and referred the com-
pensation matter, which is essen-
tially between them and the feds,
to the courts, they could be in the
same ball game.

“If anything, it shows con-
frontation doesn’t work,” said
Rostad.
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13 Lubicons charged after equipment torched
RCMP still targeting Ominayak: advisors

By Amy Santoro
Windspeaker Staff Writer

LUBICON LAKE NATION,
ALTA.

Thirteen Lubicon Lake band
members have been charged in
connection with fire damage to
logging equipment in the Little
Buffalo area.

“Each accused has been
charged with arson, mischief,
possession of an explosive and
disguise with intent” in the Nov.
24 torching of equipment used
by Buchanan Logging Company
to harvest trees on Lubicon
claimed land, said Peace River
RCMP Staff Sgt. Lynn Julyanin a
news release.

Band lawyer Bob Sachs says
Chief Bernard Ominayak was
not one of those charged since
“there was no evidence to charge
him at this time.”

Sachs says Ominayak was the
target of the investigation but
political reasons prevented the
RCMP from charging the chief.

“The RCMP were trying to get
people to say the arson was Ber-
nard’s idea and they were threat-
ened by the RCMP if they didn’t
it would come down on them.”

Calling the RCMP investiga-
tion suspicious, Lubicon Lake
band advisor Fred Lennarson
says the RCMP “are trying to
build a case against Bernard.

“It’s a strange investigation. I
don’t know why some are being
charged and others aren’t.” Len-
narson says he can’t imagine
what the evidence to support the
charges could be.

The RCMP searched a cabin
owned by the chief in the Fish
Lake area four days after men
disguised with ski masks set fire
to trailers and destroyed about
$20,000 worth of equipment. ju-
lyan said the RCMP were look-
ing for gasoline, beer bottles and
cloths.

“What are they going to bring

to court to support the charges?
There’s gas in every northern lo
cabin. What are they going to do?
Bring in a can of gasoline? I can’t
make any sense of any of this
stuff,” says Lennarson.

Sachs says application was
made by the Crown prosecutor
to the judge granting the search
warrant “to seal information so I
can’t find out what they used to
get the warrant.” Sach says the
move is legal but “very un-
usual.”

Lennarson says the “issue is
not whether someone broke the
law, but whose law applies.
Canadian law does not apply in
Lubicon territory. The RCMP has
no authority to do what they’re
doing. The Lubicons face the
same jurisdictional problems
with this event they did with
others. People are in their
unceded territory exploiting
their resources without any au-
thorization.”

He says the Lubicons have
only two choices: to assert their
jurisdiction “any way they can or
accept they have no rights.”

Ominayak says he has one
message for developers on Lubi-
con claimed land: “The best
thing they can do at this time is to
get the hell off our land. We're
going to keep going. They can’t
get rid of us.”

Ominayak issued a final
warning to developers working
on Lubicon claimed land Nov. §,
saying they would need proper
authorization if they “wished to
continue exploiting resources
from unceded Lubicon land. He
told 200 protesters in Edmonton
thatlogging equipment working
on lands claimed by the Lubi-
cons would be ”su{;'ect to re-
moval at anytime. This is the
only warning they’ll get.”

uchanan Lumber, Brewster

Construction and other compa-
nies cutting timber on the dis-
puted land supply spruce and
a?ip n chips to Daishowa Can-
ada’s $500 million pulp mill
operation.

Meanwhile, Norcen Energy
Resources announced it would

re-open 18 wells this month,
which have been shut-in since
Nov. 30, 1989 after threats of
sabotage from Lubicon mem-
bers.

Band councillors Steve
Noskey, Walter Whitehead and
Dwight Gladue, along with band

members Paul Ominayak, John
Letendre, George Whitehead,
Hector Whitehead, Reinie Jobin,
Victor Scotty, Brian Laboucan,
Norman Laboucan, Sullivan
Laboucan and John Sawin are
;cheduled to appear in court Jan.

Environmentalist and scientist Dr. David Suzuki was inducted into the Kainai Chieftain-
ship Nov. 23 and given the hame Sacred Mountain by the Blood Tribe

Jackie Red Crow

Getty, chief finalize Whitefish land claim

By Amy Santoro
Windspeaker Staff Writer

ATIKAMEG, ALTA.

The Whitefish Lake band’s
$19.2 million land claim settle-
ment was finalized last week at

“an official signing ceremony.

Premier Don Getty and band
Chief Eddie Tallman signed the
agreement, which was four years
in the making, Dec. 13.

The multimillion dollar deal
also provides the band with
2,359 hectares of land near Ati-
kameg, 300 km northeast of Ed-
monton.

In a telephone interview Tall-
man said the land adjacent to the
reserve will “give us more space
for housing and oil exploration.”

The Alberta and federal gov-
ernments agreed in principle to
the land claim two years ago. A
deal was struck a year later and
formal documents were signed
in January.

The secret negotiations, says
Tallman, “were very low-profile
because we thought we could
achieve more that way.”

Tallman, who will not run for
re-election during the Janua
band council elections, applauds
the premier for his role in the
negotiations.

‘We dealt with Getty directly
and without his support we may
not have reached an agreement.”

Band members received $500
each in March and the band has

invested $17 million in trust for
the membership, says Tallman.

“We need 75 per cent of the
membership to approve before
we can spend the money and
only 25 per cent of it can be spent
at any given time.”

The signing ceremonies were
cancelled twice. The signing was
posfoned in June because of
washouts caused by severe thun-
derstorms and in Sept. govern-
ment officials cancelled because
of the Oka crisis.

Tallman says the band of 800
members plans to build a $3-
million, 45-unit townhouse com-
plex in Slave Lake. He says con-
struction may start in April.

The band is also a 50 per cent
partner with the Metis Nation in

Aboriginal Logging Limited.
Tallman says the company has a
$1.3 million logging contract
with Daishowa Canada, cur-
rently involved in a jurisdictional
dispute over logging operations
with the Lubicon Lake Nation.

Fraser outraged by racist letter

By Amy Santoro
Windspeaker Staff Writer

HOBBEMA, ALTA.

A racist letter demanding
Indians “go out and bust their
asses like white men and
women” was mailed recently to
a Hobbema woman.

The head of the Alberta
Human Rights Commission is
outraged by the letter addressed
to Samson band member Merle
Baptiste. Fil Fraser says theletter,
“sent by some bigot,” is part of a
“poisonous attitude which is
under the surface in the hearts of
many Albertans.”

Baptiste, 59, is offended by the
one-page letter because it stere-
otypes Natives aslazy.

I raised a family of 10 with-
out going on welfare. There’s
white people who are on welfare,
too.”

Baptiste, who lost her three
sons and her husband to sub-
stance abuse, publicly shared her
story of grief at an Oct. drug rally

in Hobbema. The letter referred
to Baptiste’s tragedy by saying
“well, the cemetery is filling up.
It's about time something
thinned out the hordes of baby
machines on the reserve.”
Baptiste is not hopeful the
person responsible will be
caught since the letter was not

signed. The letter’s postmark
indicates it was mailed in Ed-
monton.

Marlene Buffalo, administra-
tor of the Four Nations office,
says the letter is “an example of
the type of racism aboriginal
women face.”

Fraser says the commission

cannot investigate the letter
without the identification of the
person responsible. The RCMP
in Wetaskiwin are aware of the
letter but haven’t received an
official complaint. Baptiste says
she will not go to the RCMP be-
cause “I'man Indian. They won’t
do a darn thing.”

Reserve Indians exempted from GST

By Amy Santoro
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

Finance Minister Michael
Wilson has announced that re-
serve Indians will not have to
pay the recently approved GST.

‘Wilson said Indian purchases
under the GST will be consistent
with the Indian Act which ex-
empts from tax the personal
property of an Indian or band on
a reserve.

The GST will not apply to on-

—

reserve purchases of goods and
services by Indians or bands,
said Wilson in a news release.

Unincorporated Indian busi-
nesses will be spared the GST but
incorporated  Indian-owned
businesses will be responsible for
collecting the tax.

Wilson also noted Indians will
“enjoy the same eligibility as
other Canadians for the GST
credit.

“My officials will be working
with Indian representatives to

ensure Indian people receive the
full benefits of the GST credit.”

The credit will be paid quar-
terly to modest and lower in-
come Canadians.

Wilson also announced the
government will review Native
taxation in general.

“The government recognizes
the need to take a serious look at
Native taxation particularly in
the context of Native self-govern-
ment. We will be seeking input
from Indian leaders on this im-
portant initiative.”

After a lengthy Senate debate
the controversial GST will take
effect Jan. 1.
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Justice and just-us

If the Canadian judicial and political establisment pursued justice
as zealously as it seeks to uphold ‘law and order,” Native people

would be approaching utopia.

Instead we have a situation where 13 Lubicon Indians have been
charged for violating law and order. And RCMP are reported to be
trying to build a case against Chief Bernard Ominayak.

Their crime — if they’re guilty — chasing the justice that has for so

long eluded them.

at isn’t to say we are defending the use of violence to achieve

political objectives.

But sight must never be lost of the circumstances in which events

OCcur.

The Lubicons of northern Alberta have been pushed to the wall.
Their search for a fair and just land claim settlement has been

scorned, ridiculed and ignored.

And if theg/ re guilty — which remains to be proven —action was
taken only after fair notice had been given.

Lubicon Nation Chief Ominayak, who grows more defiant by the
day, warned developers in November they had better respect Lubi-

con law.

That law was ignored. The logging companies went their merry
way, stripping trees from land claimed by the Lubicons.

'R\ey were comforted, knowing onl

too well they would be

protected by the power and might of the Canadian state and the
RCMP, who rush in where fools fear to tread.

Lubicon law, be damned, they in effect said.

Not too long after Norcen Energy Resources jumped on the band-

wag;on, sa
in for the last year.

ing it wanted to re-open oil wells which have been shut-

Their pronouncement takes the cake for callousness, greed and

stupidity.

t’s like throwing gasoline on a brush fire.
Now during this Christmas season, 13 Lubicons have criminal
charges hanging over their heads and their families.
Butis that greater than the evil of having all their resources sucked

out and their land strip

d bare?

The RCMP’s new top cop in Alberta says he’s going to give Native

relations top priority.
Well, well, well.

He’s got an awfully long way to go, judging by recent statements
he made about the Peigan and Lubicon Nations, both of which had

a multitude of RCMP

escend on their land recently.

Referring to the Peigan’s Lonefighters’” Society and the Lubicons,
Chief Supt. Les Holmes said “there’s just some people out there who

want to create bad publicity.”

If he’s going to get out of the starting blocks, he’s going to have to
spend some time with the Peigans and Lubicons so he clearly under-
stands their actions are not prompted by whimsy.

They are defending their land.

He might pause and give some thought to the words of Lubicon

advisor Fred Lennarson.

“The issue is not whether someone broke the law but whose law
applies. Canadian law does not apply in Lubicon territory. ... People
are in their unceded territory exploiting their resources without any

authorization.”

The spirit of gifting

Forgive me if I seem like a
nonplussed observer during this
Christmas season. Over the last
few years I've gradually drifted
away from the annual hoopla.
Not that I'm “bah-humbugging”
away in some deserted corner,
It’s just that I've learned an older
route to the ritual of giving.

It used to be I was one of
many hassled, hurried and har-
ried Christmas gift givers elbow-
ing through the queues with that
perfect something for that special
someone. The Christian idea of
the immaculate gift of the world
celebrated on the 25th was not
lost on me either. I was as Christ-
massey as anyone at one time.

It was on a long, mostly silent
walk across the Prairies with the
Old One that things changed.

I'd been visiting him pretty
regularly over the course of the
year leading up to this teaching,
digesting as much cultural and
traditional material as possible in
those all-too-short interludes.
We'd grown close. He’d watched
me struggle to regain a mis-
placed ecFart of myself and I'd
watched him practise everything
he passed on to me.

he conversation that da

somehow gotaround to the topic
of giving. I was in turmoil about
what to buy for a friend and was
anxious to find a traditional gift
idea. I rattled on and on about
how important my friend was to
me, shared some memories,
talked of gratitude. The Old One
listened as elders do and kept
walking, face up into the wind,
silent.

What he shared that day has
changed the way I look at this

WHAT OTHERS SAY

Given the terms of the 1981
agreement between the Peigan
band council and the Alberta
environment minister, the Al-
berta government'’s sneaky, pre-
dawn entry onto the Peigan re-
serve might be considered tech-
nicall{ legal. That agreement
says the band is willing to pro-
vide the environment depart-
ment with the use, control and
access to the lands (on which the
Lethbridge Northern Irrigation
District weir sits) for as long as
the lands are needed for the
LNID diversion and convey-
ancing system.

The environment department
moved onto the reserve tofill ina
diversion ditch built by a group
of Peigans called the Lone-

fighters. At the same time, how-
ever, several other factors must
be taken into consideration be-
fore the government’s action can
be judged as having been either
reasonable or fair.

* The permit granted to Alberta
environment by the department
of Indian affairs states the gov-
ernment has not gained tenant’s
rights or possession or exclusive
use or occupation of any of the
land it uses tor the LNID. So how
does this land become the Al-
berta government’s “property”
as Environment Minister Ralph
Klein described it in the legisla-
ture?

* Since the Lonefighter action
stopped in Sept., the Peigan band
council passed a resolution in-

sisting on a six-month morato-
rium on any repair work to the
Lonefighter diversion. It has
been discussing the situation
with Alberta officials. Can the
Alberta government simply ig-
nore a resolution of an Indian
band council regarding Indian
land? Does that band council
resolution affect the standing of
the 1981 weir agreement? In-
stead of settling the property
dispute over the diversion in a
courtroom, or negotiating to
ensure the best interests of both
the Peigans and other southern
Albertans are served, the govern-
ment offered a demonstration
that might is right. It has seri-
ously offended one constituency
to protect the interests of the
other. At the very least, it has
added fuel to a sensitive situ-
ation.

(Lethbridge Herald editorial/03 Dec. 90)

RICHARD

WAGAMESE

time of year forever.

Long before the settlers ar-
rived, and consequently, long
before the idea of Christmas
emigrated to North America,
gifting was an honored part of
everyday aboriginal life. There
was no one special day of the
year when gifts were bestowed
and the act of giving itself was
simple and unadorned.

If a man, woman or child
were walking across the prairie,
or through the mountains, they
kept their eyes open to every-
thing around them. The earth
was always seen as a living,
breathing entity and to those old
traditional people any move-
ment was seen as important. So
they learned to observe every-
thing.

Sometimes they would come
across an object — a stone, a
stick, a pinecone — that aroused
their curiosity. Perhaps a particu-
lar softness in a patch of moss
would remind them of their
mother’s lodge or the flinty abra-
siveness of a pebble would recall
their cousin’s sense of humor.
Maybe a stick would take them
back to a shared moment while
fishing with a friend and they re-
called those special qualities of
that person.

At times like this the people
would take the stone, the moss or
the stick and return to their vil-
lage. Seeking out the person they
refated with the object, they
would approach them directly.

Generally the giving went like
this “While I was out walking
today I noticed this stone. I was
sitting on a ridge eating and I
saw 1t at my feet. You see this
little streak of blue here? When I
saw this it reminded me of the
sky that day we lay on the grass
talking last summer.

“I remembered thatday I was
Frateful you were my friend and

also remembered how much I
appreciate your laughter, your
k?x?dnes,s ag’d the vs;gay 01}1’ al-

ways treat people with kindness
and gentleness.

“Thislittle stone reminded me
ofall thatand I want you to have

it to remember [ am always your
friend. Thank you.”

It was important the person
be approached and addressed
directly. The value in the gifting
was the open declaration of
emotion, the imparting of a pri-
vate moment that demonstrated
a person’s importance in some-
one’s life.

The traditional way of lookinE
at the process was that althou
the ogject in question might
someday be lost or misplaced,
the words and the emotion that
accompanied them would be

art of the giver and the receiver
orever. This was the true nature

of giving.

8I'he Sld One went on to tell
me my problem in finding that
ggrfect gift for my friend could

solved by looking at the world
around me. Everything in this
reality is related. Opening myself
up to the emotions, feelings and
memories in this friendshi
would open me up to the possi-
bility of encountering somethin;
in the outside world that woul
relate to it. It did.

Believe me, there’s nothing
quite like the look on a person’s
face when you hand them a rock
at Christmas time. Unwrapped,
unadorned. But there’s also
nothing uite like the look on a
person’s face when you tell them
exactly why a rock would re-
mind you of them. Nothing like
the look when they realize they
matter. That they are loved and
appreciated enough that you
would declare it openly, without
need of reciprocation.

So, you'll pardon me if I'm
low-key through this Yuletide
season — but trust that I am
thinking of you in this journey
through the world.

Eagle Feathers — To every-
one engaged in peace, kindness
and humanity these days.

(Richard Wa%amese is a full-time
reporter with The Calgary Herald.
He is also an associate producer of
Spirit People, a Native documentary
program produced by CFCN-TV in
Calgary. Wagamese is the country’s
first nationally-syndicated Native
columnist. His column appears
weekly in Southam newspapers
across Canada.)
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Your Letters

Supreme Court must rule that
First Nations are sovereign

Dear Editor:

Greetings Brothers and Sisters
of all First Nations.

I am writing this letter from
what my heart feels about the
future of Canada and our First
Nations. We all are on a course of
destruction if the Supreme Court
of Canada does not rule our First
Nations are sovereign territories
and doesn’t allow our Warriors
and women (People of the Pines)
to be freed of government
charges extending from carvin
out their traditional responsibili-
ties to defend their territories
from invasion and from protect-

" ing their nation and way of life

from harm.
We must continue to pray to
our Creator the highest court in
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Canada rules legally and morally
on the question of sovereignty
and not politically. We do not
want an unjust decision from this
court like it did when it honored
the bill declaring us as First Na-
tion citizens to be Canadian
without our say and when it re-
fused to hear Leonard Peltier’s
appeal even after 20 million
Eeople around the world called

im a political prisoner and pro-
vided evidence of wrongdoing
by the justice department an
court system in the U.S.

It’s hard to believe this court
will make a just decision in favor
of First Nations when they
agreed with the government we
are Canadians. Because of this
mistrust towards the political
and court system that is not a
part of our way of life and be-
cause of our responsibilities as
men to be warriors, we must
continue to prepare for war and
continue to secure our territories

and look at what kind of eco-
nomic damage we will be able to
do with government resources
on our territories for we as First
Nations cannot win a war on
arms alone.

Itis our responsibility to make
sure of the security of our bor-
ders and the safety of our people.
My statement should not sound
radical or militant. All we are
doing is, like any other nation,
making sure of security for our
nations in case there’s an attempt
to invade our territories and to
harm our people and way of life.
But we must continue to pray for
peace, respect and honor. If our
prayers are answered, our chil-
dren and future generations will
have a positive future without
war and disrespect.

A future of peace and respect,
that is what we are fighting for,
to be what we were %om to be
and proud of it! Let us remain in
one heartbeat.

A Do }/ou [mP/Ae

ot F Take Many Feasrs
s Yer' Lawrul,

Lopyce @

Rez-T30M5 )
WINDSPEAKER DO
In the Spirit of Crazy Horse Lakota Sioux Warrior
Running Wild Renous, New Brunswick

Spanish

I received a letter from the
Hon. John Crosbie acknowledﬁ-
ing my letter to him and I would
like to share it with you. If any-
one is going to write him, expect
a letter similar to mine. I've also
written another letter to him
which I am going to share with

ou.

I would like to get people’s
comments on this case. We need
to stick together.

Thank you for publishing my
letter in your newspaper.

Martha Half
Dear Ms. Half:

Thank you for your letter of
Sept. 20, 1990 concerning Cana-
dian participation in the Univer-
sal Exhibition to be held in Se-
ville, Spain in 1992.

The principal aim of EXPO 92
is to provide visitors with a better
knowledge of humanity’s capac-
ity for discovery and innovation.
This event has attracted firm
commitments to participate from
103 nations, 22 international or-
ganizations and 23 multinational
corporations.

orld expositions are an
important opportunity to display
our industrial and technological
capabilities to a large interna-
tional audience and to promote
trade, investment and tourism.
Our participation in EXPO "92 is
art of the tederal government’s
ong-term plan to raise Canada’s
profile in Europe and to demon-
strate our commitment to strong
economic, political and cultural
ties. The discovery theme of
EXPO 92 is well-suited to the
promotion of Canadian innova-
tion and technology.

The year 1992 also marks the
beginning of a single trading
market with no intenior barriers
for the 12-member European
Community. This trading area is
Canada'’s second most important
for exports. The commercial im-

act of EXPO "92 will transcend
pain’s boundaries. Spain and
Europe-at-large have consider-

able identified needs in many

L 4 '\

pavilion a waste of money

fields in which Canada has a
demonstrated capability and an
export track record. We are con-
fident our presence at EXPO 92
will contribute to attaining our
foreign policy goals by sensitiz-
ing decision-makers and opin-
ion-leaders of major forei;fn part-
ners to Canada’s technological,
cultural and intellectual achueve-
ments:

At EXPO 92 we join with
other countries in looking for-
ward to and building an exciting
new world. I sincerely hope you
might wish to consider the posi-
tive benefits which will flow to

Canada from our participation in
EXPO "92.

Yours sincerely,
John C. Crosbie
Minister for International Trade

Dear Mr. Crosbie:

I appreciate that you have
answered my letter.

I could see your point in
wanting a pavilion and wanting
good public relations with differ-
ent countries. I could also see
how it could benefit your gov-
ernment but I still disagree with

the move. It benefits your gov-
ernment but it does not benefit
Native people. We as a whole
suffer a lot as you can see today
through the media and talking to
people.

our government has never
apologized for the wrongdoings
done to our people. To me it 1s
giving away our land and our
freedom.

Besides Canada could use the
money the government is spend-
in% over there. Could you help
us?

Martha Hcgf
Sechelt, B.C.

Proud

Dear Editor:

I am writing this letter in re-
gard to the hate literature printed
in your Nov. 9issue. As a Native
I found it ver?' disrespectful to all
Natives, including myself. I'm
very proud to be Native and also
proud of who I am. I have no-
ticed it is always Natives who are
stereotyped more than any other
race.

Native people have been
pushed around by so many other
individuals who do not have any
pride in themselves. If they can-
not accept that God created all of
us to be here — and not only
those who think they should be
the only ones on this earth —
then why do they try to bring us
down with them?

A lot of Native people have
done a lot for themselves and
their own people and thatis why
we have every right to stand up
for who we are and what we
believe in.

Iam vergl teed off about that
letter and if I had the chance to
meet this low self-esteem person
I would inform him Natives are
the best people there are and that
he should learn how to be a
friend to us and not an enemy.

Proud to be Native!
Julie Hamelin
Brownuwale, Alta.

to be Native

PM too cozy with
the United States

Dear Editor:

The prime minister of Canada has acted like a favorite catamite of
whoever is president in the States. Whether it's Reagan or Bush, our
noble prime minister valiantly bends over backwards every chance

he gets.

irst Mulroney surrenders our sovereignty to the U.S.A. under the
Free Trade Agreement. Now he has ended Canada’s traditional role
as a peacekeeper and rushed halfway around the world ready to
battle Iraq, with or without UN approval. As if the U.S. needs our

help! We can only ho

Mulroney will become an even better robot

by thinkin% and acting exactly like Americans.

At least

ndians in the United States have won major court deci-

sions that confirm their ri%ht to manage natural resources on lands

under their control. The

S. Supreme Court has consistently fol-

lowed the general principle that the U.S has received Indian tribes
into its protection and that tribes are considered self-governing sov-

ereign entities.

Since our prime minister is such a good Yankee puppet, Iask what

are you waiting for Mr. Mulroney?

Gordon Robert Dumont
Prince Albert, Sask.
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Droppin’ In
By Rocky Woodward

and Merry Christ-
mas and ['m look-
ing forward to talk-
ing with you in-a
very Happy New
)

Year!

KEHEWIN: I just
received a call from
my friend Florance

Merry Christmas and

who tells
talent

Happy New Year!

Y-
Trottier
their
will be held

Hi! Canadian
light heavyweight
boxing champion
Danny Stone-walker
to be
me
show
Boxing Day Dec. 26.
Florance, I wish
you all the best and
if I can be there, 1

has nothin
ashamed of after his
eight-round loss to
orld Boxing Or-
anization (WBO)
title holder Michael
fact

Moorer.
In
Stonewalker might
have went the dis-
tance with Moorer, if
not for a head butt
that opened a cut on
his nose early in the

fight.
Moorer was fa-
vored 60-1 to beat
Stonewalker with
many odds-makers
saying it would be
the third
t the Fort

over b
round. %u
McMurray - boxer
roved them wrong
eight
he un-

y oin%1
rounds with t
defeated Moorer
(23-0) before the
referee stopped the
fight.
Stonewalker, like most Cana-
dian boxers over the years, has

lived up to a reputation as being
an aggressive combatant. After
the fight Moorer gave credit to
Stonewalker for being one of the

staff.

will.
Merry Christ-
mas to Kehewin,

Christmas and a

class. Merry
Happy New Year to each one of
ou. And the same to the Nechi

Ly

DROPPIN’ IN:- At this time
Droppin’ In would like to ex-
press its undying gratitude to all

our Droppin’ In readers.
this column has made
ryear and I
er you the

I hope

ou smile over the last
ope it continues to of
same in the coming year.

toughest boxers he’s ever faced.

But Stonewalker knew what
he had to do to beat Moorer and
he stuck to his fight plan until

blood began pouring from his

face. It slowed him down.

Moorer was awarded a TKO

over Stonewalker and credit

must be given to the champion,

who has KO’ed every opponent
&

;

he has faced.

Still Stonewalker has again
roven when he fights he fights
with heart and this loss (16-6-1)

doesn’t mean it’s over for him.

Now Stonewalker must re-

ain himself and maybe next

time he will come back, as he has

done in the past, to worry his
y

opponents and then win.
EDMONTON: Aren’t they the
best looking grougr_i)1
e people in
this picture are none other than

have ever seen?

the

f people you
echi training graduation Staff and graduates of Nechi Institute

Rocky Woodwar
downtown Anzac, Alberta.
METIS SETTLEMENTS: On
Dec. 15 the Federation of Metis

Saddle Lake, Peer-
less Lake, Little
Buffalo, Fort Ver-
milion, Little Red
River Band, Tall
Cree Band, Peigan
Nation, Hobbema
Four Bands, all the
Metis settlements
the

.

Rocky Woodward

of Alberta,
Metis Nation and
of course beautiful

was a delight!
Even

Danny Stonewalker takes a breather during his fight
Settlements held its Christmas
and it was a great one.

earlier this year with Machine Gun Dave Fiddler
arty
atching Archie Collins and
Ernie Gambler, along with the
rest of the band, play great fiddle
music and the best darn Metis
dance group I have ever seen —
the Kikino Northern Lights —
LA Pearl Calahasen Happy New Year!

the FMS Christmas party

president Rand

MLA Pearl Calahasen (left) and Archie Collins fill their plates at

was there. So was federation
Hardy.
1Ty

And

who can forget the food! Me
Christmas to all of you and a

Brought to you by
the Windspeaker
The 11th Annual Third

World Film Festival
Feb. 21-24, 1991

%,

25, 9:30 p.m,;
Westmount
y

Indian Country

University of Alberta
Campus, Edmonton, AB

L

Rocky Wooward
F o r Hosted by the Edmonton
Macleod,
AB. Learner Centre (resources
(S: &I OIFMC : and programs for global
MING LES- justice) the festival will
301\; g (Ag)e feature over 60 films,
be-ginnyir: 3 workshops, speakers,
Jan. 8, 1991; displays and an interna-
Ofleary Lei- | | yional food fair. African
sure Centre, ) \ v
Edmonton, Native and environmental
themes will be empha-
sized. Watch for posters
and programs in late
January. For information
or to volunteer, please

FLITKNAPPING DEMON-
call Marg at 439-8744.

.m.; Head-Smashed-In
Interpretive

acleod, AB.
= NS
=

to 4

Ju

M:

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DANCE; Dec.
INCLUDE YOUR EVENT IN
THIS CALENDAR FOR THE
DEC. 21st ISSUE, PLEASE Communit
QNN O NN GO\ Hall, Edmonton,
DEC. 12th AT
(403)455-2700, FAX 452-1428
COWBOY RO-

'r-

AB.
CHRISTMAS

C.N.F.C. BOXING & FIRM-UP;  AB; to register call 452-7811.
y
STRATIONS; Jan. 13; 11 a.m.

DEQO; Dec. 26-
29; Hobbema
Panee Memorial
iplex, AB.

TERN ALBERTA 5TH AN-

g
Edmonton, AB.

.m.,, dance to follow; from 7 -9 p.m.; Westmount Jr.
High School, 11125 - 131 St;

NO-CONTACT ARTIFACT DISPLAY; Dec. 30;
Interpretive Centre; Ft. McLeo

Buffalo
Centre; Fort
£ NATIVE FILMS; Jan. 20, 11
.m.; Head-Smashed-
In Buffalo Jump Interpretive

a.m.to4
Centre; Fort Macleod, AB
CRAFT .

We bring
your world

m
to you.

BLACKFOOT
retive Centre;

m. - 2:00 am,;
m.; Head-Smashed-In Buf-
Inte

lo ]umq
eod, AB.

THE FACE OF DANCE; Dec.
1, 1990 to Dec. 1, 1991; Glen-
bow Museum, Calgary, AB.
Swimming
CUL-

NIGHT; every Sunday from 6
.m.; O'Leary
Pool, 8804 -152 Avenue, Edm.

' -7

C.N.F.C. METIS

TURAL DANCE CLASSES;
Sundays, 2 - 4 p.m.; St. Peter’s

Church, Edmonton, AB.
ROUND DANCE; Dec. 22, 8
Sunchild O’Chiese
Rocky Mountain

m.;
gchool,
House, AB.
NATIVE COOKING; Dec.
23; Head-Smashed-In Buffalo
Jump Interpretive Centre; Ft.
McLeod, AB.

C.N.F.C. CHRISTMAS

WED.,
OR WRITE TO 15001 - 112
AVE., EDM,, AB, T5M 2Ve.
ﬁlgOnRTHEAS-
CN.F.C. FAMILY SWIM  NUAL TALENT SHOW; Dec. Monday, Wednesday & Frida
ZB%n}{)?gil e Agriplex, AB.
CASEY HALFE MEMORIAL

OPEN
HOCKEY TOURNAMENT; Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Ju
Dec. 28 - 30; Goodfish Lake Lake-
side Arena; Goodfish Lake, AB. AB.
Dec. 28 - 30; Round Dance on Sacred Heart Church, 10821 - 96
to 4 p.m.; Head-Smashed-In Buf-

SADDLE LAKE CHRISTMAS NEW YEAR’S SOBER DANCE;

HOCKEY TOURNAMENT; Dec. 31, 10:00
29th; Saddle Lake Complex, AB. St., Edmonton, AB.
VOLLEYBALL NATIVE LEGENDS AND DISPLAY;Jan.27,11 a.m.to4

(C.N.F.C.); Tuesdays from 6 - 8 STORYTELLING;Jan.6,11a.m. F

a
falo Jump Interpretive Centre; Fort Mac

CO-ED
.m.; Ben Calf Robe School,
11833 - 64 St., Edmonton, AB.




WINDSPEAKER, DECEMBER 21, 1990, PAGE 7 .,

Mayor defends Lethbridge
against charges of racism

By Amy Santoro
Windspeaker Staff Writer

LETHBRIDGE

Lethbridge mayor David Car-
penter says he’s upset by reac-
tion to a racial letter declaring
“open season on North Ameri-
can aboriginals” because his city
is “not at all racist.”

The letter found at Lethbridge
Community College (LCC) Oct.
19 sparked an outcry by both
Natives and non-Natives. Leth-
bridge was described as having
“the most intense anti-Native
sentiment in Canada” b}I"h im
Penton, a member of the Three
Rivers Society.

The executive director of the
Calgary Native Friendship
Centre shares Penton’s feeling.
Laverna McMaster says Lethbr-
idge is “a redneck town where
K}eople look at you and if you're

ative they write you off. Some
people in Lethbridge have noth-
ing but hatred for Natives.”

But Carpenter says the letter
was anisolated incident. He says
the city has “done everything it
can to integrate Natives but they
don’t want to be integrated.”

The president of the city’s
chamber of commerce says Leth-
bridge, population 60,000, is
your average small town “with
average people making a living
bein%families and businessmen.

“The Indians keep to them-
selves. We don’t experience a lot
of problems with them, we co-
exist very well,” says John Gray.

Fil Fraser, head of the Alberta
Human Rights Commission,
says the situation in Lethbridge
is deplorable. He says the com-
mission will make 1ts presence
known in southern Alberta to
encourage more Natives to file
complaints with the human
rights body.

“We're going out of our way
to make our presence feltin Leth-
bridge. Native complaints get
top priority yet we don’t get
many of them.”

e commission has received
four complaints from Natives in
southern Alberta since April.

Local businesspeople say
they’re willing to hire qualified
Natives. But none of the busi-
nesses interviewed by Wind-
speaker employs any Native
ﬁeople. Al ]anlg, manager of

nick Knacks Restaurant and
Lounge, says he’s willing to hire
Natives but “unfortunately they
%ive themselves an image when
they come in here drunk and,
create a scene.”

The executive director of the
Native friendship centre in Leth-
bridge says he resents people
denying there’s racism towards
the city’s 4,000 Natives. If “ra-
cism wasn’t a fact in Lethbridge,
why else would Indians be yell-
ing?” asked Mike Bruised Head.

“People have to accept that
Indians are going to ffeak up.
We're not the quiet Indian any-
more, nothing 1s going to stop
us.”

Bruised Head says “you can
feel the racism in the streets, in
businesses and the colleges.” He
says the mayor’s attitude is
“typical of civic leaders here who
don’t understand Natives. The
mayor doesn’t have a good rap-
port with any Native person. He
doesn’t understand.”

The managing editor of the
Lethbridge Herald says racismin
Lethbridge is “less subtle than
other parts of the country.”

Jim Haskett says overt racism
is the reason Natives are not vis-

Mike Bruised Head

ible in banks and stores.

“The problem is long-stand-
ing. There is an undercurrent
among some that Natives are not
part of us, so they are not encour-
aged to take part in greater soci-
e .II
tyYet, says Haskett, efforts have
been made through schools, the
university and the city to reach
out to Natives in order to find
some common ground.

“The city has looked to hire
Natives and so have the school
boards but they just don’t get the
applications.”

e University of Lethbridge
has graduated 60 to 75 teachers
over a 15-year period but “none
or very few have applied,” says
the superintendent of the sepa-
rate school board.

Ralph Himsl says he knows of
three Natives in the past 18 years
who have applied for teaching
positions. Himsl says Lethbridge
does not discriminate against
Natives, rather there is appre-
hension among Natives. “I see
them walking the streets in
groups of four or five and it
makes me wonder if they are
afraid.”

Himsl says the Oka standoff
this summer has made Natives
“supersensitive and ready to see
somethin%hwhere maybe thereis
nothing. They’re assigning a ra-
cial interpretation to a lot of
situations.”

Himsl says there is a “reser-
voir of goodwill in Lethbridge
that must be tapped into.”

Tony Hall, professor of Native
American studies at the Univer-
sity of Lethbridge, says “a series
of episodes in the Lethbridge
area, such as the dissemination
of the letter have pushed racial
tensions to the brink.”

Hall’s college professor Chris
Miller says southern Alberta
“suffers from the taming the
Wild West syndrome.” Miller
says southern Alberta, with its
great Mormon population, farm-
ing industry and Canada’s big-
gest Indian reserve has oppres-
sive forces, which make racism
more evident than in other parts
of the country.

Citing the hate letter found at
LCC, the president of the Stu-
dents’ Union at the University of
Lethbridge says the community
holds “a lot ot anti-Native senti-
ment. The U of L has some racist
attitudes but it’s not as bad as the

reater community,” says Te

hitehead. 4" i

Gordon Campbell, a Lethbr-
idge resident involved in civic
issues, says the letter, on Alberta
fish and wildlife letterhead, is
typical of universities and col-
leges. “There’s a lot of outra-

SN

Jackie Red Crow

geous stuff that floats around
campuses.”

Indian Association of Alberta
president Regena Crowchild,
who lived in Lethbridge, says the
city is “definitely racist.” There
are many disputes between Na-
tives and non-Natives, she says.
”Theirl feel Natives are always
out there asking for more han-
douts. But we're not asking for
handouts, we want our rights to
be recognized and honored. This

-was our land and we agreed to

share it.”

John Gogo, Lethbridge-West
MLA, also says the letter was an
isolated incident, which does not
reflect the attitudes of the com-
munity!’ “The drunken Indian
perception has disappeared and
racism is not a problem in Leth-
bridge.”

But the discovery of the LCC
hate letter is not a first for Lethbr-
idge. In 1989 the Alberta Human
Rights Commission investigated
a letter distributed by a Lethbr-
idge realtor. The letter discussed
real estate values in an area
where a Native organization
bought a house. Natives in the
community complained the let-
ter was racist. The commission’s
investigation concluded serious
problems existed in the commu-
nications between Native and
non-Native communities.

New Democrat Native affairs
critic Bob Hawkesworth says the
hate letter is “symptomatic of a
problem in Alberta.” He says a
thorough investigation of the
letter is necessary.

Lethbridge RCMP Staff Sgt.
Bob Hubber says there are few
racial problems in the city.
“Probably quite to the contrary.
That Lethbridge is racist is far
from the truth. We do everything
we can to embrace Natives.”

Lethbridge police have not
been able to come up with any
leads. But fish and wildlife has
wra up its investigation into
the ?e%fr. Em Rivait,gexecutive
assistant to Forestry Minister
Leroy Fjordbotton, says the in-
vestigation indicates the letter
did not originate from depart-
ment staff.

A $600 reward for the convic-
tion of the person or persons
responsible for the hate letter
found at LCC is being offered by
the Alberta Indian Investment
Corporation in Edmonton, Wind-
speaker and the Sucker Creek
band.

Section 3.18 of the Criminal
Code says anyone who promotes
or advocates genocide is guilty of
an indictable offence with a
maximum penalty of five years.
The Lethbridge letter says Na-
tives should be shot.

All the best to
you in 1991

f Suncor Native Affairs
ZUNCor..

P.O. Box 4001
Fort McMurray, Alberta
T9H 3E3

Mobile Homes

Noble Homes Ltd. will take old Band Mobiles on trade
(any condition) on new 14', 16' & doublewide mobile homes.
We manufacture the highest quality mobile homes in the industry.
See us before you purchase any mobiles.
21216 - 113 Ave. (Winterburn Rd.) Edmonton, AB TOE 2NO

Phone: (403)447-2333

BUILDING PRODUCTS

The Complete Building and Home
Decorating Centre

Lumber, Plywood, Hardware,
Paint, Plumbing, Light Fixtures,
Wallpaper & Ceramic Tile

FREE ESTIMATES - CONTACT SALES
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Season's Greetings

On behaif of the Alberta
Multiculturalism Commission, I
would like to express my very best
wishes to you this holiday season.
| encourage you to extend the spirit
of goodwill and friendship to all
Albertans every day of the year.

In 1988, the Alberta
Multiculturalism Commission
conducted a province-wide tour to
discover what Albertans wanted
in the area of muiticulturalism.
After consulting with individuals
and organizations throughout the
province, we developed a number
of programmes that focus on
enriching our diverse society.

We believe that multiculturalism
is of interest to all Albertans.
With the development of The
Multiculturalism Action Plan
(MAP), we hope to create a
partnership with Albertans in the
development of multiculturalism.
The MAP theme is “‘Alberta: One
Heart, Many Colours’ and we
invite you to participate in our
exciting new programmes.

Become a partner in
multiculturalism. It’s where
we all belong.

Steve Zarusky

Chairman

Alberta Multiculturalism Commission
MLA Redwater - Andrew

M
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MULTICULTURALISM COMMISSION
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Natives will be a priority
with Alberta’'s new top cop

By Amy Santoro Chief Supt. Les Holmes is
Windspeaker Staff Writer Alberta’s new assistant commis-

sioner of K-Division. Holmes
EDMONTON says his main concern is improv-

ing relations with Indian and
Metis communities in the prov-
ince through better communica-
tion and cultural understanding.

“We need to be able to under-

The RCMP’s recently-ap-
pointed highest ranking cop will
make Native relations his top

priority.

LCC dean honored

Bill Persley, Lethbridge Com-  Blackfoot name “Yellow Otter”
munity College Associate Dean and inducted him into the Blood
of Native and General Education  tribe. The name of Yellow Otter
(Community Education) re- hashad along tradition and sig-
ceived a special distinctionat the  nifies years of service within the
Blood community. In Persley’s
case, it hasbeen hus 15 years pro-
moting Native education.

Persley was also given an
original painting by Blood artist
Henry Standing Alone.

Persley is very excited by the
distinction and feels humbled
the Blood tribe would think of
him so highly. “It is a tremen-
dous honor for me to be wel-
comed into the tribe and to carry

Native Adult Education Confer-
ence, held Nov. 1-3.

At a unique naming cere-
mony in tribute to Persley’s com-
mitment to Native education,
Blood Elder, Dan Weasel Mocca-

stand their culture in order to
relate to Natives. It’s an ongoing
investment.”

Holmes says the force has
gone through many public and
internal inquiries into its rela-
tionship with Alberta’s Native
communities. He says an elders’
advisory committee was created
as a result of the inquiries.

“We're listening to the elders.
They have some say in what our
policing priorities are with Na-
tives.”

Holmes says he will attempt
to increase the number of Native
officers in the force. Currently
the RCMP employs 50 identified
Native police officers.

Holmes says in general the
RCMP’s relationship with Na-
tive communities is excellent.
Referring to the Lonefighters So-
ciety in southern Alberta and the
Lubicon Lake Indian band in
Peace River, Holmes said
“there’s just some people out
there who want to create bad
publicity.”

He says some groups want to
“use the media as a platform
which puts the RCMP in a diffi-
cult situation.”

Both the Peigan Lonefighters
and the Lubicons have had con-
frontations with the RCMP in
battles over Native rights.

The 34-year veteran will take
on his new duties at the end of
the month.

Season’s Greetings

PATENAUDE'S i ‘

THERESA

e Jackets - Parkas - Mukiuks
Custom Made Buckskin Jackets

General Delivery 689-2 1 22

Caslan, Alberta

TOA ORO
"Meyo Manito Kesikaw"
&Y NATIVE HANDICRAFT 3
WHITE-TAIL ARMS
Pawnshop
BUY - SELL - TRADE
Arms, Antiques & Collectables
BONNYVILLE, Alerta
TON 2G3
/ (403)826-4647
Wildlife Art Gallery
OPEN FOR CHRISTMAS ] \\

RECIEVE 10% OFF WITH THIS AD.

R.R. #1
GIBBONS, AB
TOA 1NO

MAY THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS BE WITH YOU ALL

BERTHA'S CRAFTS & GIFTS

/5 MAIL ORDER OUTLET

FOR NATIVE CRAFT
KITS & SUPPLIES

May Christmas fill your hearts and home
now and always, and may the future
hold only the very best for you.
Bring them home safe for the holidays,
DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE

WAH-POW
DETOX &
TREATMENT
CENTRE

Box 1648 Lac La Biche, AB TOC 2CO
623-2553 Beaver Lake

May the spirit of the season, harmony, love
.. grow and become a
way of life, from

FT. McMURRAY WOMEN'S CRISIS
CENTRE SOCIETY

and understanding.

BOX 6165, FORT McMURRAY, T9H 4W1

OFFERS SUPPORT -
AND SECURE SHELTER
FOR ABUSED WOMEN
AND CHILDREN

743-1190

(" Season's Greeting ¢ best wishes to the )
residents of St. Paul v area from
‘Bob e Mayggie Porozni

ST. PAUL

\/

& QO™
FOR COMPLETE PRESCRIPTION SERVICE
645-3063

ces

_Christmas...I felt Christm
. and knew once again there

~ would be “Peace on Earth and

Goodwill Among Men.”
- :May you have the gladness

--of Christmas which is hope.
. The spirit of Christmas, which
is peace. The heart of Christ-
mas; which is love.

Fort Franklin, NWT
Canada XO0E 0G0

ST. PAUL, ALBERTA

- J

4 )

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
to all our valued friends and customers
froon Management and staff,

Fishing Tackle « Groceries - Meats
Cold Drinks ¢ Ice » Greyhound Bus Depot
Rug Doctor (Carpet Cleaning) Rental

CHOI'S
TAGS

| S
mﬁm F‘ 623-2806 Tﬁcj;
At The Traffic Lights
\ LAC LA BICHE, ALBERTA
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Green Plan offers Natives
'a trinket' - environmentalist

HEARD DAILY ON CBC-TV &

By Amy Santoro
CFWE 89.9 FM M%’ndspz’aker Staff Writer
6:00 a.m. - 9:00a.m.
EDMONTON

Daily broadcasts --- up to the minute
news, entertainment and much more.

The executive director of the
Mother Earth Healing Society
says Ottawa’s new Green Plan
does absolutely nothing to ad-
dress Native environmental con-
cerns.

Lorraine Sinclair' says the
money allocated towards abo-
riginal reserves is “a trinket to get

atives on side with the plan.”

For more information call or write:
CFWE-FM Ray Fox Station Manager
Box 2250 Lac La Biche, AB TOA 2C0
(Direct) Tel. 423-2800 Lac La Biche Studio 623-3333

Fax: 623-281 1

That we may touch the earth with Kind

and gentle hands,

That freedom will be found in this and other lands,

and joyous peace shall reign throughout the world!
Chief George Saddleman,
Councillors: Henry Charters, William Ned,

Lottie Lindley, Charlotte Ned, Cindy Lindley,
Staff and Band Members

UPPER NI

P.O. BAG 3700
Merritt, B.C., VOK 2B0

(604) 350-3342 Fax (604) 350-3311

COLA INDIAN BAND

The $3-billion Green Plan
unveiled Dec. 11 proposes to
sgend more than $350 million in
aboriginal areas including new
sewer and water systems on re-
serves.

long under the Green Plan but
rather under the department of
Indian affairs.

“It shows how lax the depart-
ment has been in providing those
services.”

Sinclair says the government
“doesn’t care about Native inter-
ests because Natives had no in-
put into the plan. The govern-
ment is not listening to us. They
didn’t go out into the communi-
ties to %ive us a chance.”

Sinclair says if the govern-
ment “really wanted to study
environmental issues, they’d be
studying Natives t00.”

e plan proposes the addi-
tion of five national parks by
1996 and the creation of 13 more
by the year 2000. But Sinclair
says thetreation of the parks is
“the white man’s way of looking
at wilderness protection, not the
Native way. It'sa glorified noble
deed similar to putting Indians
in museums.”

Sinclair says national parks
will limit the activities of Native
people.

“Humans are a part of Mother

Lorraine Sinclair

Earth. We are the caretakers. We
can live off the land — pick ber-
ries, kill the animals for food —
as long as we take care of it. Na-
tional parks will not benefit the
Native way of life.”

Bob Hawkesworth, Alberta
New Democrats environment
critic, says the money is an obvi-
ous token because the govern-
ment is “still allowing develo
ment on Native land which is
their traditional hunting and

trapping area.”

Eﬁawiesworth says for the
government to want to create
parks and yet continue its “mas-
sive exploitation of patural re-
sources on Indian land for short-
term economic gain is ironic.”

Martha Kostuch, spokeperson
for Friends of the Oldman River,
says the government is not seri-
ous about protecting the envi-
ronment when “land claims,
based on protecting traditional
hunting and trapping and the

Dana Wagg

northern forests, are continually
ignored.”

Kostuch says Natives should
not “get all excited” over the
$350 million allotted to them by
the plan because “the govern-
ment should have spent that
money on them a long time ago.”

The plan, which is spread
over a five-year period, also pro-
vides $500 million to Natives, en-
vironmental groups and indus-
try for environmental studies.
But Sinclair, Kostuch and
Hawkesworth say most, if not
all, of the money will go to indus-

“The government intends that
money to go to their business
friends. Natives and environ-
mental groups will get the
crumbs,” says Hawkesworth.

Sinclair says the plan is a
“total concession to industry,”
and she adds, it's “completely
superficial, vague and full of
bullshit.”

3. . Sinclair, a Metis involved in
To the great 5Plnt QfCﬁnStmas environmental issues for 10
a prayer: ears, says the initiative does not &
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in any Glass or Architectural
Aluminum Work including

Fm « Windows ¢ Store Fronts
* Doors * Mirrors

Glass Western Ltd.  Glass Replacement

* Renovations
GLASS SERVICE

Amnesty analyzing Mohawks’
human rights complaints

By Amy Santoro public until the analysis is com-  day standoff, says Clark. He says

Windspeaker Staff Writer Elete,” says Roger Clark, the the probeinvolved the investiga-
uman rights group’s secretary  tion of five specific allegations.

Clark says Kamminga inter-

2 okl A

OTTAWA eneral for English-speaking

7127 Fair Mount Dr. S.E.
Calgary, AB T2H 0X6

253-9000

May the warm winds of heaven
blow softly on your house
and may the Great Spirit

bless all who enter there.

An Amnesty International
official says the group is in the
analysis stage of its inquiry into
allegations of human rights vio-
lations during the Oka crisis this
summer in Quebec.

The information obtained by
Amnesty International’s Dutch-
based lawyer “cannot be made

anada. Clark could not sa
when the results would be made
public.

Information was collected by
Dutch lawyer Menno Kamminga
on cases involving Mohawks
and Quebec provincial police.

Amnesty received about 200
complaints that Mohawk Indians
were mistreated during the 78-

viewed Mohawks at the Kanesa-
take and Kahnawake reserves.
Kamminga could not be reached
for comment.

Amnesty International is a
London-based group which pro-
tects human rights and works
toward the release of political
prisoners, who haven’t used or
advocated violence.

Indian blessing

mmwsmewnny  h>0 1) Of L education faculty

General Delivery 2N

Atikameg, AB
(403) 767-3740

"May only the Good Spirits guide you in 1991"
From the board & Staff of the

CENTRAL OKANAGAN INDIAN FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY

442 Leon Avenue, Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 6J3 Ph: (604) 763-4905 Fax: 861-5514

wants more Native staff

By Amy Santoro
Windspeaker Staff Writer

LETHBRIDGE

The University of Lethbr-
idge’s faculty of education wants
the road opened towards hiring
more Native staff.

The faculty’s associate dean
says efforts are being made to
hire more Natives.

Myrna Greene says the fac-
ulty is doing its best to “target the
aboriginal community by put-
ting ads in papers that will reach

possible Nativeapplicants and is
actually asking Natives in the
community if they can recom-
mend people.”

As much as the faculty would
like to appoint more Natives,
says Greene, few applications are
received from Natives because
they are unable to meet the de-

ee requirement.

“Right now we have two
Native faculty members out of 40
because not many Natives are
going on to get PHDs.”

Recenth e faculty aﬁvproved
a policy which will develop non-

discriminatory practices recog-
nizing differences in age, physi-
cal ability, sexual orientation and
sociological background.

The report states “our climate,
ideally, will be one where
healthy tension or conflictual
harmony will be viewed posi-
tively and in an environment
where differences are nurtured
and not just bland conformities.”

Greene says the policy is
aimed at balancing out the num-
ber of women and minority

oup members hired by the
aculty.
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Remember
environment at
Christmas

By Jerome Yellowdirt

the

Every year during Christmas Day, we seem to forget about every-

thing else except opening up that large gift and admiring what we
ot.

“ Sure we try not to forget the less fortunate, but what about our en-

vironment? [s that important too or do we just simply ignore it for the

time being?

We should be responsible for keeping the environment clean and
safe.

As adults we should know better about how important the envi-
ronment is to us. We are the ones who should be educating our kids
on what our elders have taught us about our environment.

Everything that relates to life is part of the environment. If we
destroy some plant life, we begin to create an imbalance. Balance is
what the environment is all about, everything is connected.

Take our air for instance. Too many toxic chemicals are destroying
the entire atmosphere. Cutting too much timber prevents the air from
cleaning itself.

People all over the world should get involved by planting one tree
or some kind of green plant at least once every year. And lobby some
of the industries who pollute the air, water or the land.

So when you open your Christmas gift, remember the wrapping
paper is loaded with all kinds of toxic chemicals. When you burniit,
you are also burning off some of the air you breathe. Even some of
those plastic ribbons or decorations contribute to the destruction of
our environment.

Instead of burning them or throwing them away, why not recycle?
After all there are a Jot more Christmas seasons to think of.

As Indian people of the land, who knows best the importance of
the environment around us?

(Yellowdirt is a Treaty 6 community health liaison worker)
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May Your Hearts Be Open at Christmas
so that the circle of Love & Peace
+  may Grow and may You
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Year from the
Council of Chiefs &
Membership of

HEAD OFFICE: LONG PLAIN RESERVICE #68. BAND #287
TELEPHONE (204) 725-3560 FAX # (204) 726-5966
702 DOUGLAS STREET - P.O. BOX 1148 — BRANDON, MANITOBA, CANADA R7A 8A4
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Season'’s
|\ Greetings

The Metis Settlements General Council
would like to take this opportunity to wish all
Settlement members, friends and relatives
a very Merry Christmas and a happy and
prosperous 1991.

Metis Settlements
General Council
2nd Floor, 11104 - 107 Ave.
Edmonton, AB T5H 0X8 (403) 428-6054

May Christmas fill
your hearts and home
now and always, and
may the future hold only
the very best for you.
Merry Christmas and a
prosperous New Year from

(403) 828-4220

and

Fort McKay Group of Companies
(403) 828-4216
FAX: (403) 828-4393

Box 5360, Fort McMurray, Alberta, T9H 3G4
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He might not be home for Christmas

By Diane Parenteau
Windspeaker Correspondent

FROG LAKE RESERVE, ALTA.

A large circle of Frog Lake’s
most respected elders, chosen
leaders and the family and
friends of Renee Stanley joined
hands as they stepped to the
drumbeat of the prestigious
honor song recognizing him.

The Nov. 23 celebration ban-
quet demonstrated the prideand
admiration felt by the commu-
nity for Stanley, 21, a private
with the Canadian Armed Forces
at Cold Lake, who has volun-
teered for service overseas and
may be shipped to Saudi Arabia
sometime before Christmas.

“It will be an experience. Of
course there is danger but I
would be retrained in chemical
warfare. It's a chance to see the
world.”

The community, in a show of
respect and support for Stanley,
who has become a role model to
many, gathered to honor him.

“I have a 50-50 chance of
going (overseas),” said Stanley,
who was born and raised in Frog
Lake. The soft-spoken youth was
taken by surprise when he real-
ized the evening was in his
honor.

After finishing high school he
made the decision to enlist. He
wanted to make something of
himself and show others there
was more to life than what some
others had chosen. He wanted to
set a good example.

“This reserve is bad for young
guys getting stuck here and later
on they can’t do anything with
their lives. Hopefully seeing me
will show the other kids there is
something else out there. It's nice
to come back,” said Stanle{,
looking fondly at the people
gathered in his honor. “But
you’ve got to make something
out of your life. I wanted to show
my family I could do something
with my life and I did.”

Stanley wasn’t able to give a
lot of details about his present
situation or the mission he may
be sent on because of military
regulations, but he did say he
would be on a three-month rota-
tion system if he was chosen to
go to the Middle East.

During a tearful presentation
by the Stanley family, brother
Ricky expressed the family’s feel-
ings of pride.

“Five years ago, Renee de-
cided to choose a dream and a
%oal of joining the Armed Forces.

oday that is reality.”

Renee shares the fear of what
lies ahead with his father, Lloyd,
who is happy and proud on one
hand, but sad and unsure on the
other.

“It's been a %ood experience
for him,” said Lloyd, noting that

Diane Parenteau

Renee Stanley (second from right) receives a gift from his family in an emotional presentation

after the death of his wife four
ears ago the children seemed
ost. “When he said he was going
to join, I didn’t really believe
him.”

The deepest feelings of the
family were revealed in a beauti-
ful engraved scroll offering a
prayer that Renee find happiness
in his journey of life.

Band Councillor Larry Quin-
ney, who spoke on behalf of the
chief and council, urged people
to keep Stanley in their prayers.

“Continue to pray every
morning for this fine young gen-
tlemen,” he said. “Remember
him when you see his grand-
mother and his grandfather.
Remember him in your prayers.
And as you have encouraged
this young man, ma the Great
Spirit be with him. He will carry
those eagle feathers with him
into battle if there should be a
battle.”

Stanley is halfway through his
three-year contract with the
Armed Forces. He hopes to join
the RCMP when it expires.

West End Bingo

17304 - 105 Ave Ph: 484-7228

50 Games

DOORS 5 P.M. EARLYBIRDS 6 P.M.

nior's Discount

IR
1/2 PRICE BINGO

40 GAMES - 2 BONANZAS
PLAYOFF FOR A 28° BiG SCREEN 1TV
Last Sunday Afternoon of each month
(gather good neighbor cards)

10:30 EVERY FRIDAY

PRE CALL 6:30 P.M. REG. GAMES 6:50 P.M.

SATURDAY, SUNDAY AFTERNOONS
DOORS NOON, EARLY BIRDS 1P.M.

R R R KA R R RN R KRR
1/2 PRICE LATE NIGHT BINGO

2 Bonanzas 1 Mini
"Star of the Night"

Jan. 6th - 2nd
BONANZA GUARANTEED

$4,000.

jheroiatetokaRetaierptororotaroiotatototatataterers

Discount Bonanza's
10 - $7.00
3-$1.00

'$500.00 CASH
PLAYOFF
EVERY WEDNESDAY
" ORTRIPTO
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May this special time bring
you all the joys of the season
and the warmth of fellowship with
family and friends.
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GROUARD, ALTA.

Two former small business
management students were
awarded small business awards
of $2,000 recently at the Alberta
Vocational College — Lesser
Slave Lake, Grouard Campus.

Doug Badger, owner of Car-
rie’s Diner in Sucker Creek, and
Velma Bellerose, owner of Belle
Beauty and Skin Care in High
Prairie, were the first recipients
of the newly-established award.

The award is funded through
profits from the Coffee Pit, the
student-run food services/con-
cession business at Grouard

cam/%l\xs.
“The Coffee Pit is operated by
students in the small business

Native Business

R

FD,

Pangs
"X IR o
Reorsoq A

High Prairie, AB
TOG 1EO

(403) 523-4444

« ALL TYPES OF USED PARTS
BOX 716 24 HOUR TOWING ._:

b & management program,” said M i s
2 instructor Ray Hassenstein. “The  poug Badger, owner of Carrie's Diner in Sucker Creek, gradu- Velma Bellerose, owner of Belle Beauty and Skin Care, gradu-
‘“Z tch‘;ftfer‘;’g(té: aa S“gg‘;iisf‘ﬁl‘bg’sg‘fcses ated from the program in June 1988 and opened Carrie's Dinera ated from the Small Business. Management program in 1988 and
h the money beﬁ)ngs. to the stu- few months later. The diner is located in the Sucker Creek then attended the European School of Cosmetology in Edmon-
dents as they are required to Community Centre and offers a wide variety of home-made ton. Her business officially opened in Oct. 1990.
work in the Coffee Pitin addition meals and has expanded to include catering and a movie rental
to their classroom time. The stu-  gervice.
. dents must work lunch hours, . e
coffee breaks and before and af- business plan,” he said. “I would
ter classes. definitely recommend the pro-
“Our perspective is that the gramtoanyone whoisinterested
students Esve earned the money  Instarting their own business.”
and we want to give it back to Bellerose intends to use the
: them as an award and a motiva- award money to purchase more
&3 tor for starting their own busi- uipment for her shop, the only
: nesses. The ultimate objective of one of its kind in High Prairie.
the small business management She offers manicures, pedicures,
program is to turn students into  facials, waxing, makeup consul-
entrepreneurs,” he said. “This tation and other services.
award is a significant amount of “The small business manage-
money that should make a differ- ment program gave us a good
ence in a small business.” business backgr ound and a prac-
3 To be eligible for the award, tical sense of business applica-
) students must start a full-time tions,” she said. “Some things, Edmonton Catholic Schools
& business and invest at least however, like working with . ,
i $2,000 of their own money. All clients and the public, you have LOSE for Christm '
» small business management toO l’ﬁimlf(gom e>; erience.” i at 12:15 p.m. ’
) aduates are eligible for the ¢ 1U-month program aiso
g g;vard provided the criteria is offers stugients a gleag;s to im- on December 21’ 1990
i met. The number of awards pre- pll;ove the}r edusation and thejr hool RE PE
sented each year dependsonthe chances for advancement in
number of Symdem‘s) who begin  business-related careers. on January 7.’ 1991
businesses. Badger was ex- In addition to the two $2,000 at reglﬂar times.
tremely pleased to receive the awards that were presented ,
4 award. ep]ans touse the funds Nov. 29, three $500 small busi-
, to expand his business, which ?hess] awards will be preseﬂr:ted at ,
was named in memo of his e June convocation to the stu- . . c
{ mother. It officially opged Oct. dent with the best academic rec- ‘ Community Relations
8, 1988. orccll an}c\i the best business plan [N 980‘3,411620;7
“Through the small business and who proves to be the most OmMOoNton  Edmonton, AB T5K 102
managemegnt program we were valuable foee Pit employee. Edmonton %ﬁi i z
taught business fundamentals, Anyone interested in the pro- Catholic e
bookkeeping, accounting, mar- gram is invited to contact Has- |
keting and %\()w to do a viable senstein at 751-3915 (Grouard). SChOOlS
Merry Christmas one and all from Gordon, Agnes & Staff
4 o L L 3
' @ High Prairie
? Auto Sales & Salvage

The Honourable
Al '"Boomer'" Adair

Minister of Transporation, o R - : '

M.L.A. May the Spirit of the Season, Harmony, Love and Understanding...
grow and become a way of life. Season’s Greetings from the staff at
Bear Woman and Associates.

208 Legislature Building
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6
(403) 427-2080

NEW DAWN CENTRE
10660 - 156 Street
Edmonton, Alberta
Ph: (403) 486-1863

BEAR WOMAN & ASSOCIATES

#101, 17704 - 103 Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta T5S 1J9

Ph: (403) 486-1999 Fax: (403) 483-0695

Peace and
. Peace River Constituency Office
Goodwill 7,5319 - 50 Street

to you and yours Grimshaw, Alberta TOH 1W0
(403) 332-1340
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Northern star a guide to Christmases past

By Rocky Woodward
Windspeaker Staff Writer

It was a strange light I saw in
the distance as I drove my dog
team across the northern tundra.
A very strange light indeed.

Had I been in the north too
long alone I wondered?

ooking across the vast frozen
ice, the light appeared to be
coming closer and brighter.

My dogs stopped in their
tracks and with heads bowed
and tails between their lefgs, the
began to whimper as if afraid.
Then savagely my lead dog
Snicker began to bark.

The strange light now filled
the heavens. Behind it were the
stars where northern lights
danced up and down. I knew the
light could not be coming from
them.

Reaching for my rifle, I held it
close to me while thinking all the
time, just what the hell would a
gundo against this strange light?

It came closer and closer, not
at a fast speed but moreina lazy
movement. It made no noise. |
was becoming tense.

In a second it appeared high
above us and I saw it was the
brightest, biggest looking star I
had ever seen.
~ But how, I thought? Where
did it come from so suddenly
that it even scared my dogs? No,
I knew this bright light, this star,
did not belong in the heavens
with the other stars — or I'm sure
[ would have noticed it the many
times I travelled this route be-
fore.

It just lingered there — above
us.
While I stood there looking at
the star, my dog Snicker and the

others had quit barking and
whim;1>ering. ey too just stood
there looking up at this now

wonderful light.

I laughed. ‘Hell, it even feels
warm,” I thought.

Ilaughed again remembering
a poem I had heard about the
strange occurrences that happen
to men in the North. Well, this
was as strange as it got.

Then the light began to get
brighter. It became so bright I
closed my eyes against it. Then,
as if in another world, another
time, I saw the many things I had
forgotten about over the 30 odd
years I had trapped in the North.

Isaw alittle boy playing in the
sun with a wooden boat in a
brook. He was laughing. His fa-
ther and mother were watching
him and they were laughing.

I saw a somewhat older boy
acting in a Grade 6 school play
about the birth of Jesus Christ.
And I saw the three wise men
following a bright star.

I heard church bells ringing
and saw fluffy, white snowflakes
falling against streetlights as a
family ventured into the weather
to attend Christmas mass.

I listened to a choir singing
Christmas carols and the music
filled my ears and my heart. I lis-
tened to Silent Night and I re-
membered.

I remembered a Christmas
tree with wooden anggels, blue,
silver and red bulbs, which had
its branches filled with Christ-
mas cards from friends and
neighbors. Underneath the tree
were presents all decorated with
beautiful ribbons.

Then I saw something else. I
saw a Christmas card with Santa
Claus riding in his sleigh pulled
by his reindeer across a win
night sky. He was waving his
hand with his ever-present jolly
“Ho ho ho!”

And I remembered how I had

loved that card because it was
given to me by my grandfather
so long ago.

I saw that same small bo
opening his presents: a small

ellow truck, a spinning top and
areal plastic boat. And [ watched
as the boy ran and hugged his
mother, his father and his grand-
father with huge tears of joy in
his eyes.

I saw the turkey in the middle
of the table and listened to all the
Christmas chatter coming from
my family and from me.

Then [ saw the star on top of
the Christmas tree and its light
was winking as if to say “Merry
Christmas. Merry Christmas.”

Then the light from the shin-
ing star was gone and I was
standing with my dogs in the
middle of nowhere.

I took off one of my mitts and
felt the frozen tears on my eye-
lids and my cheeks. I looked at
my dogs and they were all wag-
ging their tails.

Inside my heart I felt joy I had
never feltin all my Kears of trap-
ping this cold North alone.

I shook my head and laughed.
And I asked the dogs in the loud-
est voice ever “Do you know
what time of year this 1s? It's
Christmas Eve and I forgot! All
this time I forgot about Christ-
mas!” 1 laughed, I roared out
loud like a cornered moose and
danced around and around as

«\V.DAYLHIEF —
30

my dogs barked cheerfully.
Three miles north lay my tra-
pline and the warmth of the
cabin.
Twelve miles back lay the tiny

village from where I had started
out on my journey.

I turned the team around and
hollered to my lead dog Snicker
“Home boy! Home to where

Graphic by Victor Daychief

there’s people and Christmas
mass. Home boy!” and I just
couldn’t stop laughing — and
those damn silly tears kept freez-
ing on my face.

Santa entertains at Peerless Lake

By Rocky Woodward
Windspeaker Staff Writer

PEERLESS LAKE, ALTA.

Remember the little train that
could? It huffed and puffed until
it finally reached the top of the
hill. That particular children’s
story actually reminds me of
Peerless Lake, the little commu-
nity that could. And that’s ex-
actly what it’s doing.

Just last year Peerless Lake
held its first children’s commu-
nity Christmas party and, ac-
cording to Virginia Okemow, yes
there really is a Santa Claus.

Children aged four and under
met, hugged and kissed Santa in
his red suit last year thanks to
Okemow, the women’s grou
she is with and a school teacher’s
husband, Wesley Godwin (the
man in the red suit).

And this year on Dec. 18 chil-
dren met jolly St. Nick when he
again entertained kiddies at
Peerless Lake. Okemow said
companies in the area were a
proached for donations and she
was expecting “another great
party for the children.”

Last year stockings were hun
from the fireplace with glee an
they were full of goodies only
because of concerned commu-
nity people like the women'’s
group.

Peerless Lake is a community
that relishes in the Lord’s name
and you can be assured Christ-
mas carols will fill the wintry
night come Christmas Eve.

“You must come and listen to
community members sing,” I
was told.

As for the children, their
Christmas party is something
they look forward to — some-
thing the community of Peerless
Lake makes sure happens for
them in the name of the spirit of
Christmas. So Virginia...is therea
Santa Claus?

“Yes, Rocky...there really is a
Santa Claus.”

Little Jeffrey
Nooskey gets
a present and

a kiss from
Santa Claus
(Wesley
Godwin)

FROM
Treaty 8 Tribal
Association
of Northern British
Columbia and
Member Bands

10233 - 100 Avenue
Fort St. John, B.C.
V1J 1Y8
(604) 785-0612
Fax (604) 785-2021

MERRY CHRISTMAS

and Happy Holidays to all
“our friends with whom we
share this great land.

Together
we shouid
work to make
this the best
Festive Season
ever!
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"Merry Christmas
and have a
Joyous &

Prosperous
New Year"

f

NORTHWESTERN
UTILITIES LIMITED

President's Christmas Message

I would like to extend to you my very best wishes
during this special holiday season

moment of reflection and may you find personal

It is my hope that you and your loved ones shall
receive prosperity and happiness
in the forthcoming year.

Fred Gladstone, President

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff of
Alberta Indian Investment Corporation.

T

It is my hope that you and yours will enjoy a quiet

peace upon which you can bring in the New Year

Wiakiy” =t
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At this special time of year,
may you and yours enjoy
the true feeling of this happy

holiday season — from

Care Commission

#1390 - 10665 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB

For Community Service Information Call 426-1213

Merry Christmas

Wishing you and all your loved ones
joy and peace now and always.

And may the H“'S'pirit of Christmas
light your way through the coming

years.
From Management and Staff

GREYHOUND LINES OF CANADA LTD.

A Greyhound Company —7~—oo,

877 Greyhound Way South West, Calgary, Alberta T3C 3V8
Phone (403) 260-0877 Fax (403) 260-0742
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Christmas isn't going to be lonely after all

By Raymond Moskowec

The small log church and surrounding trees were covered
with new snow. Every tree limb was etched with it as though
some artist had laid a line of white with a brush. The pine trees
showed only the tops of their green-covered boughs, appear-
ing to be bundled like elderly ladies in white shawls. Swirls of
drifting snow were filling in yesterday’s tracks made by the
old missionary as he had done his chores prior to the snowfall.

Dusk crept in slowly, the last rays of light clawing through
the trees stretching their shapes into long shadows. Smoke
curled like a wisp of thin chalk skyward from the chimney.

At adistance a lone figure slowly trudged through the snow
toward the tiny log church. The silhouette of a high pack car-
ried upon the shoulders of a huge man could be distinguished.
Fringes of buckskin whipped about in the wind. Furs of
muskrat, beaver and mink dangled from every conceivable
place on the trapper’s pack and belt.

As he neared the buildings, he paused, drinking in the scen-
ery before him. “How long since I have seen buildings and hu-
mans? Five, maybe six months? I wonder who lives here?” he
thought as he continued toward the buildings.

Inside the small log church, an elderly man with a beard,
white as snow to match his white hair and eyebrows, stooped
to stir a huge pot of rabbit stew hanging in a stone fireplace. As
he slowly stirred the stew, he thought of the upcoming Christ-
mas Day and how lonesome it would be again this year.

He recalled a few years back when the Indians had a small
village alongside the creek about a quarter of a mile from the
church and how he had brought the message of God and birth
of Christ to them: How they used to love to come to the church,
bringing with them wild meat and berries. He remembered
the merry chatter of the Indian women and the laughter and
squeals of the children. His mouth watered at the thought of
the wild turkey and berry trimming he would share with the

friendly plains Indians. But disease and their nomadic ways
had claimed them. Now he was alone.

The huge trapper stopped at the doorway to the church, re-
moved his high shoulder pack and bent to remove his snow-
shoes. He straightened up and placed his snowshoes against
the church wall. As he dusted away the snow clinging to his
clothes, he surveyed the workmanship put into the construc-
tion of the building. “A church,” he thought, and reaching
forward, he knocked on the door. The elderly man had just
tasted his rabbit stew when a heavy, thumping sound came
from the direction of the door. He hurriedly put down the
wooden ladle and shuffled to the door, removing the crossbar
and opening the door. The trapper stepped inside.

The elderly man closed the door and replaced the crossbar.
He turned to face the huge trapper who seemed to engulf the
tiny church with his presence. The trapper continued forward
into the church, ignoring the elderly man, removed his fur cap
and shook his long curls of hair to clear away the clinging
snow. His full black beard glistened in the light from the
flames in the fireplace.

He glanced around the small one-room church, taking in
the shabby pew, the altar and a large wooden cross hanging on
the wall with a single lit candle beneath it. In another corner,
small figures made from straw and clay were arranged in the
nativity scene. The trapper’s gaze wandered to a small side
area which held a cot, a wooden table and the fireplace. On the
table a huge, black Bible lay open beside a small ink bottle and
a feather pen. He began to warm his hands on the fire and then
turned slowly to face the elderly man still standing by the
doorway.

His face crinkled into a frown as a tinge of recognition
slowly crossed his face. He seemed to reach far into the depths
of his memory, searching for some sign to indicate why some-
thing was familiar about the elderly man. Then like a bolt of
lightening, it struck him! “Uncle Pierre!” he shouted, racing
across the room to engulf the elderly man in a bone-crushing
hug. Tears filled the old man’s eyes as he, too, recognized the
voice after so many years. Instant joy welled up in the heart of
the elderly man. “Thank God,” he thought. “This Christmas is
not going to be spent in loneliness after all.”

So, as the snow continued to drift in the tracks of the trap-
per, the crisp, cold night’s stillness was broken by the howling
of a coyote in the distance. High in the sky, slightly to the east,
a star shines brightly, reminding us Christmas came to take
away all the loneliness of the world.

(The above was submitted as a story for Windspeaker’s contribu-
tion contest. Moskowec is from Meadow Lake, Sask.)
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' a Canada Packers Inc.

Beef Opérations.

Merry Christrnas & Happy
New Year -

please do not drink and drive
during the Holiday Season,
and let's have a safe &
prosperous New Year

Amoco Canada
Wishes You
Season’s Greetings
And Great

Success
In The

Amoco Canada
Petroleum Company Ltd.
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Notice of

Temporary
Guardianship To:

RICK
QUINN

Take notice that an
application for Temporary
Guardianship of your
children, born on
September 29, 1984,
November 13, 1982, will be
made on January 9, 1991
at 9:30 a.m. in
Edmonton Family Court

Contact: Sheila Yaremko
Alberta Family and
Social Services,
(city): Edmonton
Telephone: 431-6718
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The place to stay when

in Calgary.
( v Comfortable Rooms ) Amplg Free
v Friendly Service Parking!
v/ Reasonable Rates Live
renilce Blign Entertainment
k/ Dining Room - Nightly!

Toronto at Dreamer’s Rock

and Education Is Our Right

two one-act plays

by Drew Hayden Taylor

Drew Taylor delvesinto the pastand speculates
about the future as he examines the dilemmas
facing young Native Canadians today. The

plays are excellent for school productions.
$10.95 paperback

“This play [Education Is Our Right] should be seen by all Canadians.”
— Wawatay News

Prison of Grass
Canada From a Native Point of View
by Howard Adams

Adams contrasts the “official history” found in
government documents with the unpublished
history of the Indian and Métis people, and also
relates some of his own experiences as a Native
person growing up in the Canadian West.

$18.95 paperback.
“Canadians everywhere are well advised to read—or re-read—
Prison of Grass.” — The Edmonton Journal

Wirite for our free catalogue of books by Native writers.

Fifth House Publishers
20 - 36th St. East, Saskatoon SK, S7K 558

= GOLDEN ARROW —)
Driver Education Ltd.
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Season's Greetings

ARG

Specializing in
Transport
Training =
- Comprehensive Instruction For
Class 1 & 2 Licenses
- Alberta Gov't Air Brake Course
- Dangerous Goods Course
- Defensive Driving Course
- Full Courses — Short Courses -
Hourly
- Day & Evening Courses
- Professional Instructors
- Expert Instruction With Modern
Equipment
- Individual Instruction in the
Truck
- Assistance in Financing & Job
Placement
- All Fees Income Tax Deductible

(403) 447-2445

16405 - 132 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta

TS5V 1J5

Government Approved & Bonded

CHIPPEWAS

OF SARNIA
would like to extend the
following message:

To the Great Spirit of Christmas a prayer:

That we may touch the earth with kind and
gentle hands. That freedom will be found
in this and other lands, and joyous peace

shall reign throughout the world! %

From
Chief Philip Maness, Council, Staff and
Band Members

978 Tashmoo Avenue

i
v
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Wishing you the Spirit of Christmas which is Peace,
the Joy of Christmas which is Hope,
the Heart of Christmas which is Love Among All People

Let your Christmas be filled with Tender Memories,
Warm Friends, and Lovely, Happy Moments
from :

Kikino Metis Settlement

General Delivery
Kikino, Alberta
TOA 2B0

P

Notice of
Temporary

Guardianship To:

MAUREEN
RAINE

Take notice that an
application for Temporary
Guardianship of your
child, born on March 29,
1982, will be made on
January 8th at 9:30 a.m. in
Edmonton Family Court,
Courtroom #441

Contact: Sherry Benson
Alberta Family and
Social Services,
(city): Edmonton
Telephone: 431-6748

During the Holiday Season our
Children need love and support,
show them you care alnd let's have
a Happy anc(i ) Safe Christmas

\\ ¥,

From the Staff & Students

Ben Calf Robe School

11833-64 Street #
Edmonton, Alberta T5W 4J2 §™~
471'2360 s

SADDLE LAKE
COUNSELLING SERVICES

Phone No. 726-3990
726-3991

General Post Office
Saddle Lake, Albenrta
TOA 3TO
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Proclamation signing marks
a new era for Alberta's Metis

By Diane Parenteau
Windspeaker Correspondent

FISHING LAKE, ALTA.

Metis people have sacrificed,
suffered and struggled through
untold hardships for decades to
acquire fundamental human
richts like self-determination,
self-sufficiency and security of a
homeland.

On Nov. 1 the hopes, dreams
and prayers of generations of
Metis people became forever en-
trenched in the Alberta Constitu-
tion markin%;he beginning of a
new era for Metis people in this
province:

Along with land title to 1.25
million acres of land, the agree-
ment will provide $310 million to
be shared among the settlements
and co-management of subsur-
face resources.

At the formation meeting of
the Metis Association of Alberta
at St. Albert Dec. 28, 1932, Felice
Callihoo identified the issues that
empowered Metis people to
forge ahead. It eventually led to
the signing of a proclamation
between the settlements and the
province.

According to minutes of the
meeting, he called it “movement
into being” where homeless
people would receive adequate
provisions, proper education
and a better system of medical
care. This matter of provision for
our Metis and justice for their de-
pendents is the objective for
which we must strive and from
which there must be no retreat.”
The advancement continued.

In a Dec. 11, 1972 submission
by the Federation of Metis Settle-
ments to the province over 30
years later, similar requests and
concerns were echoed asking for
communication with the govern-
ment and methods to more di-
rectly involve Metis people in
their own destiny.

Their intention was “through
the efforts of the federation to
create an atmosphere of joint ef-
fort directed towards advance-
ment of their peoples and the
creation of those social and eco-
nomic opportunities, which will
afford Metis people the opportu-
nit§in attaining their goals.”

ears of effort by elected lead-
ers and support of settlement
members provided the strength
and the backbone to a movement
that has proved successful in
achieving what Metis forefathers
could only talk and dream about.

Fishing Lake Coundillor Clif-
ford Calliou recalls listening to
the concerns of his late father
Dave, who was also a settlement
councillor.

“He was always afraid we
were going to lose our land.
There was nothing guaranteed
and they could expire our lease
at any time,” said Calliou. “All
the oldtimers really wanted was
(having) their land put aside,
they weren’t looking for money.
They thought they had a 99-year-

lease but they could find nothing
in writing.”

The proclamation gave settle-
ments control over roads, hous-
ing, utilities, education, recrea-
tion and community, social and
economic development.

The agreement gives the set-
tlements status similar to munici-
Falities and makes them eligible

or government grants formerly
out of their reach.

“Now we have the resources
to work with,” said Calliou.

“It puts more onus on us, €s-
pecially the leaders,” said Coun-
cillor Bruce Desjarlais. “We have
to be really efficient. We have to
know what we’re doing with our
money.

”TKe settlement money is
called catch-up money to make
;1\5) for all we didn’t get before.

e’d been left out of these (gov-
ernment) programs,” said Cal-
liou. “(Now) we don’t have to
wait for somebody to give us
money in November if we need
itin July.

Settlemient Chairman Ross
Daniels said “we’re able to build
more houses this year and we're
able to utilize more of our own
people. This year the settlement
contracted out house construc-
tion locally. I think next year
we'll be caught up with our wa-
ter and power. Basically every-
body has water and heat.

alliou said “Now (settlers)
get their driveways built before
they move into their houses,
Before we were using a pick.
People are asked to repay a por-

tion of the construction costs -

giving them ownership of their
modern bungalows.

Francis Dufrense, 61, a former
settlement councillor, remem-
bers the mid-1950s when settlers
had to apply to the government
supervisor tor housing.

‘They’d get their own logs
and the supervisor would su
ply the windows and nails,” he

Willow

COUNSELLING SERVICES

Requires Native Social
Workers with BSW
Degree to work in
Edmonton.

Send resumé to:
363 Sioux Road
Sherwood Park, Alberta
T8A 4W7

said.

And before settlers could ob-
tain their hunting, fishing or
trapping licences, they had to
haul two loads of wood for the

log schoolhouse in lieu of

licencing fees. The $10 annual
levy could be paid off with two
days labor.
ducation needs are bein

addressed at the settlement leve
now more than ever before. Four
eastern settlements are presently
involved in a training program
where members alternate be-
tween on-the-job training and
classroom instruction in account-
ing and business management
for one and two-year terms.

“Looking into the future, we'll
have a lot more educated people.
The chances to get (education)
funding are a lot better,” said
Calliou.

Fishing Lake has established
its own education society for
post-secondary education. The
eight settlements also have a
Federation Education Society.

In the 1930s and 1940s chil-
dren were “kicked out” of school
to find work when they turned
16, according to Dufrense. By the
late 1950s older settlement chil-
dren were boarded out and
eventually bused to neighboring
schools for high school courses.

“It (self-government) is a big
step forward for us and we have
to have people in place to do the

Premier Don Getty sighing the Nov. 1, 1990 proclamation

work,” said Calliou.

The past few years there has
been a steady increase in staff
and services at Fishing Lake.

“If we go back a short five
years, Fishing Lake had one
administration staff (person)
paid through municipal affairs,”
said administrator Garry Paren-
teau as he addressed 200 settlers
at a proclamation sup
27. He noted it’s taken five years
to go “from looking after our
own affairs to having ownership
of our own lands.”

The present council is aware

425-8310

For Service at the Top call Co-op

r Nov..

of the social and economic im-
pact the agreement might have
on settlement residents and is
prepared to support initiatives in
prevention and human develop-
ment at the community level.

“Along with our AADAC and
FCSS workers, we can have all
the programs and workshops we
need on the settlement,” said
Daniels. Settlement accord coor-
dinator Jeanette Davey summed
it up when she said the passing
of the legislation means Fishing
Lake will always be home.

"Seasons Greetings and a reminder
not to Drink and Drive”

Alberta Co-op Taxi

.- o= i
@ ‘MditerCard
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The OnlyDriver-owned oper

We assist clients with
concerns such as:
- personal problems
- marital and family problems
- addictions
- adult children of alcoholics
- mental illness
- bereavement

(403) 467-4646

We do Home visits

TOH 1Z0 (403) 926-3771

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

NORTH GROVE
MOTEL

"A HOME AWAY FROM HOME"
“INDOOR POOL AND JACUZZI"
Your hosts
Box 538 . TO RESERVE
High Level, A 1enee & Gilbert Roy 4 g4 5893218

Fax: (403) 926-4114

CHAMPS
SPORTS
LOUNGE

Dear Travelling Guests;

P.O. Box 879 Slave Lake, Alberta ¢ TOG 2A0 e Tel. (403) 849-4101

The Sawridge Hotel, Slave Lake, wishes you a warm welcome and a
smile on your travels, or stays. We offer friendly courteous service in:

SUNRISE
DINING COFFEE
LOUNGE SHOP

The Sawridge can accommodate large or small groups/conferences.
We boast 183 rooms. Our banquet/meeting facilities has a capacity of 2 to 350
people. Our room rates are compatible to everyone's budget.

Call 403-849-4101 for reservations or fax 403-849-3426
"Make your home, away from home, our home"

FAX: 849-3420

NIGHT CLUB
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‘May the joy 0 learning glow

warmly in your heart’

" FAIRVIEW COLLEGE
Box 3000 Fairview, AB TOH 1LO
(403) 835-6600

‘Merry Christmas and o
Orosperous
New Year'
from the Board and staff
members

Heather ;-
The executive and staff of the Alberta Native Friendship Centres

Association, left to right, Orval Belcourt, Gladys Bigelow, Tony
Callihoo, Sally Bidin, John Gladue, Fred Campiou.

SN LK XY VYA S\ B
NN 1122

Alberta Native Friendship Centres Association
#201, 11445 - 124 Street
Edmonton, Alberta

THM OK4

(403) 455-7185

Calgary Board of Education
ALBERT PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

1317 - 27 Street S.E., Calgary, Alberta T2A 0Y2
Telephone: (403) 272-4133

Calgary Board of Education will be hiring a certificated teacher to work with
the Native Education Team.

We are seeking a teacher with backgroud in Native culture and languages.
This teacher must have the ability to work with all ages of students as well
as staff, parents and the Native community.

A knowledge of Native support groups would be an asset. This individual
should have strong classroom management skills, and the ability to
develop programs for Native students.

Starting date is negotiable.
Personal suitability.

Further information may be obtained from R. Harold McBain, Coordinator,
Native Education Team, Calgary Board of Education at 272-4133.

Documentation, including resume, copy of transcripts of marks, teacher/
student teacher evaluations and letters of reference, if applicable, should
be forwarded to the following address by 4:00 p.m., January 4, 1991:

Calgary Board of Education
Division of Human Resources
515 Macleod Trail S.E.
Calgary, Alberta T2G 2L9
Attention: Shirley Schwartz

WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST
FOR A HAPPY HOLIDAY
SEASON.
REMEMBER GOOD FRIENDS
WITH KIND WORDS AND
SINCERE SENTIMENTS DURING
THIS FESTIVE SEASON.

From Chief Pat Marcel & Council

ATHABASCA
CHIPE